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Introduction

This report is prepared pursuant to Government Code Section 65400 and the adopted
Mariposa County General Plan, which requires a report be prepared each year regarding the
General Plan. The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research provides guidance in
terms of preparing the report. The annual report is reviewed by the Planning Commission
and approved by the Board of Supervisors at a public hearing. Following consideration by the
Planning Commission and action by the Board of Supervisors, the General Plan Annual Report
is submitted to the Office of Planning and Research and the Department of Housing and
Community Development.

This 2015 Annual Report contains a review of the General Plan policies, programs and
mmplementation measures that were addressed during the 2014 calendar year. It also
describes planning activities that are in process or anticipated in 2015 through 2019 (the
short-term planning horizon) and subsequent years to achieve full consistency between
General Plan policies and County development regulations.

Background

The Mariposa County General Plan was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on December 18,
2006. The underlying goals and policies of the General Plan were developed during a six-
year-long public planning process featuring community workshops, preliminary drafts of
policy documents, planning fairs, focused working sessions, public outreach efforts, revised
drafts, and a final round of public hearings. An accompanying programmatic
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the General Plan was prepared, revised and
circulated twice. The adopted General Plan and EIR mitigation measures have been in
effect since December 18, 2006. Printed, electronic and on-line access to the adopted
General Plan has been available to the public since January, 2007.

The General Plan replaced a previous General Plan that had been in effect for the
preceding 25 years. That document, along with four Town Specific Plans adopted during the
1980's, established a prescriptive, zoning-based framework for land use and development
decisions in Mariposa County between 1981 and 2006. The General Plan is a broadly-based
policy document consisting of sixteen elements, with goals, standards and implementation
measures designed to shape the future growth and development of Mariposa County, while
preserving and enhancing the rural character of the County's natural resources and small
communities. The General Plan, like any strategic or policy guidance document, may be
reviewed and updated on a regular basis. It is not intended to remain static over a 20-year
planning period. Rather, it should evolve over time as a seamless, internally consistent
structure of goals and objectives, with portions of the plan always being implemented,
others being updated, and older portions being amended or replaced as appropriate.
Changes to the mandated General Plan elements may be made as many as four times each
year. The annual review process has been used to regularly review the General Plan. The annual
review has been successful in identifying needed amendments and updates to the plan. Per the
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General Plan:

4.2 Review and Update of the General Plan
4.2.01 Annual Review

California law requires a report on the implementation of the General Plan be sent to the
Board of Supervisors each year. The first step in this process is for the Planning Director to
report to the Planning Commuission early in each calendar year; following the Commission’s
review of the report, their recommendations and comments are sent to the Board of
Supervisors. The Board of Supervisors then reviews the report and the Planning
Commission’s comments and recommendations. This annual review process apprises the
Board of implementation measures requiring action during the short-term planning period,
keeping on schedule to carry out time-specific Plan requirements. The process may provide
opportunities for comments and recommendations from the public during Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors’ review.

4.2.02 Five Year Update

The General Plan is organized into three planning periods: short-, intermediate-, and long-
term. At the five-year increment, the Plan is updated by moving intermediate-term
implementation measures to the new short-term period and adding new implementation
measures where appropriate. Long-term implementation measures are either prioritized into
the intermediate-term planning period or remain long-term goals of the County. With regular
review to determine if updates are needed and the potential for updates up to four times a
year, it is possible that future comprehensive updates of the General Plan may not be
required.

Goal 4-2: The General Plan is to be reviewed and updated on a regularly
scheduled basis.

Policy 4-2a: Maintaining a regularly updated Plan ensures its ongoing use in the decision-
making process.

Implementation Measure 4-2a(1):  Mariposa Planning shall review and recommend changes to the
General Plan as a part of its annual report on Planning in the County of Mariposa.

Timing: Short-term

Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department.

Fiscal Impact: None.

Consequences: The Planning Department becomes the catch-point for amendments

to the General Plan and is responsible for reporting the needs for change
to the Board of Supervisors.

Attachment: 2015 General Plan Annual Report (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County Project No. 2015-029)}
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issue statements and guiding principles, along with land use, natural resources and
service delivery policies and provisions. There are also Appendices, with a Glossary of
planning terms and a list of matters for future consideration. Volume I includes a
Countywide generalized map, referred to as the Land Use Diagram.

»  Volume II --- The location for the adopted Area Plans that provide specific guidelines and
requirements that apply to Mariposa County's towns, small communities and special
planning areas. Eventually this section will contain 16 completed geographic area plans
and maps, each prepared by an advisory committee of local residents appointed for that
purpose, reviewed by the Planning Commission, and subsequently adopted by the Board
of Supervisors.

e Volume III --- Known as Technical Background Reports, this section contains detailed
descriptions and underlying data about the County, its communities, local history,
public services, and natural resources and characteristics. This database of background
information was used to document and support the preparation of the General Plan.

« Volume IV --- The programmatic Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared
simultaneously with the goals and policies of the General Plan. This volume serves as the
environmental foundation for land use planning and development decisions and findings
during the lifetime of the General Plan. The EIR identifies “thresholds of significance”
for environmental checklist items discussed; these are regularly cited in environmental
review documents prepared for projects processed in accordance with the General Plan.
A number of implementation measures were incorporated into the General Plan 1n order
to comply with the analysis and CEQA findings of the General Plan EIR. These
measures are cited in the Mitigation Monitoring Plan (MMP) of the final EIR.

Informational Document

This document, the Annual Report, does not create or alter policy, it is simply a reporting
document. The content is provided for informational purposes only, and is exempt from the
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Guidelines Section
15306.

Amendments to the General Plan Worked on in 2014; continuing
work to occur in 2015

Mariposa County established a schedule of dates in 2014 at which amendments to the
General Plan could be considered. No amendments to the General Plan occurred during the
2014 calendar year, although General Plan amendments were being worked on.

e The Planning Department 15 currently working on updating the adopted Housing
Element as required by State law. This project is an amendment to the General Plan
Chapter 8 of Volume [.

+ An update to the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) has been prepared; as part of
the processing of this update, Planning is preparing an update to the General Plan

County of Mariposa Page §
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Safety Element. This project is an amendment to the General Plan Chapter 16 of
Volume L.

Substantial progress has been made (by the Midpines Planning Advisory Committee)
on preparation of the Midpines Community Plan. This project will be an amendment
to the General Plan Volume 1I.

A comprehensive Zoning Amendment project is being prepared, to implement the
Catheys Valley Community Plan (CVCP). Minor necessary edits to the CVCP have
been identified as a result of preparation of this amendment. This will necessitate an
amendment to the General Plan Volume II (Catheys Valley Community Plan).

The Fish Camp Planning Advisory Council 1s working on text amendment to the Fish
Camp Town Plan to address Planned Developments (timeframes). If initiated by the
Board of Supervisors, this project will necessitate an amendment to the General Plan
Volume II (Fish Camp Town Plan).

The Explorer Cabins Project at Tenaya has been submitted for processing; this private
development project will necessitate an amendment to the General Plan Volume II
(Fish Camp Town Plan).

A Zoning Amendment project is being processed, to implement General Plan policies
for processing mining projects. If the Agricultural Advisory Committee’s January
2015 recommendation is pursued, an amendment to the General Plan Volume I will
need to occur (Chapter 5 Land Use and Chapter 11 Conservation and Open Space)
Amendments to the Bed & Breakfast / Residential Transient Rental procedural
requirements have been and are being discussed. If pursued, amendments to the
General Plan Volume II will need to occur, including amendments to the Mariposa
Town Plan, Fish Camp Town Plan, and Wawona Town Plan.

General Plan Implementation

A fundamental purpose of the General Plan Annual Report is to assess progress that has
been made, as well as steps that are being taken, to accomplish the goals and objectives of
the General Plan. Implementation of the General Plan may occur through any of the
following categories of actions:

Addressing and completing specific Implementation Measures as listed in the various
Chapters of the General Plan;

Preparing and adopting new County programs, regulations and ordinances that carry out
the policies and provisions of the General Plan;

Amending pre-existing County regulations, resolutions and ordinances that are not
consistent with the current General Plan. Title 16 (the subdivision regulations) and Title
17 (the zoning code) are two sections of the County Code frequently recognized as
requiring changes and updates to achieve consistency with the General Plan;

Preparing and adopting new Area Plans (or expanding existing town planning areas) to
better serve the Mariposa County communities listed in Table 5-1 of the General Plan,
Considering public and private amendments to the General Plan on a regularly scheduled,

County of Mariposa Page 6
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publicly noticed basis.

Mariposa County, like other California local jurisdictions, must be able to demonstrate that it
i1s making reasonable progress toward bringing its regulations, ordinances, plans and
programs into compliance with the provisions of its adopted General Plan. Discretionary land
use decisions must also be based upon findings of conformance with the General Plan.

Complete consistency of land use regulations with the General Plan necessarily occurs over a
period of many years. Progress in any year depends upon County priorities, resources
allocated (time and financial), the availability of experienced staff, extent of community
interest and involvement, and the complexity of the implementation tasks.

The General Plan itself identifies a multiple-year timeline for accomplishing completion and
full implementation of the measures in the General Plan. The plan's original 20-year planning
horizon is segregated into three general time frames: the short-term planning period (years 1
to 5); the intermediate-term planning period (years 6 to 10); and the long-term planning
period (years 11 to 20.) Depending on their relative priorities, implementation measures
proceed along an orderly path, from longer term to nearer term to completion. The Board of
Supervisors, in its adoption of the General Plan on December 18, 2006, approved a
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMP) which establishes a temporal
framework for addressing the County's responsibilities under California law for
implementation of the General Plan. Within this broad, 20-year time frame for dealing
with all mitigation measures and programs, it is the immediate or short-term planning
priorities with which the Annual Report is most concerned.

Title 17, Zoning Amendments for General Plan Implementation and
Consistency

Provisions of Title 17, the Zoning Ordinance of the Mariposa County Code, need revisions and
amendments in order to incorporate the standards and criteria called for in the General Plan and
to rectify inconsistencies.

A comprehensive Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance amendment project to implement all
goals, policies, and mimplementation measures has not yet been pursued. Rather, revisions to
code have been processed on a priority basis. Projects dealing with individual community
plans (and plan updates), roads, agriculture, organization, and mining have been given the
highest priority for the last several years. Additional amendments will be addressed in 2015,
as resources and staff workloads allow the opportunity for these projects to proceed.

Pending completion of General Plan Implementation, staff relies on the following sections from
the General Plan:

Connty of Mariposa Page 7
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4.1.04

Conflicts Between Adopted County Codes and The Updated
General Plan

Mariposa County codes, policies, regulations, and ordinances were adopted over a quarter century
period prior to this General Plan. The General Plan is the written policy of the Board of Supervisors.
It is known and understood that inconsistencies exist between prior practice, existing ordinances, and
the policies of the General Plan. Under California law, the updated General Plan is the prevailing
document.

4.5 General Plan Implementation

Goal 4-1: The General Plan is to be the prevailing document defining the Board
of Supervisors’ Planning policy for the County of Mariposa.

Policy 4-1a:  Interpreting Board of Supervisors’ policy in the General Plan shall follow the
direction of the guiding principles.

Implementation Measure 4-1a(2): When a conflict exists between the General Plan and an
enacted ordinance, regulation, or a policy of the Board of Supervisors, the
General Plan shall be the prevailing language.

Timing: Ongoing review standard
Responsibility;  All County Departments.
Fiscal Impact:  Ongoing program.
Consequences: Conflict resolution.

General Plan Implementation Priorities in Progress (2014)

A. 5 Year Schedule

The General Plan is the overall policy document that expresses the desired balance within
Mariposa County consisting of preservation of the County’s historic rural character, a thriving
local economy, protection of natural resources and the environment, safe and affordable
housing, and high quality public services. The General Plan directs the future development of
the County through an interlinked set of goals, policies and implementation measures. The
implementation measures, a number of which were adopted in the Environmental Impact
Report, Volume IV, establish a flexible framework through which the General Plan goals and
policies are accomplished over time. The implementation measures, as adopted in the General
Plan, organize the 20-year planning horizon of the plan into three planning periods: short-term
(first five years); intermediate-term (the following five years), and long-term (years 11
through 20.) Over time as short-term planning goals and measures are accomplished, later
implementation steps are moved into place and addressed.

County of Mariposa Page 8
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Planning Department staff will continue work on General Plan Implementation, with direction on
priorities to be established through this Annual Review process.

Staff has identified the following items that need consideration in the next 5 years. These will be
organized into logical groups of amendments, and may be initiated with Resolutions of Intention
to initiate the amendments:

Title 17 Amendments For General Plan Consistency:

1. Amend Zoning Ordinance to make it consistent with the General Plan regarding policies
for permitting mining. This is currently underway. Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment
(and possibly a General Plan Amendment).

2. Adopt implementing zoning for Catheys Valley Community Plan. (Zoning Ordinance
Text and Map Amendments). This is currently underway. New zones are needed for the
Community Commercial Zone and Commercial Residential Zone, as well as “Catheys
Valley-specific” Mountain Home and Agriculture Exclusive zones. Design Review
standards are needed for Catheys Valley. Development standards need to be developed
to implement the minimum parcel size for subdivisions next to Agriculture Working
Landscape land use, to implement home enterprise and rural home industry policies, Dark
Sky policies, ridgetop/hillside development policies, etc. The zoning map for the
Catheys Valley Community Plan area needs to be amended to change zoning in the
commercial area, to remove the TPA zone designation (and make parcels either the
community commercial or community residential zone), to make all parcels one zone
(some are currently split zones), and to make all Land Conservation Act parcels
designated in the AE zone. Procedural requirements need to be developed to implement
policies for minimum density subdivisions (instead of just minimum parcel size
subdivision). Minor amendments to the text of the Catheys Valley Community Plan have
also been identified as necessary.

3. Minimum density subdivision provisions (General Plan Implementation). Subdivision
Ordinance and Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments. Develop provisions to enable
processing of minimum density subdivisions (instead of just minimum parcel size
subdivisions). For example, in the Residential Land Use (in the Mountain Home Zone), a
minimum density subdivision would allow a 20 acre parcel to be divided into 4 parcels,
with a minimum density of 5 acres — which could include 3-2.5 acre parcels and 1-12.5
acre parcel. Ordinance amendments require development of an enforceable provision to
prohibit additional subdivision on the 12.5 acre parcel, even if the applicable zoning
designation on the parcel theoretically would allow additional subdivision (based on
minimum parcel size). This is currently underway, as part of the development of
implementing zoning for the Catheys Valley Community Plan,

4. Change allowed residential density in zoning districts to comply with the General Plan
Natural Resources Land Use (General Plan Implementation). Amendments needed to the
Mountain General (Chapter 17.28) and General Forest (Chapter 17.32) zones, which
currently allow 2 houses per 40 acres). Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment.

Attachment: 2015 General Plan Annual Report (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County Project No. 2015-029})
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5. Amend Chapter 17.12, the Town Planning Area Zone to be consistent with the General
Plan as there are now Town Plans, Community Plans and Area Plans (not just specific
plans). There are more than 11 areas for which plans will be prepared. The minimum
parcel size is no longer 1 acre or 9,000 square feet in a “TPA”, but 2-1/2 acres if there is
no adopted area plan. General Plan consistency issue. Zoning Ordinance Text
Amendment.

6. Amend Section 17.16.010, the Rural Residential Zone to amend reference to the TPA —
changing reference to town, community or special planning area. General Plan
consistency issue. Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment.

7. Evaluate General Commercial Zone-1, General Commercial Zone-2, Light
Manufacturing and Industrial Zone (M-1), and Heavy Manufacturing and Industrial Zone
(M-2) for consistency with the Rural Economic Land Use of the General Plan. Zoning
Ordinance Text Amendment.

8. Zoning Ordinance Section 17.108.050, Density Standards. This code section needs to be
modified or eliminated as it is not longer consistent with the General Plan, Section
5.3.02.F(7). Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment.

9. Section 17.108.060 — remove / update reference to TPA and 17.12.010(a).
10. Section 17.108.060.J — remove / update reference to TPA.

11. Review and amend Sections 17.108.070 and 17.108.080, provisions for home enterprises
and rural home enterprises, pursuant to the General Plan Section 6.1.05.B. Zoning
Ordinance Text Amendment. General Plan Implementation.

12. Section 17.108.090 — remove / update reference to TPA

13. Amend County Code to develop subdivision design standards for placement of structures
on ridgelines and open hillsides pursuant to General Plan Implementation Measure 11-
1A(2). Subdivision Ordinance and possibly Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments.
General Plan Implementation. This is currently underway, as part of the preparation of
development standards for implementing zoning for the Catheys Valley Community Plan.
County-wide standards likely to be similar to CVCP.

14. Amend County Code to implement Phase II Agritourism Program. Include provisions for
agritourism in other zones of code than just the Agriculture Exclusive zone. Zoning
Ordinance Text Amendment. General Plan Implementation.

15. Amend County Code to implement development standards for lighting standards to
require fixtures established by the International Dark Sky Association. Amend County
Code to require that building materials have a low reflective index. Requirements will be
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pursuant to General Plan Implementation Measure No. 11-1d(1) and General Plan Policy
No. 11-1D,

16. Amend County Code to add development standards for shipping containers.

Requirements will be pursuant to General Plan Section 5.3.02.F(3) Storage (for the
Residential Land Use).

General Plan / Zoning Amendments:

1.

Remove setbacks from Highway 49 North (Mariposa TPA Plan). General Plan and
Zoning Ordmnance Text Amendments. Clean up amendment needed to Section
17.336.017, County Code. These setback requirements are no longer needed as the
Highways 49 North continuous left turn lane project, for which the setback requirement
was established, has been completed.

Amend non-conforming uses section of Title 17, Section 17.08.020 for rural parts of
county to specify provisions of both non-conforming uses and non-conforming structures.
Ensure consistency with Chapter 17.340. Zoning Ordinance Amendment. May be
General Plan Amendment (Mariposa Town Plan Amendment) if Chapter 17.340
requirements amendment. Amendments needed based on discussion and issues raised
during appeal public hearing,

General Plan Amendment / Cleanup:

1.

Update diagram in Volume II of General Plan for Catheys Valley. The Volume II map
should refer the reader to the adopted community plan for Catheys Valley, similar to
diagrams for Mariposa, Coulterville, Fish Camp and Wawona. The amendments for the
Catheys Valley Community Plan completed in December 2012 overlooked this
procedural requirement.

Update land use map for Mariposa Town Plan. General Plan Map Amendment. Official
map to be the GIS prepared map.

Update land use map for Coulterville Town Plan. General Plan Map Amendment.
Official map to be the GIS prepared map.

Update land use map for Fish Camp Town Plan. General Plan Map Amendment.
Official map to be the GIS prepared map.

General Plan / Historic Sites Implementation:

L

Determine appropriateness of Certified Local Government Status or alternate program for
the County of Mariposa to better serve owners of historic properties. Present information

County of Mariposa Page 11
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to Historic Sites and Records Preservation Commission and Board of Supervisors for
discussion, General Plan Implementation. Pursuant to Goal No. 14-1, General Plan.

2. Update the County Historic Sites Inventory pursuant to General Plan Implementation

Measure 14-2a(1). This is currently underway. This work is being done in coordination
with the Historic Sites and Records Preservation Commission.

Zoning Map Amendment:

1. Comprehensive zoning ordinance map amendment. Identify any privately owned parcels
in the Public Domain (PD} Zone (Chapter 17.52) and the Public Sites (PS) Zone (Chapter
17.56). The zoning designation on these parcels needs to be amended to an appropriate
zone (considering lands in the vicinity of the parcel} which is not designated for public
ownership. Zoning Ordinance Map Amendment,

Subdivisicn Ordinance Amendment / Update:

1. Establish code requirements for applications for Subdivisions - to inciude
biological/botanical surveys (GP Implementation) (Subdivision Ordinance Amendment)

2. Amend County Code to develop subdivision design standards for placement of structures
on ridgelines and open hillsides pursuant to General Plan Impiementation Measure 11-
1A(2). Subdivision Ordinance and possibly Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments,
General Plan Implementation. This is currently underway, as part of the preparation of
development standards for implementing -oning for the Catheys Valley Community Plan.
Cownty-wide standards likely to be similar to CVCP.

There are also a number of other clean-up text amendments which staff will bring forward for
initiation and processing.

B. Significant Accomplishments in 2014 / Continuing work in 2015

During 2014, and continuing into 2015, significant accomplishments were made toward
achieving major General Plan objectives. These include:

I. In late 2014, Mariposa County was approved to participate in Phase 2 of the Sierra
Nevada Partnership Program. The Phase 1 of the program was the preparation of a
Greenhouse Gas Inventory for the Mariposa County as part of Phase 1. The inventory
established countywide baseline data from 2010, including a municipal emissions
inventory. The inventory was completed and presented to the Board of Supervisors
carly in 2014. The Phase 2 program, to commence in 2015, is for preparation of an
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Energy Action Plan.

2. A contract was been executed with JB Anderson and work has commenced on the state
mandated 5 year update to the Housing Element. An updated adopted element is
expected to be completed in 2015.

3. The second comprehensive review of Land Conservation Act Biennial Reports is
underway for the 2013/2014 reporting period. The process commenced in late 2014
and will be completed in 2015. The primary purpose of the biennial reports is to
ensure contract and policy compliance. Pursuant to policy, property owners found to
be in non-compliance in the previous biennial review were given one year to bring
their properties into compiiance. This review of biennial reports will determine
whether those properties have come into compliance. Those that have not will be
presented to the Board of Supervisors for a decision to file Notices of Non-Renewal.

4. The Planning Advisory Committee process for preparation of the Midpines Community
Plan is fully underway.

5. An update to the County Historic Sites Inventory, using county and volunteer resources,
has commenced. Phase I is to update current inventory resource data. Phase II will be to
add resources to the inventory.

6. GIS staff has been working on a comprehensive and detailed county-wide road map book
project for use by local and outside emergency response personnel. This work has been
fully funded through a DRI Grant.

7. Staff is currently preparing a draft of the Catheys Valley Community Planning Area
Zoning Ordinance to implement the Catheys Valley Community Plan. Once a draft is
complete it will be presented to the Catheys Valley Planning Advisory Committee and
the Planning Commission in public hearings for their recommendation. The Board of
Supervisors would then consider adoption in a public hearing,

8. A draft for an update to the Safety Element is currently underway in order to insure

General Plan consistency with and reference to the adopted Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan.

9. An update to the County’s Environmental Review Policies is underway; the update will
ensure that local procedures are consistent with requirements established by the
California Environmental Quality Act. The local procedures are also intended to assist
county departments in the proper implementation of CEQA.

10. Work has commenced, in cooperation with the Public Works Department, on the first
phase of the Town of Mariposa’s Transit Center Feasibility Study. The project is to
integrate implementable solutions to achieve access to transit, parking availability,
enhanced pedestrian and bicycle access and safety, ADA compliance, connectivity and
mobility with the central Historic District of the town of Mariposa. This project is fully
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grant funded.
Other related planning projects completed in 2014:

11. Work was completed on Title 2 amendments, to separate the Planning and Building
Departments.

12, Work was completed on county code amendments, establishing medical marijuana
standards. Work was cooperative with the County Sheriff and District Attorney.

13. Work was completed on an update to the LAFCo Policies and Procedures. The document
includes GIS maps of the service area boundaries and spheres of influence for all special
districts.

14. A significant study and report was prepared for Board discussion of a potential
moratorium on processing of new LCA contract applications. No moratorium was
pursued.

15. Work was completed, in cooperation with the MRCD, on a Drought Preparedness Plan.

C. Area Plans in Preparation (2014 and 2015)

Progress toward implementation of the General Plan occurs whenever a new Area Plan is
prepared and adopted, when an existing Area Plan is amended, or when the planning for a
Planning Study Area is initiated. At full implementation of the General Plan, sixteen
geographically-distinct Area Plans are envisioned for Mariposa County's local communities;
and the Yosemite National Park's General Management Plan represents a separate federal
planning area of its own. The overall status and timing of the planning programs for each of
the Area Plans is established in Table 5-1 of the General Plan (see below).

The Mariposa County Area Plans fall within the following descriptions, depending upon the
scope and intensity of the land uses represented within any given planning area:

« Town Planning Area: All residential, commercial, industrial, job-center, recreation,
and public uses, as defined in the General Plan, are consistent with the purpose of a
town planning area. In the case of pre-existing adopted town plans, the planning
documents may be known as a Town Specific Plan (such as Fish Camp.)

o Community Planning Area: Single-family residential, rural commercial,
recreation/resort-oriented, small business and public are the land uses consistent with
the purpose of a community planning area. Multi-family residential uses with more
than two attached dwelling units per structure and industrial uses are not
consistent land  uses  within  community planning areas; live-work
commercial/residential uses are acceptable. Greeley Hill and Catheys Valley are
examples of Community planning areas.

Attachment: 2015 General Plan Annual Report (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County Project No. 2015-029))
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» Special Planning Area: Some small locales (including Foresta and Buck Meadows) in
the County do not face the full scope of issues and land uses warranting a full-
scale town plan or community plan. The purpose of a special plan is to address the
specific issues of local importance for the planning area. Consistent uses will be
defined within the special plan.

Three Area Plans are identified in Table 5-1 of the General Plan as "pending for approval in
(the) short term." These are the communities of Midpines, Lake Don Pedro, and Yosemite
West.

The Midpines Community Planning Advisory Committee (MCPAC), appointed several years
ago by the Board of Supervisors, has been meeting regularly. Since January, 2013, Planning has
staffed the committee and worked with members regarding the Community Plan for Midpines.
Significant progress has been made collecting and evaluating background data. Additionally, a
comprehensive public and stakeholders input process has occurred. Appointed sub-committees
have been developing preliminary policies.

The Lake Don Pedro Town Planning Area and the Yosemite West Special Planning Area are the
Iinal short-term priorities for Area Plans.

Table 5-1: Planning Area and Area Plan Status

Planning Area Planning Advisory Committee Area Plan Status

Bear Valley Community Ne Not scheduled

Bootjack Community No Not scheduled

Buck Meadows Special No Not scheduled

Catheys Valley Community Yes Adopted

Coulterville Town Yes Adopted

El Portal Town Yes Pending for completion in the
intermediate term

Fish Camp Town Specific Plan Yes Adopted

Foresta Special No Not scheduled

Greeley Hill Community Yes Not scheduled

Hornitos Community No Not scheduled

Lake Don Pedro Town No Pending for completion in short
term

Mariposa Town No Adopted

Midpines Community Yes Pending for completion in short
term

Mount Bullion Town No Not Scheduled

County of Mariposu

Page 15
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Wawona Town Specific Plan Yes Update adopted
Yosemite National Park N/A Complete'
Yosemite West Special Yes Pending for completion in the
short term

Source: Mariposa County, 2006,

The following Planning Area Advisory Committees are actively conducting meetings: El Portal,
Fish Camp, Midpines and Wawona. Additionally, the Historic Sites and Records Preservation
and Agricultural Advisory Committees are active.

General Plan Elements

The General Plan provides the County’s guiding principles for various planning topics and
i1s considered the “constitution” for the County’s future development. California
Government Code Section 65300 et seq. provides direction and specifies what must be
included in the General Plan. The following seven elements are required:

[ ]
L
*
L ]
L ]

Land Use
Circulation
Conservation
Open Space
Noise

Safety
Housing

An agency may adopt additional optional elements at its discretion. The Housing Element
requires certification from the Housing and Community Development Department.

Mariposa County’s General Plan contains the following elements:

Land Use

Economic Development

Arts and Culture

Housing

Circulation, Infrastructure, and Services
Agriculture

Conservation and Open Space
Local Recreation

Regional Tourism

Historic and Cultural Resources
Noise

Safety

WYosemite National Park has prepared three major updates to its General Management Plan. Of these various plans, the Yosemite
Valley Plan and the Merced River Pian have the greatest set of coliaborative pianning issues within the County.

County of Muriposn Puage 16

Attachment: 2015 General Plan Annual Report (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County Project No. 2015-029}}

'Packet Pg. 181..




2815 General Plan
Annial Reporf

The General Plan includes 16 Chapters or Elements. Chapter 5 (Land Use), Chapter 9
(Circulation, Infrastructure and Services), and Chapter 10 {Agriculture) are the elements which
contain most of the implementation measures and programs that have been mentioned so far in
this Annual Report. However, Chapters 4 through 16 each contain policies and implementation
measures that are being addressed by various County departments and agencies. A few of the
implementing activities and accomplishments of the past year include:

¢ Chapter 5. Land Use

The Land Use Chapter guides development and land use policy. The guidance provided by the
land use element insures that residential parcels be ready to build. Development project are
reviewed and conditions approved based on the General Plan on an ongoing basis. New land
division projects are reviewed in order to ensure that they are “Ready to Build” as required by
General Plan Implementation Measure 5-10a(1). This helps ensure that parcels are in fact
developable. New subdivisions are also reviewed to ensure that they comply with General Plan
Policy 5-3a which requires that “New subdivisions and lands created for commercial and
industrial purposes shall have direct access to maintained roads.”

Applicants submit required environmental studies, and each new proposal is reviewed under
CEQA in order to reduce potential impacts associated with development. Mitigation measures
are commonly included in project approvals, and together with conditions of approval insure
compliance with General Plan policies.

Pending amendments include one associated with the implementation of General Plan policies
for mining. Depending on the direction provided to staff by the Agricultural Advisory
Committee, and future action by the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors, both a
Zoning Ordinance amendment and a General Plan amendment may be required.

¢ Chapter 6. Economic Development

The Economic Development Chapter works toward the financial stability for delivery of County
services, the economic stability for business development, and to attempt to create diverse work
opportunities for County residents. The County has continued to look at available grants and
loan programs to assist small businesses. The Office of Economic Development provides
valuable assistance to small business owners. The County has a close working relationship with
the Tourism Bureau and work together to increase tourism to the County.

Mariposa County was awarded a grant as a result of the “Telegraph Fire” from 2009. That grant
money has been used for an update to the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. The grant is also being
used for an update to the Safety Element, which is currently being worked on.

In 2014, planning staff prepared a grant application for the “Town of Mariposa Transportation
Center Feasibility Study — Phase I” project. The grant application was awarded and will address
areas of deficiency within the central commercial area of the Town of Mariposa that result from
the absence of planned facilities. The deficiencies include: 1) improved pedestrian and bicycle

Attachment: 2015 General Plan Annual Report (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County Project No. 2015-028))
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safety, 2) well organized, accessible and adequate parking, 3) information to assist visitors and
residents in making transportation choices, and 4) improvements to facilitate access and
circulation within Mariposa. The application was awarded in mid-2014.

¢ Chapter 8. Housing

A Housing Element is unique in terms of its policy and reporting requirements under California
statutes, and with regard to the state-supervised schedule by which it is updated and adopted.
The Housing Element describes housing programs that are managed by the Mariposa County
Housing and Community Development Agency (HCDA) in the Human Services Department, The
HCDA continues to implement the housing programs and measures identified in Housing
Element in the course of fulfilling its ongoing housing responsibilities.

In March of 2009, Mariposa County contracted with JB Anderson, Land Use Planners, to prepare
a State-mandated update to the Housing Element. The 2009-2014 Housing Element Update,
General Plan Amendment No. 2009-055, was in response to a State requirement that a new
Housing Element be prepared that would comply with legislative mandates and the Housing
Element Guidelines of the State Housing and Community Development Department (HCD).

The adopted 2009-2014 Housing Element demonstrates that the County can accommodate
assigned RHNA (Regional Housing Needs Allocation). The actual creation of new housing is
the responsibility of the private housing sector. The policies in the Housing Element generally
call for local agencies to encourage the production of affordable housing, and to avoid and
eliminate constraints to the construction of new and affordable housing units. (Other State
departments and agencies, however, are free to promulgate new regulations that can significantly
increase the cost, and decrease the affordability of local housing.)

The Department i1s currently working on the 2014-2019 update to the Housing Element as
mandated by State law. Staff is again working with JB Anderson on this project and it is
expected to be completed during the 2015 calendar year.

This past year, the Building Department issued forty-two (42) Certificates of Occupancy for
new dwelling units and seven {7) permits for conversion to a permanent dwelling unit. Two
(2) new multiple-unit structures, both duplexes, were built. Of the forty-nine (49) new housing
unit permits issued during 2014, fifteen were for mobile homes. The yearly total is substantially less
than the desired official RHNA number of units available to extremely-low and low income
households.

The 2014 building statistics reported above suggest that a) the slowdown in the local
production of new housing has continued, 2014 showing a slight decrease from last year; b) the
high and increasing cost of "stick built" homes may be affecting the overall proportion of mobile
homes in the County's housing stock; and c) the ability of Mariposa County, and California local
governments generally, to create enough housing to reach unrealistic RHNA goals,
established during the earlier "boom" years of the past decade, is effectively thwarted by
prevailing conditions of the housing and financial markets.

County of Mariposa Page 13
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Attached is the Housing Element Implementation Annual Progress Report, a State mandated
report that is to be submitted to the HCD by April 1¥ of each year. Tables A through B provide
information on the residential building activity for 2014 based upon income levels from
extremely-low to moderate income housing. As the tables indicate, as a result of the recent
housing market problems, the overall number of residential units is down significantly. There
have been no residential units constructed for very-low or low income households.

Table C in the Attachment summarizes the progress made on each of the Housing Element
Programs over the past year. The table provides a description of each of the Housing Element
Programs, the objective of the program, the timeframe for completion of the Program (or if it is
on-going) and a brief summary of the activity on each Program in 2014. Most of these Programs
are on-going, based upon current County policies, funding, and continuing activities
administered by the Planning, Building and Human Service Departments.

¢ Chapter 9. Circulation, Infrastructure, And Services

The 2012 Regional Transportation Plan was adopted in 2013. The Local Transportation
Commission (LTC) is required by California law to adopt and submit an approved Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) to the California Transportation Commission (CTC) every five years.
The 2012 Regional Transportation Plan serves as the guide to planning transportation
investments in Mariposa County involving federal, state and local funding over the next 25 years
(2012-2035). The development of the RTP is a cooperative effort between the LTC, county,
Caltrans, tribal governments, and residents of Mariposa County. The 2012 RTP is constrained to
the projected revenues and costs for all RTP projects.

Extensive planning work was done on various bridge replacement and repair programs, from
funding to design work. Bridge replacement or repair is essential to maintaining an adequate
level of access on various County roads and to ensure that they will be able to provide access in
the event of an emergency. Those bridges include bridges on Usona Road, Tip Top Road,
Incline Road, Oak Grove Road, and Schoolhouse Road. Collaborative efforts with Cal Trans
include program agreements for the Bridge Preventative Maintenance Plan project.

e Chapter 10. Agriculture

In late 2014/early 2015, the second biennial reports under the Resolution 10-150 Williamson Act
policies were sent/due. The second comprehensive review of Land Conservation Act Biennial
Reports is underway for the 2013/2014 reporting period. The primary purpose of the biennial
reports is to ensure contract and policy compliance. Pursuant to policy, property owners
found to be in non-compliance in the previous biennial review were given one year to bring
their properties into compliance. This review of biennial reports will determine whether those
properties have come into compliance. Those that have not will be presented to the Board of
Supervisors to consider filing Notices of Non-Renewal on those properties not under
compliance.

Attachment: 2015 General Plan Annual Report (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County Project No. 2015-029))
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In 2012, a significant audit of the mining program, including compliance activities was
completed by the Lead Agency Review Team, Department of Conservation Office of Mine
Reclamation. As a result of a 30-day Notice, planning staff prepared a response to the State
Mining and Geology Board (SMGB), attended a SMGB Hearing, and prepared and worked on a
County Action Plan for compliance. Significant progress has been made toward completing the
County Action Plan in 2012 and 2013. All but one item in the Action Plan has been completed.
The most significant accomplishment in 2014 was at the Tauchen Ranch, where two long-ago
abandoned mines were reclaimed. The reclamation project was completed under a county
contract (using seized financial assurances), and the county received a final sign-off on the
reclamation from the Department of Conservation, Office of Mine Reclamation.

The Planning Commission and staff have continued reviewing environmental site surveys and
conditioning discretionary development applications for compliance with the policies in Chapter
11 of the General Plan, including Implementation Measures 11-4a(6) and (7). Data 1s being
assembled, on a project-by-project basis, through required site surveys, that will eventually
create a comprehensive map of sensitive vegetation communities and wildlife habitats throughout
Mariposa County. These surveys also assist in the identification of jurisdictional wetlands or
waters of the U.S._, sensitive plant communities, rare wildlife and their habitats, riparian habitats,
and streams. To protect these resources, setbacks are established around them as conditions of
approval, which prohibit the disturbance, construction, and grading within these setbacks and
therefore protect the resource, and ensure compliance with Chapter 11 of the General Plan,
including Implementation Measures 11-2d{1) and 11-4(a)2.

The Planning Commission and staff have also continued to require that oak tree surveys be
submitted with discretionary development applications in keeping with Implementation Measure
11-4(a)2. Avoidance of mature trees is encouraged during project construction. Mitigation
measures are adopted to help reduce impacts of loss of mature oak trees, typically by protecting
other trees from disturbance with setback areas. These setback areas typically establish
protection areas for 3 to 4 trees for every mature oak tree that is removed, for example, by road
construction during a land division project.

Surveys for nesting birds and raptors are also required for projects expected to remove trees.
These surveys are required to occur during the nesting season of birds and raptors, 30 days prior
to any tree removal occurring. This ensures that breeding and nesting birds are protected
according to State and Federal law, as required by Implementation Measure 11-4a(8).

Work on a local Regional Water Management Group (RWMG) Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan (IRWMP) has been on-going effort. In 2014, the Yosemite-Mariposa IRWMP
was adopted along with a Phase I Drought Preparedness Plan. These efforts respond to Policy
11-1b and Implementation measure 11-1(b)(1) as the group includes both public and private
agencies at the Federal, State, and local levels.

The Agricultural Commissioner and Board of Supervisors continued work on the Mariposa
County Invasive Noxious Weeds Program, which included approving contracts for services to
implement the program.

County af Mariposa Page 20
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Progress has been made on implementing the policies of the General Plan for mining and the
process to amend Title 17 is currently underway. It is expected to be completed in 2015,

e Chapter 13. Regional Tourism

The County continues to tout its tourist attractions through various means in collaboration with
the Mariposa County Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Bureau. The County continued its
partnership with the Mariposa County Tourism Bureau to provide marketing services for the
County.

The County continues to support various events as County sponsored events throughout the year
to increase visitors to Mariposa County. These include the annual Mariposa Butterfly Festival,
the annual Mariposa County Pioneer Wagon Train Event, and other similar events.

+ Chapter 16. Safety

Mariposa County Fire and the Mariposa County Fire Safe Council continue their close
association to plan and complete fuel reduction projects. County Fire is also currently reviewing
the Mariposa County Emergency Management Plan and continues to undertake full operation
emergency situation drills and training periodically. They will also study the opportumty to
adopt the California Fire Code and Appendices, which would address Implementation Measure
16-1B(1) of the General Plan.

Significant work was has been conducted on an update to the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(LHMP), which commenced in February of 2013, A FEMA-approved LHMP opens
opportunities for Federal mitigation funding while ensuring availability of disaster recovery
funds. Once a LHMP is approved by FEMA and ratified by the Board of Supervisors, it
becomes a component of the Safety Element (by reference) of the County General Plan. As part
of the update to the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, an update to the Safety Element is currently
underway to ensure it is consistent with the LHMP.

Future Amendments to Implement the General Plan

During the final public workshops and hearings to adopt the General Plan in 2006, a number of
recommendations and policies were discussed but not included in the final language of the plan. A
number of these suggestions were instead placed in a General Plan appendix section titled: Appendix
C, Future Considerations. The list of these considerations are attached to this Annual Report. Review
of the Annual Report is an appropriate time for Board members, Planning Commissioners, and members
of the public to review items in the Appendix, to see whether any of these deferred items might
warrant consideration in 2015 as policies or implementation measures in the General Plan.

At this time Mariposa Planning staff has not identified new policy or planning tasks, from
this list or elsewhere, which it believes appropriate to add to its present implementation
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workload. The addition of new General Plan implementation responsibilities would impact the
completion or schedule for completion of existing on-going work assignments.

Ongoing daily activities of many other County departments and agency personnel (although not cited
in this Annual Report for reasons of brevity) are continually assisting in the work of addressing and
implementing the adopted goals and objectives of the General Plan.

A. Proposed Schedule of 2015 General Plan Amendments

Each year a county may amend its adopted General Plan on four separate occasions.
There is no limit to the number of changes that it may adopt at any one of these times, nor
is there a requirement that a county must amend its General Plan. One of the four
opportunities is reserved exclusively for changes that are proposed or sponsored on behalf of the
general public by the Planning Commission and/or the Board of Supervisors. At the other
three times of the year, requests from private individuals may also be considered for adoption.
The report to the Board will include a recommended schedule of dates to consider General
Plan amendments in 2015.

B. Items for Discussion and Possible Direction to Staff by the Board of Supervisors

Staff requests assistance with prioritizing the identified projects.

Public Comments and Comments Received from Other
Agencies/Departments

In response to a request for information and comments from other departments and agencies that
are in charge of implementation measures, staff received the following comments. The comments
are attached and are summarized as follows:

-Agricultural Advisory Committee: The AAC has identified several items which they believe
warrant consideration as part of this annual progress report. The items include:
1. Recommends that a countywide cellular phone tower ordinance be pursued to address visual quality
impacts related to rural character.

2. Will be pursuing an invasive species control and eradication program. The committee will be
working with the Agriculiural Commissioner to develop text for an ordinance, which will implement
Implementation Measure 10-3A(2) of the General Plan.

3. Is concerned about potential changes in state law with regards to marijuana cultivation / use; the
committee would like to start considering environmental impacts associated with marijuana grows,
including impacts on ag lands. The impacts include impacts to surface water qualily, use of
pesticides and rodenticides and pyramid impacts, and other off-site impacts, etc.

4. Is seriously concerned about drought impacts on water availability for agricultural uses.
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Is concerned about forest health in higher elevations of the county. The committee supports
sustainable forest management practices as this impacts water availability and water quality. The
committee encourages cooperative work with federal stakeholders regarding management of forests
on public lands in Mariposa County.

6. Isinterested in reviewing all issues associated with the Timber Preserve Zone, including establishing
a compliance program,

7. Is interested in reviewing the Transfers of Ag Land Criteria. The committee would like to make
recommendations for amendments to the ecriteria to the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisors. The recommendation is based on the results of the project processed pursuant to the
criteria.

Planning Commission Recommendations

At the Public Workshop and Hearing held on March 6, 2015 and continued on March 20, 2015,
the Planning Commission reviewed this report, and recommended that the General Plan Annual
Report be accepted. The Planning Commission recommended the adoption of the 2014 General
Plan Amendment Schedule as proposed.

As part of their action the Planning Commission also recommended that the Board of
Supervisors discuss and consider developing a Water Element for the General Plan, While a
Water LElement is not one of the seven elements mandated to be in a General Plan, it could
provide a useful tool for organizing all water related policies and actions in one chapter of the
General Plan. It can also provide a forum for discussion of the water policies, especially supply,
that Mariposa County would like to discuss.

Recommended Actions

Following consideration and public testimony on the 2015 Annual Report on the General Plan, it
1s recommended that the Board of Supervisors take the following actions:

1. Consider any changes that should be made to the 2015 General Plan Annual
Report;

2. Consider the Planning Commission’s recommendation to develop a Water
Element for the General Plan,

3. Adopt the Resolution accepting the 2015 Annual Report and direct that copies of
the 2015 Annual Report be provided at the earliest opportunity to the Office of
Planning and Research and the Department of Housing and Community
Development; and adopting the 2015 Schedule of General Plan Amendments.

Attachment: 2015 General Plan Annual Report (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report {County Project No. 2015-029))
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Attachments:

Attachment 1 Housing Element Implementation Annual Progress Report

Attachment 2 Table of General Plan Implementation Measures

Attachment 3 Appendix C from the General Plan (“Future Considerations™)

Attachment 4 Draft Resolution with Dates for 2015 General Plan Amendments
Attachment 5 Comments Received

Attachment 6 March 20 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes Excerpt

Attachment 7 Water Element Information from 2003 California General Plan Guidelines
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APPENDIX C
FUTURE CONSIDERATION

“FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS LIST”

The list of future considerations is a compilation of Board of Supervisors or community-
identified desires, for future consideration by the Board of Supervisors. When policy
recommendations are brought forward by community members, these recommendations will be
added to this list for deliberation by the Board of Supervisors during the annual General Plan
review period or each time the General Plan is updated. This list is dynamic and new items will
continue to be added throughout the life of the General Plan, however, items can be removed
from the list at the Board’s discretion. When items are “approved” by the Board of Supervisors,
they will be developed into policies and/or implementation measures and included as part of
General Plan amendment process.

I. Evaluate the effectiveness of the “tripling the average daily traffic” standard in Section
5.4.02 F, Intensity of Use Standards, F(2) Traffic Generation.

2. Consider the use of “Carrying Capacity” in establishing the “minimum density” criteria
for each land use classification.

3. Conduct Groundwater Studies similar to Groundwater Studies conducted in Eastern
Fresno county.

4. Prepare a study that evaluates the clustering of residential units on a parcel of land based
on the project parcel’s carrying capacity. The study findings may be applied in future
updates of the General Plan and implementing ordinances.

5. Define the criteria to be used in evaluating new road capacity definitions.
6. New policy: New development shall pay its fair share through development impact fees.

7. Track the appropriateness of the maximum acreage in the commercial sub classification
of the Rural Economic Land Use to determine if 20 acres is still appropriate or if the
acreage should be reduced to 10 acres.

8. The following underlined text is to be considered for addition to the existing
Implementation Measure 10-2a(3): Standards shall be developed for issuance of
development permits for substandard size parcels under Williamson Act contract.
Development permits shall not be issued for substandard size parcels unless they are

enforceably managed with other (standard) contiguous contracted parcels under common
ownership.

Attachment: Attachment 3 Appendix C from the General Plan ("Future Considerations™) (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County

“Packet Pg. 230




9. The following underlined text is fo be considered for addition to the existing
Implementation Measure 10-6a(2): Review enforcement of Williamson Act provisions
requiring onsite residents to be actively performing qualifying agricultural activities on
all contracted property including historic parcels. and require one Williamson Act
contract for each parcel or for each group of contiguous parcels that are owned and
managed as one unit.

10. The geals, policies, and implementation measures listed below were removed from the
2005 Draft General Plan because they were determined by the Board of Supervisors and
Planning Commission not financially feasible or would not realistically be implemented
during the horizon of the General Plan. The Board of Supervisors and Planning
Commission however acknowledge that these goals, policies, and implementation
measures are worth retaining and therefore are preserved here for future consideration
during annual General Plan reviews and/or updates. This list will be maintained on an
annual basis and goals, policies, and implementation measures may be added or deleted
at the request of the Board of Supervisors or Planning Commission.

GENERAL PLAN ADMINISTRATION

Policy: The General Plan is the policy compendium of the Board of Supervisors.

Implementation Measure: General Plan map interpretation guideline shall be to apply the
designated classification when more than fifty percent of a quarter-
quarter section is shown to be within the classification. Where possible,
the following shall be used as the interpreted boundary:

* Roads
¢ Quarter section
»  Property lines

Implementation Measure: The update to Title 17, Mariposa County Code, Zoning, shall
include provisions for staff General Plan interpretations to be appealed
directly to the Board of Supervisors.

Implementation Measure: The Five Year Review shall be intended to update timelines and
adopt any major changes in goals and policies. The Five Year Review
shall include:

s Analysis of all short-term planning period projects to ensure
completion. Mariposa Planning shall recommend retention or
elimination of mcomplete projects; and

e Analysis of all intermediate-term planning period projects to
recommend which shall be changed to the new short-term planning
period, which shall be retained as intermediate term, which may be
moved to long-term, and which may be eliminated; and

» Analysis of all long-term planning period projects to recommend
which shall be changed to intermediate term, which shall be retained
as long-term, and which may be eliminated; and

* Analysis of changes in Board policies and recommendations for
appropriate changes in Plan goals which shall be necessary to
implement the revised policies of the Board of Supervisors; and

¢ Population projections and trends to ensure the Plan continues to
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accommodate an appropriate inventory of undeveloped land for
future populations.

LAND USE

Goal: Maintain a land use pattern that preserves the County’s scenic character.

Policy: Land use designations shall be compatible with the preservation of scenic character while
providing for the orderly development of the County.

Policy: County populations not located in or near planning areas shall have opportunities for
locally-oriented commercial services available.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, revise Title 17 of the
Mariposa County Code, Zoning to include a Rural Commercial zoning
district using this or a similar name.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Goal: Provide additional services to the County’s residents creating new
employment opportunities by improving the local economy.

Policy: Enable creation of new local businesses.
Policy: Develop the training and infrastructure necessary for economic diversification.

Policy: Tmplement active programs designed to strengthen and diversify the core local economy
that provides goods and services to local residents.

Policy: Provide opportunities for maintaining compatible businesses i the home.

Policy: Each Planning Area shall identify a fair share of land for the relocation of growing Home
Enterprises and Rural Home Industries.

Implementation Measie: During the short-term planning period, the Board of Supervisors
shall appoint an Economic Development Director and provide the
Director with appropriate staff and operating budget.

Implementation Measure: The Economic Development Department or Division shall serve
the Board of Supervisors and be advised by a County Economic
Development Commission appointed by the Board of Supervisors.

Implementation Measure: The Board of Supervisors shall implement the economic
development strategic plan within each year’s budget.
Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall assist in

creating an economic development inventory and business database
designed to provide information to facilifate the establishment and
expansion of businesses in the County.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning peried, the County shall join in
the creation of a Business Development Center.
Implementation Measure: As part of its economic development function, the County shall

participate in State and Federal programs which return a measurable
benefit to the County’s Economic Development Strategic Plan.

Implemeniation Measure: Collaborate with Mariposa County Unified School District,
community college districts, universities and other agencies to create a
flexible and responsive workforce development and training programs
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meeting long-range employment needs in the County’s target markets.

Implementation Measure: During the intermediate-term planning period define, plan, and
begin implementation of the infrastructure identified in the County’s
Economic Development Strategic Plan, and the Capital Improvement
Program needed for economic diversification.

Implementation Measure: Beginning in the intermediate-term planning period, continue the
development of infrastructure and make investment needed to provide
for new and expanded business opportunities.

Implementation Measure): During the short-term planning period assist the tourism industry
in establishing an employee-training center for all aspects of hospitality
employment and management.

Implementation Measure: Use the County’s business retention and attraction program to
support the growth of businesses, including retail, personal and business
services, and health care, which would provide a wider range of goods
and services to County residents,

Implementation Measure: Assist the local business community in implementing a “Shop
Mariposa” program and other promotional efforts designed to retain
more of the County’s spending for goods and services.

Implementation Measure: Home Offices shall be an accessory use in all residential zoning
districts, subject to the following standards:

s The business is designed to provide a service primarily delivered to
the customer at another location.

* No additional signage, other than thal permitted for the residential
use, shall be allowed.

» No additional parking shall be provided solely for the use of the
business.

e No more than one outside-the-household employee is permitted.

Implementation Measure: Home Enterprises shall be an accessory use on parcels of 2.5
acres or more of gross land area, subject to the following standards:

¢ If the business has the potential to triple the traffic generation
standard of the single family dwelling (from 7.5 to 22.5 average
daily trips}, a discretionary permit is required.

¢ No more than one outside-the-household employee is permitted.

Implementation Measure: Rural Home Industries shall be a discretionary accessory use
requiring approval of a use permit prior to initiation on parcels of 5.0
acres or more in the Residential land use classification. Not more than
three outside-the-family employees are permitted.

Implementation Measure: Rural Home Industries shall be an accessory use on lands within
the Agricultural/Working Landscape and Natural Resources land use
classifications.

Implementation Measure: Each Area Plan shall define the nature of businesses in the home
allowed in various land use classifications.

Implementation Measure: In the short term, the County shall amend Title 17, Mariposa
County Code, Zoning to define precise performance standards for
businesses in the home.

Implementation Measure: All Planning Areas—except Wawona and Fish Camp—shall
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provide for lands that may be classified and zoned to accommodaie the
relocation of Home Enterprises and Rural Home Industries. The acreage
encompassing a *“fair share” shall be determined by the Planning Agency
when preparation of the Area Plan is initiated. The Planning Advisory
Committee shall recommend the location(s) for the lands to be classified.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term and intermediate-term planning period
actively work to develop wireless communication facilities and service to
cover the entire County.

Implementation Measure: During the  short-term  planning period, if any
telecommunications provider is unwilling to cooperate or participate in
an intermediate- and long-term program to bring high speed
telecommunications into the County, officially contact the appropriate
regulatory agency to seeking assistance or intervention in attaining
County goals.

Implementation Measure: Implement actions to attract the “spin-off” businesses in the
County’s business retention and attraction program and in provision of
infrastructure.

ARTS AND CULTURE

Implementation Measure: The ordinance creating the Cultural Arts Commission shall
include, and not be limited to, the following tasks:

* create public awareness program,
» prepare and recommend for adoption, a County Arts Plan,

» recommend policies for soliciting, accepting, and displaying public
art, including themes and sites for public art,

* create and maintain an inventory of public art,
* develop programs and propose sources for funding the Arts, and

* determine the needs for and recommend sites for capital facilities
necessary for the advancement of cultural and performing arts.

Iinplementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall allocate
County personnel and financial resources assisting community-based
organizations to market and promote their arts and culture events.

Implementation Measure: During the intermediate-term planning period, the County should
consider constructing and operating a County cultural and performing
arts center.

HOUSING

Goal: Increase affordable housing ownership opportunities with manufactured housing,
Policy: Encourage the use of manufactured housing to provide ownership opportunities meeting
Jebforce housing needs.

Policy: Permit installation of safe, non-certified mobile homes meeting HCD CCR Title 25
standards,

Policy: Ensure that all development within the Rural Economic/Resort land use subclassification
provides adequate housing for its employees. If adequate housing is not available within
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the local community, the resort development will provide such housing within the
project.

Implementation Measure: The County shall enact no ordinances or standards that
preclude installation of manufactured housing on individual parcels of
land in the County.

Implementation Measure: Prior to the issuance of a building permit to move or install
a non-HUD certified mobile home, the approved certificate of inspection
from the Department of Housing and Community Development shall be
obtained. Mariposa County building permits shail only be issued for
installation of mobile homes on individual lots or parcels when the
mobile home meets one of the two following standards:

o Certified mobile homes:

o The mobile home is constructed to the standards of the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development or
meets equivalent certification standards, and

o The mobile home meeting certification standards shall be
taxed as real property, or

e  Non-HUD certified mobile homes:

o The mobile home shall meet appropriate roof load
requirements for the elevation of installation by either its
manufacturing design or by covering the mobile home with a
ramada constructed to the standards of the Uniform Building
Code, and

o The mobile home shall be inspected and an approved
certificate issued by the Department of Housing and
Community Development shall be filed with the Building
Department, and

o The mobile home shall incorporate a safe electrical sysiem
with the certification provided by a professional appropriately
licensed in the State of California to provide this service, and

¢ The mobile home shall be taxed as real property.

CIRCULATION. INFRASTRUCTURE. AND SERVICES

Policy: Expand the economic value of the airport.

Implementation Measure: The County shall maintain & traffic model to project traffic
volume and calculate road capacity.
Implementation Measure: Road improvements required to increase capacity when

necessary for a project shall increase capacity as needed on all roads
from the project site to the nearest major collector, County arterial, or
State Highway.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period (January 2006 —
January 2011), prepare an Airport Special Plan encompassing the Airport
Master Plan and areas within the Mariposa Town Planning Area to
provide sites for business and industry surrounding the airport.

AGRICULTURE

Attachment: Attachment 3 Appendix C from the General Plan ("Future Considerations”) (4668 : 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County

Packet Pg. 235




Policy: Maintain a database of agricultural lands and products providing information, tracking
trends, and seeking opportunities,

Policy: Cooperate and assist in the preservation of agriculture lands.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, develop and
maintain an inventory of agricultural lands and products as support to
economic development strategies and program implementation.

Implementation Measure: Information in the agriculture database shall be utilized as
part of the findings for General Plan amendments and updates.
Implementation Measure: As an ongoing project, the County shall utilize

collaborative planning efforts to determine local efforts eradicating
invasive species.

Implementation Measures: During the short-term planning period, the Resource
Conservation District shall prepare and maintain a catalogue of private
and public organizations interested in the purchase of land or easements
for the preservation and maintenance of agriculture or habitat lands.

CONSERVATION AND OPEN SPACE

Goal: Provide for the sustainable development of timber resources.
FPolicy: Make the Mariposa County Water Agency an active, viable entity.
Policy: Protect commercially valuable timberland from conversion to non-timber related uses.

Policy: Maintain and enhance sustainable production of timber.

Implemeniation Measure: Enforce the County Grading Ordinance for erosion control
on all development projects.
Implementation Measure: Enforce the County’s regulations concerning instaliation

and maintenance of private wastewater disposal systems. Areas
identified as having septic system constraints shall be required to have
specially designed wastewater treatment systems.

Implementation Measure: Require that all development use pervious paving material
whenever feasible to reduce surface water runoff and aid in groundwater
recharge.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall

request the California State Geologic Survey Board to authorize and
complete the “Mariposa County State Classification Report.”

Implementation Measure: Define the minimum performance standards that shall set

minimum land area for mineral resource projects to be based on the types
of operations and the land use classification.

Implementation Measiure: Landscaping standards within the County Code shall
require the use of site-appropriate native plant species.
Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall

develop and enforce standards to reduce or eradicate invasive species
affecting the agricultural and natural ecosystems.

Implementation Measure: Commercially valuable timberland shall be within the
Agriculture/Working Landscape land use classification.
Implementation Measure: Use the current State Board of Forestry Practice Rules to

accomplish sustainable production of timber.

Lse
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LOCAL RECREATION

Implementation Measure: Acquire and develop park and recreation facilities.

Implementation Measure: During the budget planning process, the Public Works
Department shall prepare a report to the Parks and Recreation Advisory
Committee identifying areas of the County in which new park facilities
are required to maintain the service level.

Implementation Measure: The Board of Supervisors shall approve projects to achieve
service levels within a five-year rolling period from the time the need is
identified. A change in population of 25 percent or more 1s required to
assess the service levels in an area of the County. The population is to be
estimated based on number of residential building permits issued during
a given year.

Implementation Measure: The Parks and Recreation Master Plan shall be reviewed
every five years and updated to reflect changes in community values and
County development.

Implementation Measure: The Parks and Recreation Master Plan shall include
projections of fiscal needs and revenue sources for the operations,
maintenance, and program implementation identified over short-,
intermediate-, and long-term planning periods.

REGIONAL TOURISM

Implementation Measwre: During the short- and intermediate-term planning period,
create and mstall all the required signage to match other promoticnal
activities and site identification.

Implementation Measwre: Identity sites and develop locations for satellite visitor
centers at other County gateways, including Coulterville, Fish Camp, and
within Yosemite National Park.

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Implementation Measure: As part of the reorganization this Historic Sites and
Records Preservation Commission shall be renamed the Mariposa
County “Historic Preservation Commission.”

Iniplementation Measure: By the conclusion of the intermediate-term planning
period, the County shall convert and maintain a comprehensive digital
imagery database of its official records, both contemporary and historic.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall
initiate a mandatory digital imagery document management system for
all memorialization of all current official records and documents.

Implementation Measure: Sites and structures on the Mariposa County Register of
Historic Places, in a Historic District, or Main Street District shall be
offered the maximum allowable special property tax valuation and
federal tax incenfives for restoration or renovation of the historic
structure.

Implementation Measure: During the intermediate term planning period, the County

shall establish a low interest revolving loan fund io finance repair and
renovation of privately owned historic structures.
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Implementation Measure: The Uniform Code of Building Conservation shall be used
lo provide alternative building regulations for the rehabilitation,
preservation, restoration (including related reconstruction), or relocation
of buildings or structures listed on the Historic Resources Inventory, or
which have reached 50 years of age.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall
develop and adopt an ordinance establishing penalties for acts of
vandalism of historic and archaeological resources on County lands.

Implementation Measure: The County shall implement the CEQA process to establish
procedures for Native American review of proposed projects.

NOISE

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall
enact a Noise Ordinance to be enforced by the Health Department. Ata
minimum, the ordinance shall include;

» Prohibition on the non-emergency use of truck “Jake Brakes” on
roadways adjacent to residential uses and in planning arcas,

* Noise control within new residential developments through project
design,;

» Prohibition on the use of noise barriers as mitigation when other
alternatives are feasible;

s Requirements for a qualified acoustical consultant who shall conduct
an acoustical analysis;

* A menu of appropriate requirements for reduction of noise exposure
or standards for assessing noise impacts; and

* A menu that may include of one or more of the following techniques
for noise control through site design:

o Increasing the distance between the noise source and
receiving use (setbacks).

o Placing structures on a project site to shield other structures
or areas, to remove them from noise-impacted areas, and to
prevent an increase in noise levels caused by reflections.

o Placement of outdoor activity areas on the opposite side of
building facades from the noise source, or within the
shielded portion of a building complex.

o Placement of walls, berms or other barriers between the
noise source and the recejver.

¢ Locating bedrooms and other noise-sensitive rooms opposite
from the noise source where interior noise levels are a
primary concern.

o Patios or balconies of apartment complexes or multifamily
dwellings shall be placed on the side of a building opposite
the noise source. “Wing walls™ can also be added to
buildings or patios. When such noise reduction measures are
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impractical or infeasible, the County may decide not to apply
the exterior noise level requirements at some or all of the
patic or balcony areas if a central courtyard is provided as a
primary cutdoor activity area.

Implementation Measure: Construction equipment shall be equipped with proper

muffler systems and shall be in good working order.

Implementation Measure: The County should implement noise performance standards

(Table C-1) to ensure that new noise-sensitive land uses are not exposed
to excessive noise {from nearby non-transportation noise sources, and o
ensure that new noise-generating land uses do not create noise levels
exceeding adopted standards as measured from nearby noise sensitive
land uses.

is¢'Performance Standards for Non=Transportation Noise Sources =

pio

Hourly ch, dB . 55 . . ' 45 n

Notes:

Al

B.

Each of the noise levels specified above shall be lowered by five dB for simple tone noises, noises consisting primarily
of speech or music, or for recurring impulsive noises {e.g., humming sounds, outdoor speaker systems). These noise
level standards do not apply to residential units established in conjunction with industrial or commercial uses (c.g,
caretaker dwellings). The County can impose noise level standards that are more reswicove than those specified above
based upon determination of existing low ambient noise levels. Tn rural areas where large lots exist, the exterior noise
level standard may be applied ar a point 100 feet away from the residence. Industrial, light industrial, commercial and
public service facilities which have the potential for producing objectionable noise levels at nearby noise-sensitive uses
are dispersed throughour the County. Fixed noise sources that are typically of concern include, but are not Lmited to
the following: HVAC System, Cooling, Towers/Evaporative Condensers, Pump Stations, Lift Stations, Emergency
Generators, Boilers, Steam Valves, Steam Turbines, Generators, Faas, Air Compressors, ITeavy Equipment, Conveyor
Systems, Transformers, Pile Drivers, Grinders, Drill Rigs, Gas or Diesel Motors, Welders, Cutting Equipment,
Outdoor Speakers, Blowers.

The types of uses which may typically produce the noise sources described above include but are not limited to:
industrial facilities including lumber mills, trucking operations, tre shops, aute maintenance shops, metal fabricating
shops, shopping centers, drive-up windows, car washes, loading docks, public works projects, batwch plants, bottling
and canning plants, recyeling centers, electric generating stations, race tracks, landfills, sand and gravel operations, and
athtetic fields.

Implementation Measure: New development of noise-sensitive land uses shall not be
permitted in areas exposed to existing or projected levels of noise from
transporlation noise sources which exceed the levels specified in Table
D-2 unless the project design includes effective mitigation measures to
reduce exterior noise and noise levels in interior spaces to the levels
specified Table C-2.

“Fransportation Noise Sotire

Residential 60 45 --
Transient Lodging 60 45 -~
Hospitals, Nursing Homes 60 45 -
Theaters, Auditoriums, _ _ 35
Music Halls

Churches, Meeting Halls 60 - 40

2015 General Plan Annual Report (County
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Office Buildings - - 45

Schools, Libraries,
Museums

Playgrounds, Neighborhood

Parks

65 - -

Notes:

A, Where the location of outdoor activity areas is unknown, the exterior noise level standard shall be
applied to the property line of the receiving land use. Where it is not practical to mitigate exterior
noise levels at patio or balconies of apartment complexes, a common area such as a pool or recreation
area may be designated as the outdoor activity area.

B. As determined for a typical worst-case hour during periods of use.

C. Where it is not possible to reduce noise in outdoor activity areas to 60 dB Ldn/CNEL or less using a
practical application of the best-available noise reduction measures, an exterior noise level of up to 65
dB Ldn/CNEL may be allowed provided that available exterior notse level reduction measures have
been implemented and interior noise levels are in compliance with this table. Inthe case of hotel/motel
facilities or other transient lodging, outdoor activity areas such as pool areas may not be included in the
project design. In these cases, only the interior noise level criterion will apply.

SAFETY

Policy: New construction shall use fire-safe practices.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period revise the County
Subdivision code to incorporate comprehensive fire prevention and
protection standards.

Implemeniation Measure: During the short-term planning period, adopt
comprehensive site development review standards incorporating fire
prevention and protection standards.

Implementation Measure; Require new construction to incorporate design and
materials to increase fire resistance conforming to California fire-safe
practices,

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning peried and each update of

the General Plan, review and amend as necessary, the County building
codes to incorporate design and construction materials consistent with
Fire Safe practices.

Implementation Measure: No subdivision shall be presented to the Planning
Commission without review and recommendations from the Fire
Department.

Implementation Measure: Adopt and implement the most recent Uniform Fire Codes
and supplements for project standards as revisions become available.

Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, the County shall
enact an ordinance for fuel load management on private property,
including provisions to require owners of undeveloped lands within the
urban-wildland interface to manage fuel loads.

Implementation Measure: Cooperate with the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection in implementing fuel reduction programs.
Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, and in cooperation

with the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, create a
Mariposa County Guidelines for the Implementation of Fire Safe
Standards identified in 14 CCR §1270 et seq.
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Implementation Measure: During the short-term planning period, adopt a
comprehensive County Flood Protection Ordinance substantially meeting
the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
balanced with local needs. The ordinance shall include, at a minimum:

» Prohibition on the construction of any non-flood-proof habitable
residential structures within in the designated floodway.

* Limif uses in the flood fringe to those that conform to requirements
and objectives of FEMA and the National Floed Insurance Program
{NFIP), unless appropriate mitigations are incorporated into site
design and construction.

¢ Require any essential public facilities located in a flood hazard area
fo be designed to avoid inundation of structures or access by
floodwaters.

» New construction in flood hazard areas shall have ninimal
obstruction to flood waters and no increases to flood depth or
velocities in excess of levels within FEMA guidelines.

» Prohibit the location of potential pathogenic and toxic sources or
hazardous facilities such as sanitary landfills, chemical storage, and
petroleum storage facilities within flood hazard areas.

Implementation Measure: The revisions to Title 17, Mariposa County Code, Zoning
shall include a flood overlay district in the County Zoning Ordinance
based upon the FEMA flood hazard maps, including use regulations
coordinated with the Flood Protection Ordinance.

Implementation Measure: Maintain enforcement of Mariposa County Code Title 15,
Building, grading requirements.

Implementation Measure: All bridges, roads and fills shall be designed to preserve
free natural drainage,

Implementation Measure: Continue enforcing the County grading code ensuring site
preparation, road construction, and removal of vegetation standards.

Implementation Measure: Subdivisions in high-risk geologic hazard areas shall be

reviewed as to possible risks.

Implementation Measure: Development of critical facilities such as hospitals, fire
houses, schools, water, electrical or other utility services, etc. will be
discouraged in areas identified as geologic hazard areas unless
engineering studies indicate that risk can be minimized or eliminated
through design and construction techniques.

Implementation Measure: Development of hazardous facilities or sources of
potentially pathogenic or toxic substances, such as sanitary landfills,
chemical storage facilities, and petroleum storage facilities, shall be
prohibited in geologic hazard areas,

Implementation Measure: Amend Title 16 of the Mariposa County Code, Subdivisions, to
require subdivisions adjoining fault lines to identify seismic risk
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MARIPOSA COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 15-

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF
MARIPOSA ACCEPTING THE 2015 GENERAL PLAN ANNUAL REPORT
AND ESTABLISHING A SCHEDULE OF DATES EXPECTED FOR PUBLIC
HEARINGS TO CONSIDER 2015 AMENDMENTS TO THE MARIPOSA
COUNTY GENERAL PLAN

WHEREAS, the laws of the State of California require Mariposa County to adopt
and maintain a General Plan to guide the long-term development of the
County, pursuant to Government Code Section 65300 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, after six years of public workshops, policy drafts, plan revisions and
final public hearings, the Board of Supervisors did adopt the Mariposa
County General Plan on December 18, 2006; and

WHEREAS, State Government Code Section 65400(a)(2) requires that an annual
report be prepared on the progress in the implementation of the General
Plan, and the progress the County is making with regard to meeting its share
of regional housing needs; and

WHEREAS, an Administrative Draft 2015 General Plan Annual Report and
Implementation Measure Table were prepared; and

WHEREAS, copies of the Administrative Draft of the Annual Report and the
Implementation Measure Table were distributed to all County Departments
for review and comment with respect to their involvement in the
implementation of the General Plan; and

WHEREAS, a duly noticed Planning Commission public hearing and workshop on
the 2015 General Plan Annual Report was scheduled for the 6th day of March,
2015; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission continued the public hearing until the 20th
day of March, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did hold a public hearing and workshop on
the continued date and considered the information provided by County
Departments and in the public record, including the 2015 General Plan Annual
Report; and

WHEREAS, Planning Commission adopted Resolution 2015-003, recommending
that the Board of Supervisors approve the 2015 General Plan Annual Report
and forward it to State Agencies and consider the development of a Water
Element for the General Plan; and

oLat
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WHEREAS, General Plan policy 4-3a establishes that General Plan amendments
shall be scheduled on a regular basis every year; and

WHEREAS, Implementation Measure 4-3a (1) and State law limit the times at
which the adopted General Plan can be amended to no more than 4 times per
year; and

WHEREAS, Implementation Measure 4-3a (2) provides that one of the four
General Plan Amendment hearings shall be held for the use of the Board of
Supervisors to adopt updates and modifications to the General Plan that are
generated during the Annual Review; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed this schedule and the Annual
Report and recommended approval of the Schedule for General Plan
Amendments on March 20, 2015; and

WHEREAS, actual meeting dates in the Schedule of 2015 General Plan
Amendments (Exhibit A) are approximated, and advisory, and will be finally
established as public hearing dates are officially noticed and advertised; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to have an adopted schedule of expected
hearing dates to inform applicants, staff, advisory bodies and the public of
the times at which they may expect to see changes considered to General
Plan policies, and use diagrams or Area Plans.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Supervisors hereby
adopts this Resolution accepting the 2015 General Plan Annual Report, and
the Schedule included in Exhibit A as the schedule of dates expected to
consider Mariposa County General Plan Amendments in 2015,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Supervisors hereby directs the
Planning Director to file the 2015 General Plan Annual Report to the
Department of Housing and Community Development and the State Office of
Planning and Reseaxch.

ON MOTION BY Supervisor seconded by Supervisor ; this
resolution is duly passed and adopted this day of , 2015 by the following
vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:
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ABSTAIN:

ATTEST:

René LaRoche
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:

Steven W. Dahlem
County Counsel

Merlin Jones, Chair
Mariposa County Board of Supervisors

L3t
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One -
(private or
public)

Two -
(private or
public)

Three -
(private or
public)

Four -
(private or
public)

EXHIBIT A

Schedule of 2015 General Plan Amendments

Applications

Review of 2015
Annual Report

Public or Private
Applications
completed by
March 6, 2015

Other applications
submitted and
completed by
May 22, 2015

Other applications
submitted and
completed by
June 19, 2015

Other applications
submitted and
completed by
July 17,2015

Application

Deadline

n/a

March 6

May 22

June 19

July 17#

Planning

Commission

Public
Hearing

March 6, 2015

Workshop

March 27#

Tuly 17+

October 16*

November 13*

Board of
Supervisors
Public Hearing

April 7, 2015
Workshop

April 28 *

September 8*

November 17

December 15%

*Public hearing dates are not definite until they have been noticed and advertised.

Attachment: Attachment 4 Draft BOS Resolution (4668 ; 2015 General Plan Annual Report (County Project No. 20115-029))

"Packet Pg. 245




Alvaro Arias

From: Vicki Busto gl s s
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2015 11:48 AM
To: Alvaro Arias

Subject: FW: 2015 General Plan Annual Report
Attachments: image001.wmz

Hello Mr. Arias:

Please excuse our late response to your request for input. In case you can still use it, here is information as it relates to
those items on the General Plan checklist that pertain to MCUSD:

Implementation Measure 9-7A(1):
No update or progress to report

Implementation Measure 9-7A(2):
The Planning Department {Sarah Williams) has met with MCUSD staff and other involved parties in regard to issues
pertaining to the District’s Spring Hill campus.

Implementation Measure 9-7A(3):
No update or progress to report

Implementation Measure 10-18(2):

-have attended Project Competition Banquet and distributed awards to students

-member of Mariposa FFA Ag Advisory Committee

-resource for current information In natural resources, farestry, animal science and horticulture
-working on setting up job shadowing for interested students with county offices and divisions
-guest speakers

-workshops for students

-scholarships for students

implementation Measure 11-1C(4):
MCUSD has secured 10 buses through SIVAPCD to date — no grants available at this time

Implementation Measure 12-4A(2):
No update or progress to report

{ hope this is of some help to you. Again, please accept our apologies for being so tardy with this information.

Vicki Pustos

Adnministrative Assistant to the SufTCI'iIWfTCE'!C;EﬁiZ

Mariposa Counizg Office of Education/Uanieé Sichool District
F.O-Boxs

Mariposa, CA 95338

Fhone: 209/742-0207

[Fax: 209/966-4549
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Chapter 6: Optionai Elements—Farks and Recreation

4 Review existing land uses for potential sites and
land use plans for compatible sites and policies,
mciuding:

» General plan land use, conservation, and
open-space designations.

» Relative accessibility (circulation/iranspor-
tation plans).

7> The general location and availability of
school district properties for joint use as
parks or recreational facilities.

» Natural resource areas {e.g., habitat, natural
land and water areas, floodplains, ground-
water recharge areas, etc.) amenable to rec-
reational open-space (i.e., passive
recreational) use.

» Park and recreational facility policies, stan-
dards, and principles.

¢ Jdentify feasible sources of fimding for improve-
nients, expansion, and maintenance.
> Governmental funding {e.g., general obliga-
tion bonds, special tax, impact fees, efc.).
¥ Non-profit organization funding.
% Private sector funding.

Ideas for Development Policies

The following are some general ideas for develop-
ment policies. These are infended to stimulate discus-
sion; actual policies would be more focused.

¢ Identify the locations of existing and future public
parks and recreational areas. (MAP) (L).

4 Establish standards for park acreage by type of park
(acres per 1000 residents).

4 Establish standards for providing active and pas-
sive recreational facilities,

¢ Describe a range of park types (e.g., regional,
areawide, neighborhood, pocket, efe.) to serve in
specified situations and establish principles (e.g.,
access, service area, timing, parking, etc.) to guide
the location of each type. {L)

¢ Establish policies for park and recreational facility
accessibility consistent with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

+ Establish policies for the dedication of public parks
and recreational areas (or payment of in-lieu fees) in
conjunction with new subdivisions, including stan-
dards for the amount and type or quality of parkland
required, consistent with the Quimby Act. (L)

4 Establish a policy framework for trails plans, bal-
ancing trail needs with environmental and land-
owner concerns. (CI)

128 General Plan Guidelines

4+ Establish policies for the use of utility corridors,
reclaimed solid waste facilities, abandoned railroad
rights of way, etc., for parks and trails.

4 Establish general acquisition criteria/priorities for
natural resources, historical resources, habitat, and
watershed lands.

¢ Establish principles for preserving natural re-
sources, historical resources, habitat, and watershed
lands within parks. (O)

¢ Preserve visually and environmentally significant
open spaces. (0)

¢ Provide for joint use of school properties as neigh-
borhood parks and recreational centers. (L)

+ Coordinate planning and standards with other agen-
cies, such as cities, counties, regional parks districts,
open-space districts, state parks, and nationai parks
and forests.

+ [Dstablish policies to guide parks and recreational
facilities funding, identifying preferable funding
sources and general spending priorities.

+ Encourage involvement by the non-profit and pri-
vate sectors in acquisition, maintenance, and pro-
grams.

+ Establish neighborhood, community, and regional
park planning commiltees for consultation and in-
put regarding park policy.

+ Establish policies requiring linkages between past
and future development projects through a net-
work of parks, open space, and bicycle and walk-
ing paths.

For more information on this topic, see the Bibli~
ography under “Parks and Reereation.”

WATER

Few resources are as intimately tied to the orderly
growth and development and economic and environ-
mental well being of California as water, and few
present so many planning challenges. California’s 34
million residents, 9 million acres of irrigated agricul-
tural land, and abundant environmental needs require
over 80 million acre-feet of water in a normal year
(in a drought, this drops to about 59 million acre-
feet). By 2020, when California’s population will
have grown by an additional 12 million people, the
Department of Water Resources {(DWR) projects that
the state may be short by over 2 million acre-feet of
water in a normal year and by over 6 million acre-feet
in a drought year.
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In 2001, two water supply planning bills were enacted that require greater coordination and mare extensive
data to be shared between water suppliers and local fand use agencies for large development projects and
plans.

Senate Bilt 610 (see California Water Code §10631, §10656, §10910, §10912, §10915, §10657) requires a
water supply assessment for any development project or related land use plan of more than 500 housing
units, 500,000 square feet of retail use, 250,000 square feet of office use, 500 hotel rooms, 40 acres, or
650,000 square feet of business park use or a mixed-use project with any combination equal to the scile
noted above. The water supply assessment needs to be part of any CEQA document prepared for the
project (EIR or negative declaration). If there is not adequate water to refiably supply the project {and all the
other present and future water demands anticipated} in normal, dry, and multiple dry years, new water
sources need to be identified. The Urban Water Management Plan may be used, in part, to satisfy the Water
Supply Assessment requirement. A strong water element in the general plan that incorporates a coordinated
effort between the land use agency and the water supply agency will facilitate implementation of SB 610,

Senate Bill 221 (see Government Code §66410, et seq.) prohibits any land use agency from approving a
subdivision map of more than 500 housing units (or a proposed subdivisions of less than 500 units if the
project represents |0 percent or more of all connections of 2 smaller water purveyor—one with fewer than
5,000 connections) unless there is written verification from a water provider that a sufficient and reliable
water supply is available. Sufficient water supply is defined as adequate water to supply the new growth in
normal, dry, and muktiple dry years, taking account of existing and planned water demands on the system, The
statute also sets a rigorous standard for considering new water sources. The water source must Inglude
water entitlements, capital financing, and all regulatory permits. If a water provider does not respond to
requests by the land use agency for water supply data, or the water provider indicates that sufficient water is
not available, the land use agency has the ability to seek other water sources to serve the subdivision.
However, before the project can be approved, reliable water sources must be secured, Infill housing and
exclusively affordable housing are exempt from these requirements. Urban Water Management Plans and
related water system master plans are very valuable tools in demonstrating adequate water supplies, An up-
to-date water element could be valuable in demonstrating a comprehensive basis for fucure water supply.

Since 1976, the state has seen major droughts of
two and six years in duration. At the same time, due to
the seasonal nature of California’s rainfall and runoff,
flooding is commonplace during winter storm events.
Water quality concerns are expanding to all paris of
the state, especially areas that rely on groundwater for
their water supply.

Given the importance of water to the state’s future,
a community would be well served to create a separate
water element, in conjunction with the appropriate water
supply and resource agencies, in which each aspect of
the hydrologic cycle is integrated into a single chapter
of the general plan, With recent law that requires land
use decistons to be linked to water availability, a water
element takes on increased importance.

Water Resources in General Plan Statute and
Related Requirements

Water resources are cited in various sections of
general plan statute (see $65302, §65302.2,

§65303.4, §65352 and §65352.5). However, water-
related information, including policies, resource in-
venfories, and sapply and demand analysis, are
typically fragmented throughout various chapters of
the general plan.

Based on several recent state statutes, coordination
of water supply and demand information with land use
planning is required, Prior to action by a legislative
body to adopt or substantially amend a general plan,
the planning agency must send a copy of the pro-
posed plan or amendment to any public water sys-
tem, as defined in Health and Safety Code §4010.1,
with 3000 or more service connections and that serves
water to customers within the area covered by the pro-
posal. The public water system has at least 45 days to
comment on the proposed plan in accordance with
§4010.1({b) and to provide the planning agency with
the information set forth in §65958.1. Additionally,
upon adoption or amendment of the genecral plan,
the same referral must be made (§65357(a)). Fur-
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thermore, §65352.5 directs the water supplier to pro-
vide a copy of its most recent Urban Water Manage-
ment Plan and other water supply information to the
city or county upon receiving the aforementioned no-
tice.

Issues and Potential Policy Strategies
One way to conceptualize a water

4 Inventory of existing ordinances that imple-
ment water management issues {e.g., Model
Water Recycling Ordinance).

A typical policy response is to ensure the availabil-
ity and timing of reliable water supplies for existing

and future needs under changing hydrologic conditions.

This entails realistic assessment of

element is to consider the entire hy-

planned facilities and projects, ad-

drologic Cyc]e and how comn]unity The California Urban Water ditional water eﬂtiﬂements, and fu-
policies and actions affect each com-  Conservation Council is a ture regulatory requirements. Such
ponent of the system. The following ~ veluntary association of the analyses must be coordinated with

discussion divides the hydrologic

major urban water putveyorsin  the local water purveyor(s). Much

eyele into components and highlights ~ C2fifornia. They have developed  of the data are contained in a

a sampling ofissues and general policy

a list of best management purveyor’s Urban Water Manage-

strategies that might be included i a practices in water use efficiency  ment Plan or Water Master Plan (or

water management element.

Water supply and demand
Based on statutes passed in 2001 (see

for members who have agreed  q]ated document).
to implement these practices in
a consistent manner. Their
website is www.cuwce.org.

In particular, water use efficiency
(conservation) and water recycling
have become major “sources™ for

discussion about Senate Bills 221 and
610 on previous page), land use decistons for major plans
and projects now must be linked to a Jong-term reliable
source of water. Additionally, state law requires that Ur-
ban Water Management Plans (water supply/demand plans
required of all urban water purveyors of 3000 acre-feet
of service or 3000 connections) must be sent to the lo-
cal land use agency and considered in the general plan.
Typically, water supply issues arc addressed as part
of the conservation element or in an optional public fa-
cilities or services element. A comprehensive assessment
would inciude the following:

4 Inventory of existing water demands, supplies, and
providers, as well as established programs for wa-
ter use efficiency (conservation}, recycling, trans-
fers, and conjunctive vuse of surface and
groundwater.

+ Analysis of future water demands based on general
plan Jand use build-out and projected cumulative
demands in the region.

4 Assessment of fulure opportunities for water use
efficiency (conservation), recycling of water, wa-
ter transfers, conjunctive use of groundwater and
surface water, additional storage or water develop-
ment projects, and other potential increases in wa-
ter entitlements and supply.

¢ Assessment of any shortfalls in future water de-
mands based on wet, normal, dry, and multiple dry
year types and coniingency plans for drought con-
ditions,
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communities to streich their available
supplies and enable growih without
costly or environmentally damaging water projects. State
law requires that local jurisdictions implement landscape
water conservation practices and low water use plumb-
ing in new development. Agreements among many of
the state’s major water providers also require the use of
best management practices for water conservation in the
urban sector. These policies and actions should be in-
corporated inte general plans.

Many counties that rely heavily on groundwater also
have general plan policies (and implemeniing ordi-
nances) protecting local groundwater supplies from
water quality degradation, excessive extraction, or ex-
port.

Before embarking on water supply policies, it is im-
portant to understand the institutions that provide water
in the area, the various plans and projects in the works,
and the constraints on future water supplies.

Water quality

General plans address water quality in various ways,
usually in (he mandatory conservation and open-space
elements or in optional public facilities or environmen-
tal elements. Typical issues include:

¢ Groundwater contamination from specific sources,
such as underground tanks, known spills, contami-
nation sites, or landfills, or from generalized sources,
such as septic systems.

¢ Sedimentation and related pollutants from land-
based aclivities throughout the watershed, includ-
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ing resource extraction, such as logging or vineyard
development, or grading for land development.

+  Wastewater treatment and industrial discharges from
point squrces.

¢ Urban and rural stormwater runoff and related non-
point source pollutants.

Policy responses vary from general policies to com-
ply with state and federal water quality requirements to
specific requirements related to local grading or ero-
sion control ordinances and runoff standards. Many re-
cent water quality requirements link directly to land use
and development practices (see Stormwater section be-
low). For example, §303(d) of the Clean Water Act re-
quires states to identify “impaired” water bodies (which
California has done) and prepare Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) studies and plans to reduce poliutant
loads in watersheds and clean up impaired streams or
lakes. As these studies become more prevalent, land use
plans and development policies and standards will need
to be refined to improve water quality.

Wastewater treatment and disposal

Analysis and pohces related to wastewater are usu-
ally included in the circulation element or in an optional
public facilities efement. Ata minimum, the general plan
should inventory existing and planned wastewater treat-
ment and disposa) facilities (and regulatory require-
ments) and any polices and requirements for on-site
septic or related disposal systems. Best practices sug-
gest that projections for wastewater demands should be
based on the general plan land use build-out assump-
tions and closely linked to water supply demand assunp-
tions. In addition, where appropriate, epportunities to
utilize treated wastewater {recycled or reciaimed wa-
tery for landscape, recreational, industrial, or agricul-
tural uses (so-called non-potable reuse} should be
analyzed wherever feasible. Urban Water Management
Plans are required to address opportunities for using
recycled water.

Watershed features and processes

General plans typically identify and map important
hydrologic features, such as wetlands, estuaries, streams,
designated wild and scenic rivers, lakes, vernal pools,
riparian zones, floodplains, and groundwater recharge
areas. There are many reasons to protect such water re-
sources, including aquatic biological value; maintain-
ing “free” watershed functions, such as aquifer recharge
and runoff filtering; and open space for aesthetic and
recreational value. Policies to protect water features are

often articulated in the conservation or open-space ele-
ment.,

There are hundreds of options for policies related to
maintaining liealthy and functional watersheds, rang-
ing from land use designations (or minimum parcel sizes)
that protect floodplains, recharge areas, riparian corndors,
wetlands, and other ecologically significant lands to ero-
sion contro] policies and standards to maintain water qual-
ity. Setbacks fiom riparian corridors, lakes, ponds, and
wetlands are typical, as are low-intensity land uses in
groundwater recharge zones or water supply watersheds.
Watershed-based policies also provide an opportunity
to integrate state and federal requirements for protec-
tion of wetlands and endangered species habitat.

Fiood management

The safety element must identify flood hazard areas
and establish policies to avoid unreasonable flooding
risks. A comprehensive approach should include care-
ful mapping of floodplains and high-nisk areas, estab-
lishing polices to keep intensive uses out of these areas
and mitigation measures or design requirements o re-
duce flood risk where improverents are at risk. Addi-
tionally, Jocal or regional flood management plans and
facilities should be incorporated. A watershed-based ap-
proach would employ both structural and non-structural
solutions to maintain the floodplain functions of sedimen-
tation, deposition, water filtering, and floodwater absorp-
tion. An optional floodplain management element was
discussed earlier in this chapter.

Stormwater management

With the expansion of non-point source water qual-
ity regulations (under various sections of the Clean Wa-
ter Act and the Poster Cologne Water Quality Control
Act), communities throughout the state are being faced
with strict requirements on urban stormwater runoff (and
some rural runoff). As a result, general plans have be-
gun to suggest (or require} runoff performance standards
that result in an array of site planning and design tech-
niques to reduce storm flows, capture runoff water, and
allow it to percolate or filter/settie before being discharged
tochannels, streams, or lakes. Urban residential and com-
mercial projects and even rural developments are being
designed with multi-use stormwater basins, catchment
basins and swales, parking lot capture systems, buffer
strips to capture and filter water, and similar features to
reduce peak storm flows and provide water quality ben-
efit.

These type of facilities and site design features can
also restore local aquatic habitat, maintain or enhance
groundwater recharge, reduce [ocal flooding peaks,
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Modified Land Use/Hydrologic Cycle as a Basis for an Optional Water Element

Precipitation: Snow and Rain

2. Fish Hatchery and Fisheries Restorantion I3. Useable Aquifer
Project 14. Proposed Desalination Piant Location
3. Runoff from Rangeland Opreatioin |5, Natural or Artificial Wetland to Clean Up
4. Agriculturat Tailings Water Pond for Habitat Water
and Pollutant Reduction 16. Unsaturated, Unconfined Aquifer
5. In Situ Groundwater Treatiment {7. Saturated, Confined Aquifer
Urban Retention Basin for Water Quality {8. Confining Layer
Benefit and Flood Management, Recreation, 19. Bedrock
and Habitac 2. Agricultural Pollution of U
: ricultura t
7.  Groundwater Pollution from Urban Sources: G%our;mdwater Aqlfi,fe: on @ PPer
Movement of Contaminated Plume .
21. Upstream Fisheries and Riparian Habitat
8. Woastewater Treatment and Disposal: Restoration Project
Recl ion of Ti d Effluent
eclamation of jreate Hen 22, Lateral and Dlownslope Movement of
9. Wells for Agricultural and Urban Use Polluted Groundwater Plume
10. Direct Groundwater Recharge 23. Agricultural Groundwater Use
[1. Surface Water Treatment Graphics: Lindsey Holm
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and provide visual and recreational benefit to the
community.

Interagency coordination and collaboration

Communities are oflen served by multiple districts,
agencies, or companies for the different aspects of wa-
ter management. State law requires coordination be-
tween water purveyors and land use planning agencies.
State and federal regulators, such as the Department of
Fish and Game, the U_S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the
National Marine Fisheries Service, the U.S. Army Coips
of Engineers, the State Water Resources Control Board,
and the Regional Water Quality Control Boards, are sig-
nificantly involved in water resource protection and en-
hancement. As a resull, a water management element
is a useful place to incorporate policies and procedures
for coordinating all of the entities involved in water
resgurces management.

Why a Water Element is Useful

There are a number of reasons why an integrated
water element might be of benefit to a community. By
having all water-related polices and actions in one place,
the complex issues surrounding waler resources are
more accessible and understandable to the general pub-
lic. Few people interact with water districts or the plans
and documents they produce, but many lay people in-
teract with a community’s general plan,

By directly linking each aspect of the hydrologic
system, the projections and forecasts used by the city,
county, or special district can be more consistent. For
example, future water supply demands, wastewater de-
mands, and drainage needs could ail rely on the same
Jand use map and future growth and build-out assump-
tions. This will help with consistency between general
plan elements and lead to more coordinated infrastiuc-
ture and capital decisions. Each planming agency, whether
a water, wastewater, or land-use agency, should consider
relying on the general plan land use map and projections
for all water-related infrastructure plans and policies. In
addition, water suppliers must grant priority to housing
projects that would help in the attainment of housing ele-
ment goals for low income housing when allocating avail-
able and future water resources (§65589.7).

An integrated water element can also lead to reduced
costs and mcreased efficiencies for needed infrastruc-
ture. For example, placement and location of wastewa-
ter treatment and conveyance facilities may be better
linked to potential land uses, such as industrial facili-
ties or golf courses, that might take advantage of re-
cycled water. Watershed protection policies might be
better linked to groundwater recharge needs or siream

and riparian protection policies. Once a watershed has
been modified for urbanization or intensive agriculture
(or similar use), it can be prohibitively expensive and
potentially impessible to restore the water supply, wa-
ter quality, and environmental protection value back
into the ecosystem.

Anintegrated water management element might also
help with other regulatory and planning functions, such
as water quality discharge permits, wetland protection
requirements, floodplain management, water supply as-
sessment needs, and the preparation of CEQA documents.
Finally, a single water management element might increase
the visibility of water and highlight its importance in the
future of the community.

Ideas for Data and Analysis

The type and quality of data on water resources will
depend on many factors, including the water-related
districts and agencies in the area, previous studies, and
the level of public attention that has been devoted to

Several jurisdictions have developed or are now
preparing water elements or chapters. Imperial
County, for example, developed an integrated
water element that combines water supply, quality,
flood managermnent, wastewater and stormwater
polices and analysis into a single General Plan
element, This “one-stop” document has been
useful ro them as the County has engaged in
complex negotiations over water transfers and
supplies with neighboring jurisdictions, Inyo
County has a separate water resources chapter
that focuses on water quality, groundwater
protection and restoration of water-related
habitats, Santa Clara County has an extensive
policy base for water supply, water quality and
watershed protection as part of its Resource
Conservation Element. Nevada County is eurrently
working on 2 Water Element. Additiorally, many
jurisdictions have established comprehensive
pelicies for water resource protection or
management in different elements in the general
plan. Mendocine County, for example,
incorporated watershed management polices in
its General Plan as early as | 981. Santa Cruz,Marin
and Santa Barbara counties have extensive
watershed management, water quality, stream and
riparian protection polices.
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water. For comprehensive planning purposes, the follow-
ing data and analysis should be part of the general plan:

¢

Inventory of existing natural water-related features,
such as wetlands, sireams, lakes, bays, estuaries,
reservoirs, and vemna)l peols. Information may be
available from local, regional, and state GIS data-
bases, specific studies, such as EIRs or specific
plans, or from specialized databases such as the
Resources Apency’s Legacy Project or the CERES
database. (CO, L, O)

Delineation of the boundaries of watersheds, aqui-
fer recharge areas, floodplains, and various param-
eters about groundwater basins (water levels,
storage volume, safe or operational yield, etc.). Gen-
eral data on groundwater can be obtained from the
Department of Water Resources (Bulletin 118-02
or the State Water Plan) or from individual basin
studies. (CO, L, O, §)

Analysis of existing water sources, treatment and
distribution systems, service disfrict boundaries,
wastewater treatment and distribution systems,
stormwater and drainage facilities, flood manage-
ment facilities, and service districts. These data are
available from each individual district or service
provider. Urban Water Management Plans are a good
source for water supply, demand, conservation, and
related information, This information will be useful
in meeling the information requirements of SB 610
and 8B 221.

Capacity of existing and planned water and waste-
water infrastructure to accommodate new growth
and support expansion and improvement. Typical
data sources include the Urban Water Management
Plans of local water purveyors, Water or Wastewa-
ter Master Plans or Integrated Resources Plans of
waler agencies, and capital improvements plans.
Statewide and regional information is available in
the State Water Plan. (CI)

Reliable water supply and projected demand bal-
ance in wet, normal, dry, and multiple dry years;,
analysis of new sources; drought contingency plan-
ning; opportunities for conservation, reuse, trans-
fers, ete.

Land-use based projections of build-oul and water
and wastewater demands specitic to each land use.
Different {and uses and intensities have vastly dif-
ferent demands for water supply. There are also vast
differences between different regions in the state.

Analysis of generalized water quality in the wa-
tershed, available data on water pollution sources,
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and various programs and agencies working on
these issues.

+ Examination of extsting water quality in the water-
shed.

> Identify existing and potential water pollu-
tion sources.

» TInventory hazardous materials dumps, ponds,
and siorage sites (using information plans de-
veloped pursuant to Health and Safety Code
§25500, et seq.).

> Identify proposed, existing, and abandoned

landfili sites. (MAP)
Examine the results of groundwater tests con-
ducted in the vicinities of landfills and haz-
ardous materials dumps, ponds, tanks, and
storage areas.

¥ Examine regulations regarding the use, stor-
age, and disposal of hazardous materials.

» Inventory existing and proposed land uses
that could contribute to the pollution of
streams and other waters.

» Data sources include the Water Quality Con-
trol Plan for the region, TMDL studies (if
they are complete), watershed plans for the
region, and specific data from the Regional
Water Quality Contro! Board or local water
purveyor,

+ ldentification of polluted water sources for which
reclamation is feasible.

+ Identification of watershed groups, progranis, and
studies in progress and environmental enhance-
ment programs and projects that are water-re-
lated.

+ Identification of water conservation programs that
are, or will be, implemented by the water supplier
or other entity supplying water to the city or county.
This may include information contained in the Ur-
ban Water Management Plan or in the Water Recy-
cling Ordinance,

¢ Assessment of the use of water bodies for recre-
ational purposes. {CQ, L, O)

¢ Identification of water bodies and watersheds that
must be protected or rehabilitated to promote con-
linued recreational and commercial fishing, inchud-
ing key fish spawning areas, (CO)

Ideas for Developient Policies

Water element policies should conform to those
found in other elements, such as the land use, circula-
tion, conservation, open-space, and safety elements.
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Water-related policies can be centralized in a water el-
ement to avoid duplication. Such policies must be con-
sistent with the general plan as a whole, including all
mandatory and optional elements. The following pro-
vides examples of policies that a jurisdiction may wish
to include in a water eclement:

¢ The development, improvement, fiming, and loca-
tion of community sewer, water, and drainage lines
and facilities. (CI, CQ, L)

¢ The protection, use, and development of water bod-
ies and courses (rivers, lakes, sireams, harbors, es-
tuaries, and reservoirs). {CO, O)
% Erosion control and sediment reduction
policies.

+ The siting of large new water users. (L)
¥ Opportunities for recycled water use.
+ The type and intensity of development in or adja-
cent to water bodies and courses. (CO, L, O)
> Setback standards near sensitive water fea-
tures.

¢ The protection of watersheds and aquifer recharge
areas. (CO, L, O)

> Type and intensity of development.

» Drainage runoff policies and performance
standards, such as the reduction of
hardscaped areas.

¢+ Lxpansion alternatives for new reliable water
supplies. (CO)

+ Water efficiency and recycling policies.

4+ The use of native vegetation or drought-tolerant

landscaping for public facilities and other large in-
stallations.

+ The protection of water bodies and watersheds that
are important for the management of commercial
fisheries, (CO, O)

¢ Floodplain management policies. (CO, L, O, 8)

¢ Minimum private water supply reserves for emer-
gency fire use. {5)

Challenges

Planners face challenges in preparing a single, stand-
alone water element. Water districts, wastewater dis-
tricts, or private water purveyors serve multiple cities
and counties with other customers and other planning
and reporting requirements. Some cities, such as San
Jose, and counties, such as Alameda, have multiple
water providers from many different sources. Often
there is a wholesaler of water (such as Metropolitan

Water District of Southern California), one or more re-
tailers, and other districts and jurisdictions for waste-
water, storm drainage, and flood management. The data
for a comprehiensive water element may be difficult to
collect and analyze. The plans, time horizons, and pro-
Jjections made by various districts and jurisdictions may
not be consistent or easily integrated. It is importani
that the water element neither contradict nor diminish
already agreed upon community goals contained in
other elements of the general plan. Still, given the com-
plexity of the topic and the critical role water will play
in every comimunity’s future, a water element is a valu-
able way to focus on key issues and policy choices.

Technical Assistance

There are hundreds of applicable references that can
assist in water resources planning, just a few of which
are listed here, Internet resources include:

& Association of California Water Agencies,
www.acwanet.com

+ CALFED Bay Delta Program,
www.calfed water.ca.gov

¢ California Depariment of Water Resources,
www. water.ca.gov

4 California Urban Water Conservation Council,
WWW.CUWCC.0TZ

¢ State Water Resources Control Board,
www.swrcb.ca.gov

+ Water Education Foundation,
www.walereducation.org

Usefid books and reports include:

4 California Department of Water Resources, Stare
Water Plan Update, Bulletin 160-98, 1998. (Note:
An updated version is due out at the end of 2003.)

¢ Johnson and Loux, Water and Land Use: Planning
Jor the Future of California as if Water Mattered,
Solano Press Books, 2003.

¢ Littleworth and Gardner, California Warer, Solano

Press Books, 1995 {Note: An updated version is
due out in 2003},

¢ Water Education Foundation, Layperson s Guide lo
California Water, 2000. (Note: 15 other Layperson s
Guides are available on topics such as Environmental
Restoration, Flood Management, etc.)

For more information on this topic, see the Bibliog-
raphy under “Water.”
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