1L

Santa Maria CITY OF SANTA MARIA i
Xk OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
All-America Gty Records/City Clerk, Ext. 306

"
@ MAR 26 2012

110 EAST COOK STREET, ROOM #3 » SANTA MARIA, CA 93454-5190  805-925-0951 « FAX 805-925-2243 » www.ci.santa-maria.ca.us

March 21, 2012

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
1800 Third Street, Ste. 260

P.O. Box 1407

Sacramento, CA 95812-1407

RE: 2011 GENERAL PLAN ANNUAL REPORT
CITY OF SANTA MARIA

At its regular meeting on March 20, 2012, the City Council of the City of Santa Maria
received the 2011 General Plan Annual Report. It was directed that the report be filed
with the Housing and Community Development Department. Therefore, enclosed
please find the City of Santa Maria’s 2011 General Plan Annual Report as presented to
the Council. '

Should you have any questions regarding this Report, please feel free to contact me at
(805) 925-0951, Ext. 307, or the City's Community Development Department at Ext.
244,

Sincerely,

Enclosure: General Plan Annual Report

pc: Community Development Department (Letter only)
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CHAPTER |- INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

A.

PUrpose of the Annual Report

Section 65400 of the California Government Code requires the City to file an
annual report addressing the status of the General Plan and progress made
toward goals and objectives. The annual report provides a means to monitor the
success of implementing the General Plan and determine if changes need to be
made in the plan or its implementation programs.

| Purpose of the General Plan

The General Plan serves two primary functions. First, the General Plan provides

information. Second, it states the community's goals, objectives, policies, and

implementation measures (i.e., ways to achieve the goals and objectives). The
General Plan is a public document and is available for all to read and use as
needed. Copies are available for review at the Santa Maria Public Library and at
the City Clerk's Office. Each member of the City Council and the Planning
Commission has a copy of the General Plan, as well as each City department. -

As an informational document, the General Plan describes existing conditions,
makes projections, and establishes a vision for the community's future. The
General Plan provides the public with valuable information about the City and
the direction that it seeks to move. In a community where rapid growth
accentuates change, there is a need to look ahead and determine the effect of
change on the physical, social, and economic structure of the community.

As a policy document, the General Plan establishes guidelines for decision-
makers. Using these guidelines, the City Council and Planning Commission
take incremental steps toward achieving the larger goals of the City. The City
focuses implementation programs contained in the General Plan through day-
to-day operations of the City.

Status of the Adopted Elements of the City’s General Plan

State law requires that the General Plan include seven elements. These
elements must cover the following topics: Land Use, Circulation, Housing,
Safety, Noise, Conservation, and Open Space. State law also allows the City to
adopt any additional general plan elements that the City deems necessary. The
City of Santa Maria combines the Conservation and Open Space elements into
a Resource Management Element, which also includes sections on Recreation
and Parks, Public Facilities and Services, Private and Community Services, and
Growth Management. The Economic Development Element is another optional
element of the General Plan.



Following is a brief overview of actions taken in 2011 relative to each individual
Element:

1.

Land Use Element (Adopted August 20, 1991)

The Land Use Element was amended to eliminate obsolete language in
2011. ,

Circulation Element (Adopted on January 4, 1994)

The Circulation Element was amended to eliminate obsolete language in
2011. Along with the removal of obsolete language, the amendment updated
certain graphics, and included references to other adopted plans and
physical changes already implemented by the City.

Resources Management Element (RME) (Adopted on May 7, 1996)

The RME includes the state mandated Conservation and Open Space
Elements. Other elements include Recreation and Parks, and Public
Facilities and Services. No text amendments to the Resources Management
Element occurred in 2011.

Noise Element (Adopted on December 16, 1997)

No text amendments to the Noise Element occurred in 2011.

Safety Element (Adopted on November 21, 1995)

No amendments to the Safety Element occurred in 2011.

Economic Development Element (Adopted on February 17, 2004)

No amendments to the Economic Development Element occurred in 2011.

Housing Element (Adopted on November 16, 2010)

No text amendments to the Housing Element occurred in 2011.
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CHAPTER Il = IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENERAL PLAN

The City of Santa Maria implementation programs identified in the General Plan
include tools already in place and used on a day-to-day basis in the City. Some of the
various tools available to further the City's goals and objectives include the
Budget/Capital Improvement Program, Specific Plans and Master Plans, Zoning and
Subdivision Regulations, Growth Impact Mitigation (AB1600) Fees, CDBG/HOME
Funds and Grants, Development Agreements, and Improvement Districts

A.

Planning Commission

The City of Santa Maria Planning Commission is designated as the “Planning
Agency,” as authorized by Section 65100 of the State Government Code and
Section 12-2.117 of the Santa Maria Municipal Code. The Commission has
discretionary and advisory responsibilities that are authorized by Chapter 2-15
of the Municipal Code and delegated under Titles 11 (Subdivision Ordinance)
and 12 (Zoning). During the last year, the Commlssmn held 11 public meetings
and 11 study sessions.

The Planning Commission approved eight Planned Development (PD) Permits
and thirteen new Conditional Use Permits in 2011. One Conditional Use Permit
was extended for an additional five years; one consistency determination was
made. The Planning Commission approved three tentative maps Addltlonally,
the Commission granted 19 time extensions.

In the advisory role, the Planning Commission forwarded written
recommendations to the City Council on the elimination of obsolete language in
the Land Use and Circulation Elements of the General Plan. The Planning
Commission also reviewed and recommended actions on two zoning ordinance
(text) amendments and one land use and zoning (map) amendment.

Zoning Text Amendments

The City Council adopted two zoning code amendments in 2011; they
addressed:

1. permitted and conditional uses within the Central Business District and
Airport Service Il zoning districts; and

2. inclusion of a new chépter addressing the procedure for consideration
and processing requests for developer agreements.
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General Plan and Zoning Map Amendments

City Council acted on one General Plan (Land Use) amendments in 2011.
TABLE [I-1 reflects the net acreage changes made to the Land Use Policy Map:

1. Chumash Casino Resort Park and Ride Lot

TABLE -1
Land Use Amendments in 2011
General Plan Net Acres Net Acres Net Acres
Land Use Designations “to” “from” " changed
Light Industrial 0 4.22 (4.22)
Community Facilities 422 0 422
TOTAL: 4.22 4,22 0.0

Land Division Applications
In 2011, four Lot Line Adjustments, five Lot Mergers, and two Parcel Map
applications, were filed and are presently in various stages of review.

In 2011, one Parcel Map and two residential subdivisions were recorded.

Specific Plans

There were no specific plan amendments processed in 2011.

Building and Safety Division

The Building and Safety Division is responsible for administration and
enforcement of those state and local codes, ordinances and regulations dealing
with the 'construction, alteration, maintenance and use of privately owned
structures, appurtenances and land. These regulations include the building,
housing, dangerous building, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, swimming pool,
and sign codes, as well as the California State Mobile Home Park regulations
and City zoning ordinances.

1. Board of Appeals

The Building and Safety Division also provides staff support to the seven-
member Board of Appeals, which hears appeals of Uniform Building Code
interpretations. The Board of Appeals did not meet in 2011.
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2. Title 9 — Building Requlations

No changes to the adopted 2010 codes occurred in 2011.

3. Development Activity Reports

The Monthly Building Permit Reports from 2003-2011 continue to be
maintained for public inspection on City Internet pages.

4. Permits and Inspections

In 2011, the Building Division received 1,219 building permit applications, 75
sign permit applications, and issued 1,311 building permits. During the past
year, City building inspectors made 8,153 construction and safety related
inspections. -

5. New Residential Units

As reported to the State Department of Finance in 2011, 152 new housing
units were added as the result of new construction or conversion. Of the
total units, 150 were single-family housing units comprised of 137 attached
housing units and 13 detached houses. The other two units were
constructed as a duplex structure. '

Planning Division

Planning Division activities include administration of the City's General Plan,

development and subdivision review, preparation of zoning ordinances,

processing annexations, bikeway implementation, providing demographic and
census information, preparation of specific plans, conducting environmental
review, and informing the public of the City's land use policies and development
ordinances. The Planning Division reviews federal, state, and county legislation,

- projects of concern to the City, and responds to surveys from the State.

The Planning Division provides staff support to the Planning Commission.
Administrative functions include the scheduling of meetings, preparation of
agendas, posting hearing notices, and preparation of minutes. The City posts
Planning Commission meeting agendas and minutes on the City Internet pages.
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Planning staff provides land use analysis, environmental review as required
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and prepares staff
reports for the Planning Commission and City Council.

e Current and past development activity reports continue to be maintained
for public inspection on City webpage.

e General Plan updates of the Land Use Element and Circulation
Element were completed in 2011.

e In 2011, one Parcel Map and two residential subdivisions were
recorded
“e The Planning Division received:
55 environmental clearance applications
4 |ot line adjustment application
4 merger applications
6 planned development permit applications
46 use permit applications
4 General Plan amendment and zone change applications
3 zoning text amendments

6 0 0 0 0 0O 0 ©

34 special projects

o Staff conducted 349 business license reviews during the year and
conducted planchecks for each building permit prior to issuance.

Housing Element Annual Reporting

Chapter Ill of this Annual Report describes the actions taken (by the City)
toward completion of the programs in the Housing Element.

h_4a



CHAPTER Il
Housing Element

Annual Progress Report
(CCR Title 25 §6202 )
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