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HOUSEKEEPING 

 Today’s schedule. 
 
 Cell Phones on “Stun” 

please! 
 
 Questions are Good. 
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INTRODUCE YOURSELF 

 Your name. 
 Where you’re from. 
 What you do. 
 How many years of CDBG 

experience? 
 What do you hope to learn from this 

training? 
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TODAY’S WORKSHOP 
 

  What’s New? 
  Who Can Apply - Threshold 
  NOFA Basics 
  Eligible Activities 
  Federal Overlays 
  NOFA Application (Summary) 

 



 

 Income Surveys are not an eligible 
PTA activity  

 
 

 Income Survey Requirements  
  (Appendix F) 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 



 

Appendices Have Numerous Changes 
 Numbering has changed. 
 Many were removed (not needed). 
 Some have been revised (more discussion later). 
 Appendix A Revised:  

 Scoring data consolidated into one appendix. 
 Reps information removed 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 



 

 CDBG Funding Outside Jurisdictional 
Boundaries – Effective May 2012 

(Management Memo 13-06) 
 

8 

WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 



 

 PTAs must meet the LMA National 
Objective. (Limited ED- Slum/Blight) 

 

 Citizen Participation – 
 Management Memo 13-07 
 See Appendix D  
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 
 

Updated Summary Application 
 Revisions to Certification Language 
 Added National Objectives 
 Revised Activity Delivery amounts 
 Some Changes to Activity Dropdown List 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 
 

Updated Scoring 
 Public Services:  Scoring is now based on the 

jurisdiction’s experience 
 Multi-Family:  Replaced scoring on subrecipient 

agreement with development agreement 
 Timely Clearance:  All applicants will get full 

points since the State regulations have not yet 
been changed. 

 Appendix A:  Two scores for counties 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 

Activity Delivery 
 

 No Activity Delivery for Public Services 
– including Microenterprise Technical 
Assistance and PTA 

 

 Activity Delivery percentage changes 
for Public Improvements and Public 
Facilities 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 2014 NOFA 
 

Laterals as a Single-Activity 
 Done like the weatherization activity 
 May be done as part of a Housing 

Rehab (14A) program 
 Must be included in program guidelines 
 Management Memo 14-01 
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS & AREAS 
 

Non-Entitlement Jurisdictions Are 
 Cities with populations under 50,000. 
 Counties with populations under 200,000. 
 Not currently a party to an Urban County 

Agreement. 
 Not eligible to participate in the HUD 

administered CDBG Entitlement Program. 
 See Appendix A - (currently 162 jurisdictions) 
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS & AREAS 

50% Rule  
 Ineligible for additional CDBG funds unless 

at least 50% of all funds awarded 2012 and 
later have been expended.  
 One or more open CDBG contracts executed in 

2012 (as a result of the 2012 NOFA) or later. 
 Expenditure deadline established in the 

contract(s) has not yet passed; Not Contract 
Expiration date. 

 Except ED OTC, DRI, NSP 
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS & AREAS 

50% Rule – Continued 
“Expended” means:  
 By the NOFA due date: 1) the work is 

complete; 2) the cost has been paid by the 
applicant; and, 3) Funds Request Form has 
been received by the Department.  

 The Department may require evidence of the 
above to confirm compliance with the 50% 
Rule. 
 

 



50% Rule - Examples Of Expended 
 Escrow has closed on a homebuyer assistance 

application and the applicant has the final HUD-1.  
 The invoice(s) for a single family rehabilitation 

project has been inspected by the applicant, the 
applicant and homeowner have approved the work 
as completed, and the invoice(s) has been paid. 

 In both cases the Funds Request for these 
expenditures have been received by the CDBG 
Program. 
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS & AREAS 
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS & AREAS 
 

Native American Set-Aside Applicants 
 Non-entitlement jurisdictions that apply to 

assist non-federally recognized Native 
American communities. 

 For housing and housing-related activities 
only. 

 Management Memo 13-06  
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS & AREAS 
 

Colonia Set-Aside Applicants Are 
 Eligible jurisdictions which contain 

Colonia communities, as defined by 
the National Affordable Housing Act  

 of 1990. 
 

 



THRESHOLD REQUIREMENTS 

 The applicant shall submit a complete 
application on the forms provided; and, 

 Application must be submitted by due 
date (April 11, 2014, by 5:00 P.M.). 

 Application must be able to be 
evaluated on the scoring criteria found 
in the NOFA. (Appendix M & Application 
Packages) 
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THRESHOLD REQUIREMENTS 

 Applicant must be in compliance with 
the submittal requirements of  
OMB A-133, Single Audit Report.  

 

See NOFA 
Must be submitted to SCO 
See Grant Management Manual (Chapter 11) 
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THRESHOLD REQUIREMENTS 

 Applicants must be in compliance 
with federal CDBG Citizen 
Participation regulations (Appendix D) 

 Applicants must have complied with 
HCD Housing Element requirements 
(Appendix C)  
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NOFA BASICS 
 

 Applications Due: 

 April 11, 2014, 5:00 PM 
 Approximately $28 Million will be 

Available  
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NOFA BASICS 
 

ED OTC 
 Not Included In This Workshop 
 Opening Date: January 6, 2014 
 Closing Date: April 30, 2015 
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NOFA BASICS 
 

Allocations & Set-Asides 
 30% Economic Development 
 5% Colonia 
 1.25% Native American 
 No More than 15% for Public Services 
 51% Housing and Housing Related 
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NOFA BASICS 
 

Allocations & Set-Asides 
 Planning Grant Awards Limited to 

$2 Million Total / Federal: 20% 
includes all GA 

 Within Community Development 
Activity Allocation, Funding is 
Based on Demand 
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 Three Broad National Objective 
Categories: 
 See Appendix G 

 

 Documentation of National Objective: 
 If the Department is unable to determine 

that an activity will meet a National 
Objective, the Activity will be deemed 
ineligible. 

NATIONAL OBJECTIVES 
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Three National Objective Categories 
 Benefit to Low-Income Persons/ 

Households 
 4 Low/Mod Objective Options 

 Eliminating Slum/Blight 
 2 Slum/Blight Objective Options 

 Urgent Need  
 Not used in the NOFA 
 Urgent Need handled in real-time (earthquakes, 

etc.) 

NATIONAL OBJECTIVES 
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Low-Income (Low/Mod) 
National Objective Category 

 Area Benefit (LMA) 
 Limited Clientele (LMC)  
 Low-Income Households  (LMH) 
 Jobs for Low-Income Persons on ED 

projects (LMJ) 

NATIONAL OBJECTIVES 
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Slum And Blight  
National Objective Category 

 

 ED Only 
 Slum and Blight – Area (SBA) 
 Slum and Blight – Spot (SBS) 

NATIONAL OBJECTIVES 
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REFER TO 
“FUNDING LIMITS AND 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES TABLE” 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
 

Economic Development (ED) 
Activities 

 

 Over-The-Counter (OTC) Activity 
 

Separate application for Individual Projects  
Maximum Award Limit(s):   

 Up to $3,000,000 for projects in single funding year 
 Up to $6,000,000 for a project with two year award 
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ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
 

ED Activities (cont’d) 
 

 Enterprise Fund (EF) Activity   
Business Assistance (BA) Program or  
Microenterprise (ME) Program 

 

Maximum Award Limit(s):   
 Up to $300,000 for either BA or ME program  

 Up to $500,000 for Combo BA and ME program 
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ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
 

ED Activities (cont’d) 
Business Assistance (BA) Program Overview 

 Business loan program participants must create 
jobs 

 Applicant must have capacity for BA loan 
underwriting 

 Applicant must document market demand for BA 
loan program 

 BA loans restricted to eligible costs 
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ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
 

ED Activities (cont’d) 
 

Microenterprise (ME) Program Overview 
 Must be eligible ME Program Participants:  Income Eligible, 

Maximum of 5 Employees (Includes Owners). 
 Micro-financial assistance requires Part 5 Income 

Determination. 
 Eligible ME can get technical assistance services, financial 

assistance (loan or grant) and support services. 
 Applicant must have capacity for:  Providing technical 

assistance, financial lending. 
 Applicant to document market demand for ME program. 
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Housing Activities 
 Real Property Acquisition* (housing-related) 
 Multi-Family Housing Acquisition*, or Acquisition & 

Rehabilitation Project 
 Multi-Family Housing Rehabilitation Project 
 Single-Family Housing Rehabilitation Program 
 Homeownership Assistance Program 
 Housing COMBO (Homebuyer Assistance and 

Single-Family Rehab) Program 
 *No New Construction for Housing 
 

 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Homeownership Assistance  
&  

Housing Rehabilitation Activities 
 

Maximum Award Limit(s): 
Up to $600,000 for either HA or HR Activity 

 Up to $1,000,000 for Combo (HA + HR) Activities 
 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Multi-Family Housing Rehabilitation 
Project Activity 

Maximum Award Limit: 
Up to $1,000,000 

Limited to One Project (5 units or more) 
With or without Acquisition 

 
 

 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Real Property Acquisition Activity 
Maximum Award Limit(s):  

Up to $600,000 for Vacant Land Acquisition  
for Multi-Family Development 

Up to $1,000,000 for Multi-Family Housing (MFH) 
Acquisition or MFH Acquisition & Rehabilitation Project 

  Limited to one project per application 
  Multi-Family Housing (MFH) Projects Only 
 

 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Public Improvements (PI) Activities 
 

Maximum Award Limit:  
Up to $1,500,000 

Limited to One Project 
Example #1: 
 Water/Sewer System Expansion  

Example #2: 
 Infrastructure In-Support-Of Housing New Construction 

(PIHNC) Needs Condition of Approval 
 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Public Facilities (PF) Activity 

Maximum Award Limit: 
Up to $1,500,000 

Limited to One Project 
Includes Acquisition, New Construction or Rehabilitation 
Must support eligible CDBG Public Service Activities 

 
Example: 

 Homeless Shelter, Food Bank or Fire Station 
 
 
 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Public Services (PS) Activity 

 

Maximum Award Limit(s):  
Up to $500,000 

Limited to no more than three Public Services activities 
Example: 

 
 Employment Training $250,000 
 Food Bank   $150,000 
 Homeless Shelter  $100,000 

TOTAL:   $500,000 
 
 
 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Planning Assistance 

(PTA) Activity 
 

Maximum Award Limit(s): 
Up to $100,000 

Maximum of two studies per grant 
May be either CD, ED, or one of each 

5% Cash match required 
 

 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Eligible Colonias Activity 
 The only Eligible activities are those that 

address: 
 Potable Water 
 Sewage Systems 
 Decent, Safe and Sanitary Housing 

Maximum Activity Limit(s): 
Same as Community Development Limits 

 
 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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Eligible Native American Activity 
 Housing and Housing Related Only –  
 Decent, Safe and Sanitary Housing  
 Infrastructure  

 

Maximum Activity Limit(s): 
Same as Community Development Limits 

 

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES 
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 NEPA Environmental Review 
 Relocation / Displacement Review 
 Labor Standards / Prevailing Wage 

Compliance Review 
 Federal Procurement Standards 
 
 See Grant Management Manual 
 NEW: General Conditions Checklists 

 

FEDERAL OVERLAYS 
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NEPA COMPLIANCE 
 

Timing & Determining NEPA Review Level 
 All CDBG Activities must have NEPA clearance (even 

General Admin). 
 Grantee to review NEPA timing for EACH activity 

proposed. 
 Grantee to aggregate scope of work for each activity 

proposed. 
 Grantee to determine level of review required for 

each activity proposed based on scope of work. 
 Grantee to assign proper person for NEPA review. 
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RELOCATION COMPLIANCE 
 

Timing & Displacement Determination 
 All CDBG activities are subject to relocation laws. 
 Review relocation impacts for each activity proposed 

prior to application submittal. 
 Review initial actions for activities with relocation 

(pre-application General Information Notice (GIN)). 
 Plan and budget for relocation actions as part of 

activity implementation. 
 Hire professional consultants for relocation actions. 
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LABOR STANDARDS 
COMPLIANCE 

Determining Compliance & Plan 
For Monitoring 

 Applies to CDBG funded construction activities. 
 Review activity for compliance prior to application 

submittal. 
 Plan for proper wage monitoring in activity design 

and execution. 
 Hire professional wage compliance consultant. 
 Work with CDBG staff to ensure compliance. 
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PROCUREMENT COMPLIANCE 

Use Of Proper 
Procurement/Subrecipient 

 Most grantees hire consultants to implement 
CDBG activities. 

 Three ways to secure CDBG admin services. 
 Choosing a method of securing consultant. 
 Timing for securing a consultant. 
 Typical problems with securing consultants. 

 

 



NOFA APPLICATION 
 

Summary Application 
Must Be Completed by  

All Applicants 
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