6. Rating Factor 6: Neighborhood transformation and economic opportunity

Each city and county Consortium member is a particpant in the State of California’s Regional Economic Recovery Work Plan planning process. More information is available at this website: http://www.business.ca.gov/page.asp?o=cabth&s=econdev&p=352690. The activities proposed in this NSP 2 application support this planning process by removing dilipidated properties and reducing the number of foreclosed homes, thus leading to more stable communities, which are more conductive to economic growth. 
Each city and county Consortium member is mandated by California State law to adopt a general plan containing at least seven elements including Land Use, Circulation, Housing, Conservation, Open Space, Noise and Safety.  Statutorily, the requirements for the elements overlap and intertwine, so that the development of housing, transportation, and air quality considerations must be measured together, as a whole, when considering neighborhood stabilization.
All NSP2 consortium members, except HCD, are required to have an updated housing element every five years.  Housing element law mandates that local governments adequately plan to meet the existing and projected housing needs of all economic segments of the community.  The housing element plays an intricate roll in the transformation of neighborhoods and economic opportunities, and provides an important opportunity to evaluate and adopt programs and strategies benefiting both housing supply, affordability, and energy and climate objectives.
Many California local governments are setting out to become models of sustainable development, by implementing policies through their housing elements that not only benefit the climate, but improve their communities in various ways.  For example, promoting higher density, infill housing for low-income workers and housing along transit corridors also can significantly contribute to reductions in green house gas emissions.  The website below outlines programs and policies that speak to suggested change that can promote neighborhood transformation and economic opportunity through housing policy.
http://www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/HE_PoliciesProgramsAddressingClimateChange.pdf
A second comprehensive, regional program that will influence all NSP2 activities is the California Inter-Regional Partnership (IRP) Program, which was enacted by Chapter 52, Section 2240-112-0001, Provision 1,Chapter 665 (AB 2054), and Chapter 80 (AB 2864), Torlakson, Statutes of 2000.  
The purpose of the IRP Program is to “encourage state land-use patterns that balance the location of employment-generating uses so that employment-related commuting is minimized,” and to provide a forum for some of the State’s most impacted regions to deal collaboratively on issues regarding jobs, housing, and transportation.

The link describing the program can be found on the HCD website:

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/irp/irp112105.pdf
Lastly each consortium member also collaborates with its regional Council of Governments to plan and promote regional planning.
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