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1.0 Intreduction

In compliance with Section 65400 of the California Government Code, this report has been
prepared to summarize the status of the General Plans for Kern County’s unincorporated areas
and the steps that have been taken to amend and implement General Plan policies. Two General
Plans govern Kern County, the Kern County General Plan and the Metropolitan Bakersfield
General Plan which is shared with the City of Bakersfield. Both General Plans include numerous
sub-area Specific Plans. This report includes a summary of the status of the two General Plans
and the progress toward their implementation.

The Board of Supervisors approved a reorganization of the Development Services Agency
(DSA), formally called Resource Management Agency (RMA), on May 20, 2010. The
reorganization consolidated the Planning Department and the Community and Economic
Development Department into one new Department called the Planning and Community
Development Department. Many other changes were made to increase the efficiency of the
Agency as a whole and to help provide the best customer service possible.

1.1 Objectives of the Kern County General Plan

o Encourage economic development that creates jobs and capital investments in urban and
rural areas that benefits residents, businesses, and industries, as well as ensuring future
governmental fiscal stability while encouraging new development to utilize existing

infrastructure and services wherever feasible in the County’s urban and rural areas.

) Adopt policies and goals that reflect the County’s on-going commitment to consult and

cooperate with federal, State, regional, and local agencies to plan for the long-term future
of Kern County.
) Ensure the protection of environmental resources and the development of adequate

infrastructure with specific emphasis on conserving agricultural areas, discouraging
unplanned urban growth, ensuring water supplies and acceptable quality for future
growth, and addressing air quality issues.

. Revise the County’s General Plan to reflect ongoing activities, changes in laws and
regulations, and demographic characteristics of the community to ensure that the interests
of the County in the health, safety, and welfare of residents and visitors are reflected in
current policies and goals.

. Maintain compliance with the provisions of State Planning and Zoning Laws as they
relate to General Plan requirements.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (201 1) Page 3



1.2

Objectives of the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan

Incorporate the vision of the Greater Bakersfield Vision 2020 along with its goals and
strategies.

Enhance intergovernmental coordination.

Provide coordinated and consistent services to all residents, businesses, and visitors in the
planning area.

Incorporate the Kern River Plan Element by reference.
Coordinate circulation activities between the City of Bakersfield and Kern County.

Provide joint jurisdictional review and referral for development within the Kern River
Plan Element planning areas.

Conduct joint Bakersfield City Council and Kern County Board of Supervisors meetings
to review and act on issues of mutual interest and concern.

Assist the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) to carry out its purposes and
responsibilities for planning and shaping the logical and orderly development and
coordination of local government agencies so as to advantageously provide for the
present and future needs of the county and its communities.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element

Annual Progress Report (2011) Page 4
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4.0 Summary of General Plan Amendments

The General Plan Annual Progress Report review period runs from January 1, 2010, through
December 31, 2010. In June 2004, the Board of Supervisors approved a comprehensive update to
the Countywide General Plan. The Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan, a joint plan with the
City of Bakersfield, was last updated in 2002 and is currently undergoing a comprehensive
update. That update is expected to be completed in the second half of 2011. Each of the
mandatory elements of the General Plans were prepared and/or updated in full compliance with
State law, the General Plan Guidelines established by the State Office of Planning and Research
and the California Department of Housing and Community Development.

Kern County allows the general plans to be amended quarterly (four times per year) as provided
by State law. The quarterly Windows were set for Board of Supervisor hearings in April, June,
September and December for 2010,

Table 4.1 indicates the year each of the State mandatory General Plan Elements were last
evaluated as a whole and adopted by the Kern County Board of Supervisors. In 2007, Kern
County began a 5-year update to the Housing Element. That update was completed in December
of 2008, and has been approved the State Department of Housing and Community Development.

er
General Plan Element Kern County General Plan Metro Bakersfield General Plan
Land Use 2004 2002
Conservation 2004 2002
lopen Space 2004 2002
Circulation 2004 2002
Noise 2004 2002
Safety & Seismic Safety 2004 2002
Housing* 2008 2008
*Note - The Housing Element is utilized for both the Kern County and Metropolitan Bakersfield General
Plans and is updated every (5) five years.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Repori (2¢11) Page &



Table 4.2 identifies which General Plan Elements and planning documents were amended by the
Board of Supervisors actions during the 2010 Annual Cycle.

Table 4.2
Elements Amended
_ _ - S ' ' Text Only
. | Land'Use, Open Space | . {Land Use,
-__..:G:e_ne_r_éI_/Spe_{—j_l_fl._c _P:_i:?._" . &Conservatlon o _:C_lr_culation Open Space &
U O N el SN IO | Conservation)
Kern County General Plan 12 8 4
Metropolitan Bakersfield General
4 3 0
Plan
Western Rosedale Specific Plan 1 1 0
Willow Springs Specific Plan 1 1 0
Frazier Park/Lebec Specific Plan 1 0 1
Rosamond Specific Plan 1 0 1
Greater Tehachapi Specific Plan 1 1 1
Total 21 14 7

5.0 Housing Element

The 2008-2013 Housing Element provides programs that are intended to facilitate development of
low income housing through funding opportunities and the review and revision of governmental
constraints such as fees, codes, improvements and permit procedures. An analysis of the
relationship of the Zoning and Land Division Ordinances to the Housing Element has found them
in compliance. The State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) has
reviewing the Housing Element and determined the Element’s goals, objectives, and policies will
contribute to the attainment of State housing goals. The HCD has also determined the County
Housing Element meets all regulatory requirements per the government code.

New guidelines were formed this year to the Department of Housing and Community
Development California Code of Regulations (Title 25, Division 1 Chapter 6). Starting with this
reporting year the following tables will be updated annually. Table A, below, is a summary of
newly constructed housing units in Kern County that are classified as very low-, low-, and mixed-
income multifamily projects. For this reporting period, a total of 188 units were constructed.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (2011) Page 7



Table A

Annual Building Activity Report Summary - New Construction
Very Low-, Low-, and Mixed-Income Multifamily Projects

Housing with Financial Housing without
Housing Development aformation Assistance andlor Financlal Assistance
Deed Restrictiens ar Deed Restrictions
7
. HOME; USDA-RD; )
Rancho Lindo 5+ R 43 1 44 Tax Crodits TSAC; HOME
DiGiorgio 5+ R 79 1 80 HOME: Tax Credits | TSAG; HOME
" HOWME; Jae Serna
Lamont Famity 5+ R 63 1 64 & Fousing Program TSAC; HOME
{8) Tolal of Moderate and Above Moderate from Table A3 0 axy 337
{10} Total byincome Table NAZ B 185 340 525
(11} Total Extramely Low-lncome Units*

* Note: These fields are voluntary

Table A2 shows the total number of rehabilitated, preserved and acquired units that meet the
requirements of Government Code 65583.1(c)(1). For this reporting year, none of the home
owner rehabilitation units that are being financed by the Planning and Community Development
Department qualify for reporting under the Government Ceode, listed above. However, the
rehabilitation of existing units is a part of the County’s goal of assuring adequate and affordable
housing. The 2008-2013 Housing Element estimated 100 housing units would be rehabilitated
with public assistance during the 2006-2013 period. From July 2009 through June 2010, 9 single-
family residences were rehabilitated with funds issued through the County Planning and
Community Development Department’s Housing Rehabilitation Program. Households earning
less than 80 percent of the County Median Family Income (MFI) occupied all of these units.
From July 2005 through June 2010, 96 homes were rehabilitated under the County Planning and
Community Development Department’s Housing Rehabilitation Program.

Table A2

Annual Building Activity Report Summary - Units Rehabilitated, Preserved and Acquired pursuant
to GC Section 65583.1(¢){1)

Fease note: Units may only be credited le 1ha lable below when a jurisdiction has included & programit its housing elerment to rehabililale, preserve or
acquire units 1o acconrmdatle a portion of its RHNA whichmeet the spacific crileria as outfined in GC Section 65583.1(¢)(1)

Affordability by Househokd ncormes
Activity T {4} The Dascription should adequately document how each unit conplies with
clivity Type subsection (¢ }7) of Government Cada Section 65583 1
(1) Rahabiitalion Activity i
{2) Praservation of Units At-Risk o
{3) Acquisition cf Units 1]
{5} Total Units by lhcoma 1] a 0 1}

* Note: This field is woluntary

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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Table A3 is a summary of the above moderate-income units that are not reported in Table A. For
this reporting year, the number is 337 units that were constructed in the unincorporated area of
Kern County.

Table A3

Annual building Activity Report Summary for Above Moderate-Income Units
{notincluding those units reported on Table A)

g 4 > iy > 5 Num;;er of
Single Family | 2 -4 Units 5+ Units Second Unit Mokile Homes Total infill units®
No. of Units Pemnitted for ¢ 0 o 0 o o
Modarate
No. of Units Pernitted for
Above Moderate 202 18 5 7 107 237

* Note: This field is woluntary

Table B is a summary of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) progress that is being
made in the unincorporated area of Kern County. The current Housing Element of the General
Plan states that a total of 8,586 units will be needed between 2006 and 2014. For this reporting
period the total was 525 units, bring the total for the reporting period to 4,633 units constructed.

Table B
Regional Housing Needs Allocation Progress

Permitted Unlts Issued by Affordability

Enler Cakendar Year slarting v ith the first
year of the RHNA aliocation pericd. See 2008 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 203 2014 Tolal
Exampie. Total Linits Remaining
RENA ‘o bale RHNA
N Year Year Year Year Year Year Year Year Year {all years)
income Leved Alocation by 1 2 3 4 5 5 7 s 9 by ncome Level
ncome Level
—
Oeed
Restricled
Very Low Tordood 2,088 2088
restricted
Deed
Low oo 1416 1087
reslricted 4 188 329
Deed
L Reslricled 1,563 1,562
Non-deed
restricted
Above Mederalo 3,519 2,00 954 491 518 340 4,204 -185
Total RFNA by COG. P
Enter atiocation nurber: 2,001 854 835 518 525 4633
TotalUgits >+ » 3883
Remaining Meed for REMA Peried > = - > »

hote: units serving extremly low -incoma househelds are inchided in (he very low-incomea pecitied unis 1otals.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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5.1 Programs

The County Planning and Community Development Department (PCD}) fulfilled some of the low-
income housing funding opportunities mentioned in the Housing Element, by virtue of its
function. The PCD receives federal funds from Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)
and HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program used in part and where appropriate for
financial assistance in creating and sustaining affordable housing. The CDBG is used in part to
develop suitable living environments principally for persons of low or moderate income. The
new total CDBG funding amount for FY 2010-2011 is to be $5,728,036. Approximately 85% of
the CDBG funds were intended for projects that primarily benefit persons with low or moderate
incomes. The Home Program grant funds are used to increase the number of low-income families
served with decent, safe, sanitary, and affordable housing through various means, which can
include acquisition, new construction, rehabilitation, and preservation of existing affordable
housing, Total HOME Program funding is estimated for FY 2010-11 to be $2,341,277.

Table C is a summary of the major programs that have been established within the Housing
Element of the General Plan. A complete list can be found online at
http://www.co.kern.ca.us/planning/pdfs/he/HE2008 toc.pdf. Some of the programs are geared
towards removing governmental constraints with regards to constructing housing units as needed
by the RHNA and stated within GC Section 65583.

Table C

Program Implementation Status

Houslng Programs Progress Report - Govermment Code Sectlon 65583.
Describe progress of all programs including focal efforts to remowe govemnmental constraints to the maintenance,
improvement, and development of hausing as identified in tha housing element.

Program Description
{By Housing Element Program Names}

Timeframe

Name of Program Objective In HE.

Status of Program Implementation

Palicy 1.1 Malriain and Improve the qaulity  |Continue Lo inform eligiole Annually or [The County will promate rehabilition through periodic maiings and

gi:s:irﬁ::ivli)t:i:!:'i b;:;strxgns |1 ?:Zi]::mz Oljr:::r:fr"eaht:i;?ft%fn Semi-  |by posting information on the County's websita as well as an
_ P ing property ¥-Sp W annually |Community Boards.
maintenance standards programs.

Provida home improvement and
rehabilitation assistance to Conlinue to advertise program availibility in targeted

axtremely low-, very low-, and neighborhoods. The County expects to provide funds to rehabifitate
maderate-income households 10 units using HOME funds and 10 Uniits using CDBG funds per
inciuding serors, disabled year through the planning period

persons, and farmwarkers

Policy 1.2 Premote tha repair, rehabilitation,
or improvament of the structures that are
substandard or in disrepair

Ongoing

Continue to provide tenant referral
Policy 1.3 Continue participation in state and |received threugh the Fair Housing

federal programs dasigned {o maintain Hotline as well as othar inquires Suppont HACK as appropriate in preparation of the Annuat Public
housing affordability, including Housing to Housing Autherily of the Annually [Housing Agancy Action Plan to identify and adjust strategies for
Choice Vouchers {Section 8), HOME, County of Kem {HACK) for expanding the use of Housing Choice Voucher assistance
CDBG, and Rural Dewelopment Housing Chaice Vouchers Renal

Assistance
Policy 1.4 Presene the exisling stock of Provide available financial and/or technical assistance to sxisting
assisted rental housing for long-term Participate in the presenation of CGngoin properly owners and/or other organizations interested in
ccoupancy by lower- and moderate-income  |at-risk units going purchasing and maintaining the properiies should the owners be
households interested in selling
Puolicy 2.1 Facilitate the provisien of housing Enccurage (he fie»eioprpent of N - . )

. affordable housing, provide . The County will work 1o giving expedited revews and fee
that meets the needs of ali economic © Ongoing . . .
3 financia! and/or regulatory deferralsiwaivers to afordable housing projects

segments of the community. . ) i

incentives where feasible
Palicy ,3'1 Pengdlcaiiy e Cqunly_ Continue to review development Continue to ensure that development regulations and permit
reguialions, erdinancas, and residential . ; : . . -

R . . regulations and permil processing| Ongoing  jprocessing procedures allow for the most efiicient dewelopment

discrelianary permil fees la ensure that they .

procedures processing possible

do nat unduly consirain housing development

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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6.0 State Office of Planning and Research Guidelines

The Kern County General Plan and the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan adhere to the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) General Plan Guidelines. Both documents
contain all seven mandatory elements and include some additional elements dealing with issues
of local importance. The County General Plan includes an Energy Element that focuses on the oil
and gas production industry and its challenges as well as opportunities for renewable energy
production in the County. The Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan includes the Kern River
Plan Element for the protection of the Kern River Corridor through the Metropolitan area.

The County maintains and periodically updates their general plans. The County General Plan
was updated in 2004 with participation from the public throughout the County. The Metropolitan
Bakersfield General Plan (MBGP) was updated in 2002 utilizing concepts in the Greater
Bakersfield 2020 Visioning program. Due to recent population growth and changing issues, both
the City and the County are jointly updating the MBGP with participation from the public.

Kern Council of Governments (KernCOG) has developed a Blueprint Visioning program
throughout the County. The Kern Regional Blueprint Program, led by KemCOG, is part of a
larger 8-county San Joaquin Valley wide process. At both the County and Valley levels, the
Blueprint process will result in a range of transportation, land use, and environmental programs
responding to the many challenges associated with anticipated population growth over the next 40
years.

6.1 Environmental Justice

Environmental justice is defined in State planning law as the fair treatment of people of all races,
cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies (§65040.12(¢)). The Kern County
General Plan 2004 update incorporated policies for environmental justice in the Land Use, Open
Space and Conservation Element. These policies are used when processing and evaluating
General Plan Amendment requests,

Policy 6. page 62 of the Kern County General Plan (KCGP) states that the County shall
ensure the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, incomes and age groups with
respect to the development, adoption, implementation and enforcement of land use and
environmental programs.

Policy 7. page 62 of the KCGP states that in administering land use and environmental
programs, the County shall not deny any individual or group the enjoyment of the use of
land due to race, sex, color, religion, ethnicity, national origin, ancestry, lawful
occupation or age,

Policy 8, page 62 of the KCGP states that the County shall ensure that new industrial uses
and activities are sited to avoid or minimize significant hazards to human health and
safety in a manner that avoids over concentrating such uses in proximity to schools and
residents.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (2011) Page 11



6.2 Military Lands and Coliaborative Planning

The County General Plan provides guidance in policies and implementation as it relates to
coordinating land use planning with the military.

Policy 1. page 8 of the Plan states that coordination and cooperation will be promoted
among the County, the incorporated cities, military bases, and the various special districts
where their planning decisions and actions affect more than a single jurisdiction.

Policy 4. page 8 states that the County will solicit comments and coordinate with local
governments, the military, and other federal or State jurisdictions on projects which are
proposed within a peripheral area established mutual agreement between the County and
the jurisdiction.

Implementation Measure D. page 8 states that the County shall establish a “Review Area”
around each State, military, or other federal jurisdiction. Review development proposals
or proposed General Plan Amendments and revisions within the established area with the
appropriate agency.

The General Plan intends to ultimately incorporate a Military Readiness Element when the OPR
prepared guidelines for the formulation and implementation of military readiness elements is
completed. As explained later in this report, the County is one of several jurisdictions
participating in a Joint Land Use Study with OPR and the military.

6.3 Native American Tribes

The Kern County General Plan addresses the issue of consultation with Native American tribes.
This is in addition to the Planning and Community Development Department's implementation of
SB 18 and consultation with the Tribes during processing of general plan amendments and
adoption of new planning programs.

Implementation Measure N, page 67 states that the County shall develop a list of Native
American organizations and individuals who desire to be notified of proposed
discretionary projects. Besides the consultation request through the implementation of
SB 18, the Planning and Community Development Department continues to include
Native American Tribes in the CEQA process as well as notification of all hearings.

Implementation Measure O, page 67 states that on a project specific basis, the Planning
and Community Development Department shall evaluate the necessity for the
involvement of a qualified Native American monitor for grading or other construction
activities on discretionary projects that are subject to a CEQA document.

Implementation of these measures, in addition to the consultation provisions through
requirements of SB18, allows the County to communicate and consult with local Native
American tribes. Since adoption of SB 18, all general plan amendments processed through Kern
County have provided for notification and consultation with affected Native American Tribes as
determined by the Native American Heritage Commission in Sacramento.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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7.0 Recent Comprehensive General Plan Updates

. County General Plan - June 2004,
. Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan - December 2002, Currently in process of being
updated.

8.0 Emergency Ordinances

None adopted for this time period.

9.0 Goals, Policies, Objectives, Standards or other plan proposals that need to be added
or were deleted, amended, or otherwise adjusted

During the time covered by this report, the County has been continually evaluating policies and
implementation of the General Plans. During this reporting period two new changes were
identified in regards to the Frazier Park/Lebec Specific Plan’s goals, policies, objectives,
standards. More specifically related to the oak tree preservation policies and the implementation
of the master trails plan policy.

10.0  General Plan Amendments
10.1  Planning Activities Initiated

The Kern County Planning and Community Development Department has initiated, or is in the
process of initiating, a number of projects related to the implementation of the General Plans.

Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan - Update

The City of Bakersfield and Kern County have each adopted one common General Plan for the
Metropolitan Bakersfield area. State law requires local governments to work together with other
agencies in preparing and implementing their general plans. (Government Code Sections 65304
and 65400 (a)). In the case of the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan, where both the City
and the County are responsible for coordinated planning, cooperation is paramount. The County
last adopted this general plan in December 2002. However, due to population growth and the
issues which come with rapid growth, both jurisdictions have begun a comprehensive review and
update of this 2002 General Pian.

Specific Plans
A specific plan is a tool for the systematic implementation of the general plan, in accordance with

Government Code Sections 65450-65547 which includes the requirement for the seven mandated
elements.

» Land Use Element
s Open Space Element
¢ Conservation Element

* Circulation Element

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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¢ Noise Element
¢ Safety Element

* Housing Element

A specific plan effectively establishes a link between implementing policies of the general plan
and the individual development proposals in a defined area. Initiation of a specific plan process
may be motivated by any number of factors including development issues or the efforts of private
property owners. The Planning and Community Development Department is processing a
number of staff initiated specific plans.

* Kern River Valley Specific Plan
Staff initiated 172 square inile community plan for the Sierra Nevada mountain area
around Lake Isabella.

¢ Indian Wells Valley Specific Plan
Staff initiated 250 square mile community plan for the area around China Lake Naval
Weapons Center and the City of Ridgecrest and the unincorporated area of Inyokern.

The following specific plans were approved during the reporting year:

» QGreater Tehachapi Area Specific Plan
Staff initiated 275 square mile community plan for the unincorporated area surrounding
the City of Tehachapi.

Master Plans
No Master Plans were approved during the reporting year.
Housing Element

The Planning and Community Development Department has prepared the 2008 Update to the
Kern County Housing Element pursuant to Article 10.6, §65580 et seq., of the Government Code.
The update was submitted to the State Housing and Community Development Department (HCD)
for on July 31, 2008 and was approved on September 29, 2008.

Alternative Energy

In 2010, the Planning and Community Development Department has processed or is processing,
projects for alternative or renewable energy sources. Most of these applications do not require a
general plan amendment but are included in this yearly report to discuss implementation of the
goals and policies of the County General Plan. These applications support the goal of the Land
Use Element of the County General Plan, Resource: Encourage alternative sources of energy,
such as solar and wind energy, while protecting the environment. The County General Plan also
includes an Energy Element, which promotes and facilitates energy development. On February
22, 2011, the Board of Supervisors adopted a new goal to be incorporated into the Energy
Element that would promote the development of 10,000 MWs (10GWSs) of renewable energy
within the County by the year 2015. Projects completed or in process at this time, which would
promote this alternative energy goal, are listed below.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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¢ Alta-Oak Creek Mojave Project
The Alta-Oak Creck Mojave Project has an electric generating capacity of 800-MW and
is owned by Terra Gen. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use
entitlement for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern Kern
County and was approved in December 2009. This project is currently under
construction, with more than 200+ turbine building permits issued and being erected in
2010.

» Aero Energy Project
The Aero Energy Project has an electric generating capacity of 65-MW and is owned by
Aero Energy. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use entitlement
for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern Kern County and
was approved in Aprii 2009.

¢ PdV Infill Project
The PdV Iafill Project is an in-fill project within the previously approved PdV Project.
Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use entitlement for the Wind

Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern Kern County and was approved in
March 2010.

e Pacific Wind Project
The Pacific Wind Project has an electric generating capacity of 250-MW and is owned by
enXco Development Corp. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use
entitlement for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern Kern
County and was approved in October 2010.

¢ Pahnamid Wind Project
The Pahnimad Wind Project has an electric generating capacity of 250-MW and is owned
by Alta Windpower, LLC. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use
entitlement for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern Kern
County and expected to be presented before the local hearing body in 201 1.

¢  Morgan Hills Wind Project
The Morgan Hills Wind Project has an electric generating capacity of 300-MW and is
owned by Alta Windpower, LLC. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local
land use entitlement for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern
Kern County and expected to be presented before the local hearing body in 2011.

¢ Alia East Wind Project
The Alta East Wind Project has an electric generating capacity of 250-MW and is owned
by Alta Windpower, LLC. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use
entitlement for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning, while a joint CEQA/NEPA document is
being prepared for use by both Kern County and the BLM. The project is located in
Eastern Kern County and expected to be presented before the local hearing body in 2012.

e North Sky River and Jawbone Wind Energy Projects
The North Sky River and Jawbone Wind Energy Projects have an electric generating
capacity of 330-MW and are owned by North Sky River, LLC and Jawbone Wind
Energy, LLC. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use entitlement

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern Kern County and
expected to be presented before the local hearing body in 2011.

* Lower West Wind Project
The Lower West Wind Project has an electric generating capacity of 21-MW and is
owned by Aero Energy. Kern County is the Lead Agency in charge of local land use
entitlement for the Wind Energy (WE) zoning. The project is located in Eastern Kern
County and expected to be presented before the local hearing body in 2011,

Kern County Dairy Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

The County General Plan contains policies regarding confined animal facilities, including dairies
and feedlots that shall consider proximity to incorporated arcas of urban development and
sensitive receptors such as schools and hospitals. Environmental documentation shall analyze
distances to these areas, as well as potential impacts and mitigation. Due to the number of
applications for conditional use permits to allow dairy facilities received by the Planning and
Community Development Department, the County is preparing a comprehensive environmental
evaluation of approximately 16 dairy animal facility proposals within the southern San Joaquin
Valley portion of Kern County for future location of these types of facilities. Ongoing in 2011

Joint Land Use Study (JLUS)

Kern County is one of the member agencies working with the State Office of Planning and
Research on the R-2508 Joint Land Use Study. The objective of the JLUS is for joint
collaboration among participating local governments, the Department of Defense and other
stakeholders, which will prevent or mitigate conflicting land uses and/or military operations and
promote community economic development, safety and health. Two military bases, Edwards Air
Force and the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake have land within Kern County. Ongoing in
2011

10.2  Implementation of the General Plans

The following table identifies 4 of the 27 General Plan Amendments that were approved or
denied during the 2010 amendment cycle in response to the policies and implementation
measures of the County General Plan and the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan. The project
referenced includes the policy/implementation measure of the General Plan or Specific Plan that
was used to approve the project.

Table 10-1
General Plan Amendments and Implementation of
General Plan Goals and Policies

lan/Element
Kern County Planning and | County General | Approved | Ecomomic  Development in  the
Community Development Plan: Circulation County.

Element Policies and  Implementation:
GPA#18, Map 102; Economic Development in the
GPA#4, Map 102-14; County  shall  recognize  the
GPA#8, Map 102- importance of major transportation

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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15;change the road
designation of Landco
Drive from a collector to a
local street, between Olive
Drive and Hageman Road,
change the road
designations of Knudsen
Drive from a local to a

corridors as important economic tools

for commercial and  industrial

development and promotion.

Shebasta
GPA#5, Map 63-12

531062

General Plan:

LU/OS & C

collector, between Olive

Drive and Hageman Road

Fallingstar Kern County Approved | Provide adequate housing sites

Homes/Cornerstone General Plan: through appropriate land use.

Engineering, Inc. LU/OS & C Policies and Implementation: Allow
for the development of a variety of

SPA#136, Map 500; residential types and densities.

SPA#8, Map 254, Provide adequate housing sites for
special needs groups including

8.5/2.1 to 6.1/2.1 on 253 farmworkers, large families, homeless

acres; from 8.5/2.1 to persons and elderly households

5.3/2.1 on 6.1 acres; 8.5/2.1 through appropriate Zoning

to 5.5/2.1/2.4 on 217.41 designations and regulations.

acres; 8.5 fto 5.5/2.4 on

184.72 acres; 8.5 to 5.6/2.4

on 25.54 acres (557 homes

on 459.07 acres total)

Gene and Alice Gibson Kern County Approved | Accommodate  new  development

General Plan: which provides a full mix and

GPA#2, Map 71-8; LU/OS & C complements existing land uses.
Policies and Implementation: Allow

5.6t05.5 for the development of a variety of
residential types and densities.

Victor Moya and Nancy | Kern County Approved | Accommodate  new  development

which provides a full mix to support
its population.

Policies and Implementation: Allow
for the development of a variety of
commercial uses, including those
which serve residents (groceries,
clothing, etc.), highway users, and
tourists-visitors.

10.3  Agency- and Applicant-driven General Plan Amendments

Table 10-2 presents the entire list of 27 amendments that were requested during the period
covered by this report, as well as the outcome of the hearing.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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10.4 Major Development Applications

During the period covered by this report Kermn County has processed or is currently processing
several alternative energy projects.

Wind Energy
Project Name Case File Acreage | MWs Hearing Date -
Decision/Process
ZCC #3, Map 216;
PAV (Manzana) | ZCCH10, Map 233; 5820 | 300MW 01’:29" iggfl )
CUP 2, Map 216 ppr
ZCC #40, Map 197,
Alta (Terra-Gen) | ZCC#58 Map 198, | 9,075 | soomw | 2132910
ZCC #24, Map 214 pprove
Windstar (Western ZCC #41, Map 197, 04/09/2009 -
Wind) ZCC #59, Map 197 1,007 65 MW Approved
Coram, Inc ZCC , Map 198 69.00 | 3omw | 032772010
Approved
Coram, Inc ZCC #42, Map 197 60.1 3.0 MW 05/2722010 -
Approved
PdV
PdV Addendum infill - no 03/02/2010 -
(Enxco) ZCC#6, Map 216 2,423 additiona Approved
| MWs
LLA - no
Ait& Addegdu;n I LLA | ditions 0?103/20 (13 g -
erra-Gen [ MWs pprov
Pacific Wind ZCC 4, Map 216; 10/26/2010 -
{Enxco) ZCC 11, Map 233 8,300 ISIMW Approved
Windstar ZCC #41, Map 197; LLA =00 | 09212010 -
Addendum I ZCC £59 Map 197 1 additiona Approved
(Western Wind) - Viap I MWs PP
GPA #5, Map 197;
ZCC #45, Map 197,
Alta Addendum ¥ ZCC #64, Map 198; 12/14/2010 -
(Terra-Gen) ZCC #25, Map 214 4,610 330MW Approved
CUP #9, Map 197,
CUP #42, Map 198;
ZCC 2, Map 111;
] . ZCC 8, Map 131;
ggfg;ts(’gei‘g’r‘:) ZCC 5, Map 132: 19300 | 292MW NOP
) ZCC 7, Map 149;
ZCC 14, Map 150

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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Jawbone Wind

Energy Project ZCC 9, Map 131 640 ISMW NOP
(Phil Rudnick)
ZCC, Map 197,
Z2CC, Map 198;
Avalon (Enxco) ZCC, Map 214, 10,060 255MW
ZCC, Map 215;
ZCC, Map 216
Sand Canyon/
Sand Creek (Helo | 7cc o0 vD 1o 300 | 20MW RFP
Energy) - viap
ZCC 10, Map 168;
ZCC 4, Map 168-27;
Alta Eéztn()Tem' 7ZCC 3, Map 179; 3,660 | 300MW RFP
ZCC 6, Map 180;
ZCC 47, Map 197
Rising Tree 2CC, Map 180
(Horizon Wind) ZCC. Map 197 4019 | 350MW RFP
. ZCC 10, Map 182;
Pah“a‘(‘;gf]g“”a‘ ZCC 1, Map 182-36; | 7,106 | 200MW RFP
ZCC 11, Map 199
Morgan Hills
(Terra-Gen) TWRA Boundary 3,604 230MW RFP
Catalina (Enxco) ZZCC% % I\I\/f[?; ?21156; 7,440 350MW RFP
. . ZCC 9, Map 215; Pac Wind
Pacific Wind ’ ’ .
ZCC 9, Map 216; infill - no
A(“E‘\}:)?S:)m ZCC 35, Map 232; L3235 | Jdditiona | 041272011
ZCC 14, Map 233 | MWs

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (2011)




Solar Energy

Name Case Number Acreage MW Location
Chevron Energy
Solutions former Chevron
Company by URS CUP 24, Map 103-7 18 2 Bakersfield
Corporation Refinery
Meadows Field Meadow Field
Solar Project CUP 53, Map 102 9 750 kWh Airport
bGYEUEI‘{]g‘g rI;LC CUP 36, Map 167 337 40 13681 Chantico Rd
LADWP- CUP 5, Map 150 75 10 f{?’bo“e Canyon
Vaquero Energy CUP 15, Map 125 10 1
Cenergy Power by
Melntosh & CUP 18, Map 55 2 500kw
Assoc.
Renewable
Technology Driver Road, South
Development CUP 17, Map 57 2 NA of Kimberlina
Rosamond Solar
Project by SGS GPA 16, ZCC 33, CUP
Antelope Valley 27, Map 232 260 120 Rosamond
LLC
Lost Hills Solar by | GPA 6, CUP 11, Map 307 175 East of Hwy 46 and
NextLight 28 ' Hwy 33

GP Rd, NW of Lost
Cenergy Power CUP, Map 29 prt 159.6 1.5 Hiils
RE Distributed .
Solar Projects (RE | CUP 1, Map 151 588 74 | portofPhilips
. oad
Barren Ridge 1)
RE Distributed
Solar Projects (RE | CUP 30, Map 196 47 5 Mojave
Rio Grande)
RE Distributed .
Solar Projects (RE if : ;3%(5? I, CUP 3, 320 20 EIO\X] Favorito and
Rosamond One) P
RE Distributed
Solar Projects (RE | CUP 4, Map 231-03 160 20 Willow Springs
Rosamond Two)
RE Distributed
Solar Projects (RE ?cc 46, CUP 31, Map 165 20 | Mojave
. 96
Columbia One)
RE Distributed Purdy west of Hwy
Solar Projects (RE | CUP 32, Map 196 132 20
. 14

Columbia Two)
RE Distributed Purdy west of Hw
Solar Projects (RE | CUP 33, Map 196 68 10 14 Y Y
Columbia Three)

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (2011)
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4

RE Distributed

Solar Projects (RE :
Tehachapi Solar CUP 75, Map 164 160 20 Tehachapi
One)
RE Distributed
Solar Projects (RE .
Tehachapi Solar CUP 76, Map 164 157 20 Tehachapi
Two)
REDistributed =1 00 118 oyyp 34, NE of Sierra Hwy
Solar Projects (RE Map 230 40 5 dA A
Great Lakes) ap and Avenue
Monte Vista Solar
Array by First GPA 24, ZCC 45, CUP 1,040 126 Sou.theast of
29, Map 196 Mojave
Solar
Maricopa Sun
Solar Complex GPA 5, CUP 5, Map
Project by 158/ GPA 1, CUP 7., 6,046 700 W"‘ft gfrlfst and
Maricopa Sun Map 159 cast ot 14
LLC
Rosamond Solar
- . GPA 14, ZCC 31, CUP
Array by First 25, Map 232 1,177 155 West of Rosamond
Solar
Willow Springs
GPA 15, 2CC 32, CUP Northwest of
Solar Array by 1,402 160
. 26, Map 232 Rosamond
First Solar
Porter & CUP 6.7 & 8. Map 158 321 4 20 South Kern
Associates ’ » Viap ’ Industrial Center
] Highway 119 east
Elle Hills Solar by | ~5p 16 Map 139 47 7 | of Valley West
enXco
Road
Goose Lake Solar Corcoran Rd and
by enXco CUP7, Map 53 94 15 Carmel Rd
San Bernard. David
San Bernard Solar Road, east of
by enXco CUP'5, Map 162 43 6 Edison Rd Neuralia
Rd and Washburn
Smyrna Solar b Intersection of
Y Y| cups, Map 7 125 20 Pond Rd and
enXco
Peterson Rd
Antelope Valley GPA 17, ZCC 34, CUP
Solar Project by 28, Map 232; GPA 3,
Renewable ZCC13,CUP 8, Map | 078 650 | Rosamond
Resources 233
et o 7005, cup g ot 5ot f
42-13; ZCC 1, CUP 1, 500 60 '
Renewable Map 42-24 Fay Ranch Rd &
Resources P Bonkell St.

Kem County General Plan and Housing Element
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Old River One by

RE Old River One | CUP 63, Map 142 105 16 Old River Rd
LLC
Old River Two by
RE Old River Two | CUP 64, Map 143 110 17 Old River Rd
LLC
High Desert Solar NW United Street
by Element Power CUP 34, Map 196 154 18 and Purdy Ave
Sunshine Solar by | SPA 25, ZCC 146, 319 40 \E;iitof 1(10?;: Ez{;et
Congentrix CUP 104, Map 231 a S
Road
Avenida Del Sol
Solar Project CUP, Map 46 37 5 Inyokern
Cygnus Solar by
Fotowatio SEC Hermosa Rd
Renewable CUP, Map 125 423 80 and Malaga Rd
Ventures
Rigel Solar by
Fotowatio Adobe Rd and
Renewable CUP, Map 161 319 80 Wheeler Ridge Rd
Ventures
Orion Solar by
Fotowatio Herring Rd and S.
Renewable CUP, Map 162 286 40 Edision Rd
Ventures
I?fc:;:?iysgzksrt NWC Hwy 58 and
. CUP, Map 194 3,066 350 California City
Kern Properties, Blvd
LLC Y
N of Lokern, S of
Pioneer Solar CUP, Map 97 640 D7th Standard Rd
Browning Rd
Solar by Integrated
Resources Browning Rd,
Development CUP, Map 33-1 27.23 4.5 McFarland
L.a Paloma Solar CUP Map 118 368 5.5 East of McKittrick
S/S of Twisselman
Rd, betwn
Twisselman Solar Holloway Rd and
by Gestamp CUP, Map 33-1 103 17 West Side Hwy
Pham Solar APN 252-332-20
Project by NWC of West
Sunlight Partners, Rosamond Blvd &
LLC 29 83rd Street West

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
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Reck Solar Project

APN 374-250-08
North of Elder Ave,
between 90th Street

by Sunlight West & 85th Street
Partners, LLC 19 West

Calwest Energy by APN 236-360-64 &
Jonathan Bender 29 12

Interstate Apn 258-090-27
Ministorage by Adjacent to 2463
Duane DeBlauw 10 15th Street West
Champagne Road

Solar Photovoltaic

Project by Aurora APN 346-032-05
Solar, LLC 6970 Tehachapi
(Iberdrola Willow Springs
Renewables) 320 40 Road

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (2011}
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11.0.  Agricultural Land Conversion

Agriculture continues to be Kern County’s most economically productive industry that
confributes to the nation and world’s needs. Similar to the Statewide trend, the County’s
agriculture areas are facing increasing pressure to convert productive farmland to housing,
industrial, and commercial development. The Land Use, Open Space, and Conservation
Elements incorporate policies and programs that recognize the importance of agriculture and the
necessity to manage this resource for future use. Kern County’s Williamson Act and Farmland
Security Zone programs also are instrumental in conserving lands in agricultural use

The County General Plan designates areas of irrigated cropland Intensive Agriculture. The
Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan designates areas of irrigated cropland as R-IA (Resource-
Intensive Agriculture). Other resource planned land use designations protect properties for
various ranching activities. The General Plans also recognize that tax and economic incentives,
available markets, and water are important factors to ensuring the long-term retention of
agricultural use. The continued existence of large, contiguous areas of agricultural zoning,
Williamson Act and Farmland Security Zone land, and the County’s adopted Right-to-
Farm/Right-to-Business Resolutions and planned land use policies acknowledge agriculture’s
importance to the County.

There are 2,439,996 acres of prime, nonprime agricultural land, and grazing land in Kern
County. Approximately one third of this land is designated Intensive Agricultural (902,423
acres is designated Map Code 8.1 and 72,845 acres is designated Map Code R-IA). During
2010, a total of 117-acres of Intensive Agricultural designated lands were re-designated for non-
agricultural use. As Table 11-1 indicates, there was a gain of 960-acres of prime farm land re-
designated to Intensive Agriculture, with a net gain of 843 acres between what was lost and
gained within the reporting year.

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (201 1) Page 28



Table 11-1

Pianned Land Use Designation Conversions to Non-Agricultural Use

January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2610

Applicant Kern County General Plan Description Agricultural
Land Converted
Rosamond Holdings, | SPA#16, Map 232; from 5.3/4.4/2.85, | -960
LLC 5.3/4.4/2.6,7.1/4.4, and 7.1/4.4/2.6 to 8.1/2.85,
8.1/2.6/2.85, and 8.1
NSM Recycling, Inc. / | GPA#1, Map 56; from 8.1 to 7.2 4
T.J. Cross Engineers
Enos Properties, LLC / | GPA#1, Map 79-26; from 8.1 to 4.1 with | 61
Meclntosh & Associates underlying 7.1 and 6.2/2.5
Jim's Supply Company / | GPA#4, Map 57, from 8.1 and 8.1/2.5t0 7.2 16
R.L. Abbott &
Associates
Jose Ramos / Jamie | GPA#4, Map 143-31; from 8.1/2.3 t0 5.7/2.3 21
Sandoval
Mettler County Water | GPA#1, Map 203-1; from 8.1 t0 7.2 15
District
County General Plan Total -843

Applicant Metropolitan ~ Bakersfield  General Plan | Agricultural
Description Land Converted
N/A N/A 0
Metro Bakersfield General Plan Total ]
County Total -843

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element

Annual Progress Report (2011)
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Table 11-2 illustrates the number of acres of prime farmland converted to urban use
within the Kern County General Plan area, as well as the total number of agricultural
(prime and non-prime) lands that have been changed. The total loss of prime agricultural
lands in the unincorporated area of the County between 1998 and 2010 has been 1,897
acres. Most of the properties converted to nonagricultural uses in the County are located
within the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan. In the Kern County General Plan area,
most of agricultural lands converted have been used as solid waste buffer and continue to
be farmed through leases to neighboring farmers.

Table 11-2
Pianned Land Use Designation Conversions to Non-Agricultural Use
General Plan Amendments
1998-2010

Outside Metro Bakersfield GP

ToUrban_- To Ag Resource -To Solid Waste Loss Gain
_ (acres) - {Acres) - -~ (acres) (acres)  (acres)
1998-1999 221 413 111 0 81
1999-2000 23 0 2285 2308 0
2000-2002 57 1011 119 0 835
2002-2003 1163 0 253 1416 0
2003-2004 43 0 0 43 0
2004-2005 87 125 0 0 37
2005-2007 119 990 0 0 871
2007-2008 14 0 0 14 0
2008-2009 53 5285 801 0 4431
2009-2010 117 960. 0 0 843
Total - 1897 8784 3569 3781 7098

12.0 Greater Tehachapi Area Specific and Community Plan

The following Implementation Measure was approved with the adoption of the Greater Tehachapi
Area Specific and Community Plan (GTASCP) in 2010:

Implementation 11: Government Code Section 65400 mandates that Kern County
submit an annual report on the status of the Kern County General Plan and
progress in its implementation to their legislative bodies, the Governor’s Office
of Planning and Research (OPR) and the Housing and Community Development
(HCD) by April 1 of each year. Upon adoption of this plan, the County shall
include a section in the annual report regarding the GTASCP. This section will
be presented to the Board of Supervisors and will evaluate how the Plan has been
implemented and will include a recommendation regarding the need to re-open
and/or revise any portion(s) of the Plan. Policies LU. 5, 11

Kern County General Plan and Housing Element
Annual Progress Report (2011) Page 30



In order to comply with the Measure, Planning Staff has compiled information regarding the total
number of dwelling units that were approved within the boundaries or the Plan for the reporting
year. During the reporting period a total of 26 residential units were constructed (21 conventional
single family residential homes and 5 mobilehomes). Due to the relatively low number of permits

issued and the recent adoption of the GTASCP, Staff does not recommend the Plan be re-opened
at this time.
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