5. Rating Factor 5: Energy efficiency improvement and sustainable development factors
As the Lead Entity, the State of California will ensure that all NSP2 activities are energy efficient, environmentally sound and fundamentally sustainable.  Green elements related to Transit accessibility, Green building standards, Re-use of cleared sites, Deconstruction, and long-term sustainability have been anlayzed and incorporated into NSP2 program design:

a. Transit Accessibility

All NSP2 target areas have access to transit accessibility as follows:
	City of Taft

	Census Tracts Served: 00.3500

	Transit Service: The Taft Area Transit (TAT) has door-to-door service.  TAT connects with Regional transports from Taft to Bakersfield six times a day, and has a fixed route through Taft and the unincorporated areas.

	City of Merced

	Census Tracts Served: 10.02; 10.03; 10.04; 12.; 13.01; 13.02; 14.01; 14.02; 15.01; 15.02; 15.03; 16.01; 16.02; 17

	Transit Service: All areas in NSP2 project are transit accessible including local bus services.  See http://www.mercedthebus.com/routes.html 

	City of Oceanside

	Census Tracts Served: 185.07; 185.13; 186.07; 186.09; 186.10; 186.11

	Transit Service: The target census tracts have access to bus transportation with service available every 15 to 20 minutes.

	City of Delano

	Census Tracts Served: 46.02; 48.00; 49.01; 49.02; 50.00

	Transit Service: The City of Delano offers both a fixed route bus service and a demand response service for local area.  The bus service is comprised of four fixed routes covering the entire city.  The service offers 30-minute headways and includes an average of 12 bus stops per route.

	City of Hanford

	Census Tracts Served: 10.03

	Transit Service: The City of Hanford offers a fixed route bus service within the city with connections to nearby cities. 

	City of Porterville

	Census Tracts Served:36.01

	Transit Service: This census tract is serviced by the City-wide transit system that provides bus service every 30 minutes.


	City of Madera

	Census Tracts Served: 0005.02; 0006.01; 0006.02; 0007.00, 0008.00; 0009.00

	Transit Service: Madera Area Express (MAX), within the limits of our city, consists of three routes using four buses.  Services are provided six days per week.  Monday through Friday, MAX operates from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., and on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

	City of Shasta Lake

	Census Tracts Served: 117.00

	Transit Service: Due to its size and rural location, the city of Shasta Lake does not have access to mass transit.

	Kings County

	Census Tracts Served: 0011

	Transit Service: The Kings area Rural transit system provides bus service to the community of Home target area for NSP2 within census tract 0011.


b. Green building standards

All NSP2 homes will comply with required NSP2 rehabilitation standards and all new construction and gut rehabilitation activities that will exceed the Energy Star for New Homes standard.  All moderate rehabilitation or energy retrofits will purchase only Energy Star products and appliances.  Additionally,  all NSP2 homes will be required at a minimum to adhere to the 2008 California Green Building Standards Code.  These standards are detailed under Title 24, Part 11 of the California Code of Regulations.  The California Green Building Standards Code standards can be accessed through the following website: http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/bsc/2009/part11_2008_calgreen_code.pdf.
Those jurisdictions that have mandated stricter Green Buliding Standards will follow the more stringent locally mandated standards as long as they meet and exceed the standards provided in the California Green Building Standards Code.

c. Re-use of cleared sites

The cities of Delano, Taft, Madera and  Shasta Lake are planning to implement demolition activities.  All of these cities have commited to re-using all demolition sites within the term of the NSP2 grant and the State will include this stipulation in its subrecipient agreement with these consoritum members.  Additionally, the State will require that the Cities agree to re-using demolished sites as replacement housing for income qualified groups, for use as a commuinty resource or to provide an environmental function per NSP2 guidelines for Re-use of cleared sites.

d. Deconstruction

Consortium members will use deconstruction techniques that require the salvage and re-use of all hazard-free materials from demolition and rehibilitation activities.  In addition, Consortium members will be required to comply with the more stringent of locally mandated deconstruction standards or the deconstruction standards provided under Title 24, Part 11, Chapter 7 Section 708 of the California Green Building Standards Code which can be found at the above/referenced California Green Building Standards code website.

e. Other Sustainable Development Practices

Individual Consortium Members will employ a variety of  sustainable and environmentally friendly practices including:

Incorporation of “green” rehabilitation features with particular attention to water and energy conservation and environmental health.  All products purchased will, when applicable, be Energy Star products.  Both our rehabilitation and FTHB programs require green features. (City of Taft)
The City will provide information to renters of NSP 1 and NSP 2 homes on how to minimize energy usage and thereby reduce housing costs. (City of Oceanside)

The City will encourage its NSP2 recipients to engage in other sustainable development practices including:
· Renewable energy projects, e.g., passive solar, photovoltaic-ready

· Energy efficient materials, e.g., durable, resource efficient, heat absorbing, local sources,

· Green roofing, solar-reflective paving

(City of Hanford)

The city is building the framework for a residential weatherization program for eligible housing units located in the city limits. NSP2 funding wll be used to rehabilitate homes that, at a minimum, are in need of weatherization/energy efficiently repairs.  (City of Shasta Lake)

Madera was one of several San Joaquin Valley communities that participated with ICF International in drafting the San Joaquin Valley Energy Efficiency Manual.  The completed manual now serves as a resource to incorporate Energy Efficiency measures in both multiple and single-family minor and major rehab and new construction.  The resources provided in the manual span a broad range of activities including acquisition and site improvements, new construction, reconstruction or rehabilitation and demolition, offering guidance on creating programs to encourage the adoption of energy efficiency measures and common and cost effective measures.  Madera will also partner with GRID Alternatives and Single Family Affordable Solar Home Program (SASH) to bring solar power to low-income homes throughout our community.  Incentives offered through SASH can cover from 60 percent to 100 percent of the project costs. (City of Madera)
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