Department of Housing and
Community Development

#/o%
/
ANNUAL HOUSING ELEMENT PROGRESS REP "
GO@/'C‘VO
V@Q’ G’De
g/
Op. n
: @,”.
City or County Name: City of Ferndale
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1095
Ferndale, CA 95536
Contact Person: Melanie Rheaume Title: Contract City Planner
Phone: (707)825-8260 FAX:(707)825-9181 E-majl:melanier@planwestpartners.com

Reporting Period by Calendar Year: from 4/1/2012 to_4/1/2013

These forms and tables, (see sample — next page) must be submitted to HCD and the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) on or before April 1, of each year for the
prior calendar year; submit separate reports directly to both HCD and OPR (Government Code
Section 65400) at the addresses listed below:

Department of Housing and Community Development
Division of Housing Policy Development
P.O. Box 952053
Sacramento, CA 94252-2053

-and-
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

P.O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
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CiTY OF FERNDALE
PROPOSED MULTI-YEAR GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
SCOPE & CONTENTS (UPDATED 2013)

The City of Ferndale must periodically update their General Plan to comply with State law.
More importantly the General Plan is the City’s comprehensive policy document that defines
the type, amount, and location of future growth and development, and keeping it current is
vital for implementing community goals and policies. The General Plan update process is
overdue as six of the seven elements were last updated prior to 1987 {California Planners’ Book
of Lists, 2009). The Housing Element and Historical & Cultural Resource Element have been
adopted (2012). The Safety Element is hear completion. The remaining elements are included
in this scope.

This is a scope to prepare the General Plan update, consistent with State General Plan
Guidelines, and to prepare environmental compliance documents required by the update. This
will be a community based effort to evaluate the current General Plan, in terms of the
effectiveness of its policies and programs. City staff, Planning Commission, City Council and
interested community members will be engaged to identify policies and programs that may
need to be strengthened, changed, or replaced and provide appropriate implementation
measures to increase the effectiveness of those policies and programs.

LAND USE ELEMENT

The 1986 Land Use and Unigue Resources Element also serves as a consolidated Open Space
and Conservation Element and includes the following chapters: Introduction, Statutory
Authority, Community Profile, Ared of Special Concern, Overall Goal, Specific Goals and Policies,
General Plan Land Use Designations, and Implementation Measures. The updated Land Use
Element will primarily focus on land use; a separate Conservation and Open Space Element is
proposed. The updated Land Use Element will define a Sphere of Influence and Planning Area
in the Land Use Diagram. The proposed Land Use Element contents include:

=  [ntroduction;

»  Setting and Context;

s General Plan Land Use Designations;

= Land Use Diagram; and

= (oals, Policies and Implementation Programs.

Updating this element provides the City the opportunity to review the City-wide land uses and
make adjustments as needed to anticipate future growth. The individual designations can be
consolidated or expanded, adjusted for residential density and range of housing types, or
revised to plan for commercial and public facility uses and to identify resource {ands o be
preserved.

General Plan Update 1 City of Ferndale



TRANSPORTATION (CIRCULATION} & PUBLIC FACILITIES ELEMENT

The Transportation & Public Facilities Element of the Ferndale General Plan was last updated in
1967. The updated Circulation, Public Facilities and Services Element will define a circulation
system hierarchy that includes arterial, collector and local streets. The relevant chapters of the
City’s Scenic Highway Element, last updated in 1975, will be incorporated into the updated
Circulation Element. This task will include a Circulation Diagram with all City streets and public
rights of way. The proposed Circulation, Public Facilities and Services Element contents include:

= Introduction;

s Setting and Context;

* Transportafion Modes — Vehicle, Bike & Pedestrian, Transit;

= Water, Wastewater & Storm Drains;

= |aw Enforcement, Fire Protection, Schools & City Administration; and
= Goals, Policies and Implementation Programs.

Over the past several years there has been development that has added traffic to existing
streets. There are several planned street connections shown on City circulation maps that may
never be built or may need to be realigned and or reclassified if constructed. This update
provides the opportunity to review the overall City circulation system and make adjustments.
Provisions for bike lanes and pathways will also be considered. The public facilities component
will include policies and implementation programs for future infrastructure improvement and
maintenance. ‘ '

CONSERVATION & OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

The 1986 Land Use and Unigue Resources Element serves as a consolidated Open Space and
Conservation Element and includes: an Introduction, Statutory Authority, Community Profile,
Area of Special Concern, Overall Goal, Specific Goals and Policies, General Plan Land Use
Designations, and Implementation Measures. The Conservation Element update will define and
inventory the types of resources subject to conservation measures, and will recommend
rescurce management policies. This task will include preparation of a spatial database and
natural resources map. Updating the Open Space Element will define and inventory the
different types of open spaces and recommend resource management policies. This task will
include preparation of a spatial database and Open Space Map. The proposed Conservation &
Open Space Element contents include:

* |ntroduction;

= Setting and Context;

= Hydrology and Drainage;

= Biological Resources;

= Agricultural Resources; and

»  Goals, Policies and Implementation Programs.

This is an opportunity to update open space policies for the managed production of resources,

General Plan Update 2 City of Ferndale



outdoor recreation, public health and safety, and the preservation of natural resources. This
includes a review of the management of agricultural lands and related policy.

NoiISE & AIR QUALITY (NEW) ELEMENT

The 1975 Noise Element is included with the Public Safety and Scenic Highway Elements. The
Noise Element update will define the types of sensitive receptors subject to noise impacts:
schools, medical facilities, and certain residential uses. The Noise Element will also define the
different types of noise including, but not limited to, vehicle noise and stationary source
{commercial and industrial} noise. This task will include preparation of a noise contour map,
using available County and Caltrans noise contour data. The proposed Noise & Air Quality
Element contents are:

s introduction;

= Setting and Context;

2 Noise Characteristics and Sources;

= Ajr Quality Characteristics;

= Air Basin Requirements; and

= Goals, Policies and Implementation Programs.

The air quality data and analysis will include an Emissions Reduction Plan to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions as required for SB 375 and AB 32 compliance. This legislation calls for emission
level rollbacks which can be accomplished by reducing both stationary and mobile levels. The

- Emissions Reduction Plan will involve the following tasks:

= Develop Outline, Review Emissions Inventories & Determine Reduction Target.
* ldentify and Evaluate Emission Reduction Measures.

* Disclose Costs/Benefits /Challenges of Various Emission Reduction Measures.
= Refine Emission Reduction Measures.

2 Prioritize Measures and Develop Implementation Timeline.

»  Develop Monitoring and Verification Recommendations for GHG Reductions.

= Prepare Draft Emissions Reduction Plan & Hold Public Hearings.

»  Respond to Comments & Prepare Final Emissions Reduction Plan,

= Adopt Emissions Reduction Plan.
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