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March 31, 2015

Department of Housing and Community Development
Division of Housing Policy Development

P.O. Box 952053

Sacramento, CA 94252-2053

To Whom It May Concern,

Pursuant to Section 65400 of the California Government Code, enclosed please find the City of
Hughson’s 2014 Annual General Plan Progress Report and the City's 2014 Housing Element
Annual Report, as well as the accompanying Resolution.

On March 17, 2015, the Hughson Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. PC 2015-01,
accepting the 2014 Annual General Plan Progress Report and the 2014 Annual Housing Element
Progress Report. Subsequently, on March 23, 2015, the Hughson City Council reviewed and
accepted said reports. This submittal to the State Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD) and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) is in accordance
with Section 65400 of the Government Code.
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2014
ANNUAL REPORT

City of Hughson General Plan

INTRODUCTION

California Government Code Section 65400 requires each municipality to present
an annual report on its General Plan to its legislative body, i.e. City Council, the Office of
Planning and Research (OPR), and the Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD) by April 1 of each year.

The purpose of the Annual Report is to 1) provide an assessment or status update on
the City's progress towards implementing the General Plan and 2) provide an assessment of
the progress in meeting the City's share of regional housing needs; and must include local
efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and
development of housing, the degree to which its approved general plan complies with
the guidelines developed and adopted pursuant to Section 65040.2 as well as the date

of the last revision to the general plan.

This report will serve to assess how the General Plan is being implemented in
accordance with adopted goals, policies and implementation measures; identify any
necessary adjustments or modifications to the General Plan as a means to improve local
implementation; provide a clear correlation between land use decisions that have been
made during the 12-month reporting period and the goals, policies and implementation
measures contained in the General Plan; and provide information regarding local agency

progress in meeting its share of regional housing needs.
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GENERAL PLAN

Hughson's General Plan was adopted on December 12, 2005. The General Plan
contains the seven State-required elements: land use, circulation, housing, conservation,
open space, noise and safety. The Housing Element was adopted separately in 2004 and
since updated in June 2009. The State allows the combining of elements or the addition of
new elements as long as the required seven elements are present in some fashion.
Hughson's General Plan combines the required conservation and open space elements and
adds a public services and facilities element. The Hughson General Plan therefore contains

the following elements:

- Land Use - Safety
- Circulation - Noise
- Conservation and Open Space - Housing

- Public Services and Facilities

Local governments are required to keep their General Plans current and internally
consistent. There is no specific requirement that a local government update its General
Plan on a particular timeline, with the exception of the Housing Element, which is
required to be updated every five years. The City is in the process of updating the

Housing Element with an expected adoption in late-2015.

The following represents the progress the City has made toward implementing
the goals and guiding policies of the General Plan during this reporting period. The list

is organized to correspond with the elements of the Hughson General Plan.
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LAND USE
Amendments
There were no amendments to the Land Use Element in 2014.

Progress

The Planning Commission or City Council did not approve a project in calendar year
2014, which would constitute implementation of the Land Use Element of the General

Plan. Several development/projects are currently underway, which are expected to be

approved and/or completed in 2015.
CIRCULATION
Amendments

There were no amendments to the Circulation Element in 2014.

Progress

A. On November 6, 2014, the Planning Commission recommended amending
the Hughson Municipal Code (HMC), Section 17, Zoning Ordinance, to
remove current prohibition regarding restaurant related drive-throughs. On

November 24, 2014, the City Council approved the amendment to the HMC.

B. On June 9, 2014, the City Council awarded a construction contract for a
sidewalk infill project on 5™ Street from Hughson Avenue to Fox Road. The
project was constructed (in 2014) to add sidewalks and other pedestrian and

ADA amenities, as well as a bike lane to a roadway that did not have these

improvements.
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In 2014, the City of Hughson was awarded Active Transportation Program
(ATP) funds to construct a sidewalk infill project on Fox Road from Charles

Street to Tully Road. This project will be completed in Fiscal Year 2016-2017.

CONSERVATION AND OPEN SPACE

Amendments

There were no amendments to the Conservation and Open Space Element in 2014.

Progress

A

On January 13, 2014, the City Council adopted the East Stanislaus Integrated
Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP), which was prepared in
conjunction with the Cities of Ceres, Modesto and Turlock. The purpose of
the IRWMP is to manage water resources in coordinated and collaborative
effort with other agencies to improve water quality, quantity and reliability.
Further the IRWMP summarizes regional goals and objectives for water
resource management and identifies strategies, projects and programs

intended to fulfill those goals and objectives.

On March 24, 2014, the City Council adopted a Low Impact Development (LID)
Manual for the City of Hughson. The purpose of the LID Manual is to ensure
thoughtful and responsible storm water management for future development
areas, ensure storm water pollution prevention, to reduce community
infrastructure costs, create more aesthetic landscaped areas in neighborhoods

and commercial areas and to augment groundwater recharge.
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In July and August 2014, the City Council declared a water ‘shortage’

emergency and adopted an Ordinance No. 2014-03, amending the Hughson
Municipal Code, Chapter 13, Water Conservation and Prohibition on Water

Waste, to ensure the City is conserving as much water as possible.

In 2014, the City formally removed City of Hughson Well #6 from the potable
water system and transitioned the well to the non-potable system. This well is
now used to irrigate the approximately 15 acre Sports and Fitness Complex, a
turf field use in conjunction between the City of Hughson and the Hughson

Unified School District for sports and recreation purposes.

On October 13, 2014, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2014-13 to
allow the California Home Energy Renovation Opportunity (HERO) Program to
operate in the City of Hughson. The purpose of the HERO Program is to help
finance residential and commercial energy and water efficiency

improvements.

PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Amendments

There were no amendments to the Public Services and Facilities Element in 2013.

Progress

A. In 2014, the City was awarded a State of California Land and Water Conservation

Fund (LWCF) grant to help fund the potential acquisition of an approximately

19.65 acre parcel for the purposes of establishing a community park in the City.

Throughout the year, the City worked towards acquiring, then developing and
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maintaining this proposed park. As identified in the General Plan, the intent of
the park acquisition was to fill a recreational and park need in the City, especially
in the southern portion of the City. Ultimately, the City Council, decided to not
pursue the grant and the acquisition of the parcel at this time, but have since
directed Staff to work with the Parks and Recreation Commission to identify

potential recreational opportunities in the City in lieu of the 19.65 acre parcel.

B. In early 2014, the City of Hughson received Notice of Application Acceptance for
a State Revolving Loan for the Well #7 Replacement Project. This project is
intended to replace City of Hughson Well #7, which recently was removed from
the municipal water distribution system due to high arsenic levels. The project
includes the drilling of a new City well, Well #9, and the re-drilling of an existing
City well, Well #5, as well as central arsenic treatment between the two wells.
This project is being implemented to address a cease-and-desist order served by

the State regarding arsenic levels in the City’s municipal water system.

C. The City of Hughson prepared a Spill Response Plan for Hazardous/Non-
Hazardous Materials and Wastes to provide guidelines for the control and
mitigation of non-storm water spills that enter the City’s storm water conveyance
system. The plan focuses on processes and procedures for responding to non-

storm water spills involving hazardous/non-hazardous materials and waste.
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SAFETY
Amendments
There were no amendments to the Safety Element in 2014.

Progress

In 2014, the City Council approved allocating City of Hughson community enhancement
funds to help the independent Hughson Fire Protection District purchase a
fire/emergency response command vehicle. The Command Vehicle Unit was
operational in October 2014. The Fire District states that the vehicle will assist in
responding to fires and other emergencies, helps to better manage the incident and the
safety of paid and volunteer fire fighters and coordinate with other protection agencies

at the incident.

NOISE
Amendments
There were no amendments to the Noise Element in 2014.

Progress

The Planning Commission or City Council did not approve a project in calendar year

2014, which would constitute implementation of the Noise Element of the General Plan.
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HOUSING

Amendments
There were no amendments to the Housing Element in 2014.

Progress

Pursuant to State law, the Stanislaus County Council of Governments (StanCOG) is
responsible for the development of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)
within Stanislaus County. According to the Final Regional Housing Needs Plan for
Stanislaus County 2014-2023, Hughson's regional housing needs share for the
determination years has been established as: 218 total housing units—53 in the very low
income category, 34 low income, 38 moderate income and 93 above moderate income

or about 23 units per year over the nearly nine and a half year period.

A. The number of residential building permits issued in 2014 was: 29. The City
estimates that it will fully satisfy its fair share of the identified regional

housing need over the determination years (2014 — 2023).
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CITY OF HUGHSON
PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. PC 2015-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
HUGHSON ADOPTINGTHE 2014 ANNUAL GENERAL PLAN REPORT AND
THE 2014 HOUSING ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT

WHEREAS, the City of Hughson is required by Government Code Section
65400 to provide an Annual Report on the General Plan, by April 1 of each year,
for the preceding year; and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report must be transmitted to the City Council, the
California Office of Planning and Research (OPR), and Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD); and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report must include the following: a) the status of
the General Plan and progress in its implementation, b) the City’'s progress in
meeting its share of the regional housing needs and local efforts to remove
governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of
housing, the degree to which its approved general plan complies with the
guidelines developed and adopted pursuant fo Section 85040.2 as well as the date
of the last revision to the general plan; and

WHEREAS, the Hughson Planning Commission has reviewed and accepted
the 2014 Annual Report on the Hughson General Plan and the 2014 Annual
Housing Element Progress Report;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Hughson Planning

Commission does hereby accept the 2014 Annual Report on the Hughson General

Plan and the 2014 Annual Housing Element Progress Report;



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Hughson Planning Commission at a

regular meeting thereof held on March 17, 2015, by the following vote:

AYES: SARTAIN, MINYARD, STRAIN, and FONTANA

NOES: NONE
ABSTENTIONS: NONE

ABSENT: PATEL

ATTEST:

I S T

DOMINIQUE SPINALE ROMO, City Clerk




