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City of Sonora
Sonora General Plan 2020
2013 General Plan Annual Report

General Plan 2020: Adopted May 30, 2007
General Plan 2020 amendments in 2012: None
General Plan in compliance with state (OPR) general plan guidelines? Yes

Background:

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65400(a)(2), a General Plan Annual Progress Report
(APR) is due to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse (OPR), on
or before April 1%, of each year reporting on the preceding calendar year. In addition, the
Annual Housing Element Progress Report (Attachment A) must be submitted to the California
Department of Housing and Community Development and also to OPR prior to April 1%

There is not a standardized format for the General Plan APR but there is one for the Housing
Element Progress Report. The purpose of the APR is to inform the Sonora City Council
regarding activities related to the implementation of the Sonora General Plan 2020. Per State
Clearinghouse Guidelines, the APR should describe land use decisions related to adopted goals,
policies and implementation measures of the General Plan 2020 and should provide enough
information to identify necessary course adjustments or modifications to the General Plan and
means to improve local implementation.

The following provides a summary of major projects implemented in 2013 relevant to the
Sonora General Plan 2020:

1) Vision Sonora Plan — On December 2, 2013 the City Council approved the Vision Sonora
Plan. The Vision Sonora project was funded under a California Department of
Transportation Community Based Planning Grant received through the Tuolumne County
Transportation Council (TCTC). The Project was initiated to provide the City of Sonora with
a plan to create a more vibrant community by addressing the following areas within the
historic downtown core and along the Highway 49 and Washington Street corridors:

~ Circulation and Congestion Management

~ Parking Management

~ Gateway Features and Wayfinding Signage
~ Transit Facilities

~ Aesthetics and Beautification

~ Multi-modal Connectivity

~ Economic Development and Quality of Life
~ Finance and Implementation Planning



To develop the Vision Sonora Plan, the City worked in partnership with the TCTC and Caltrans
while receiving input from business owners, residents and community organizations, The Plan
sets the path to transform the historic downtown core and its gateways into a more pedestrian,
transit and bicycle friendly area with more landscaping, trees, gathering spots along the streets,
pathways, and a plaza for events.

Project related General Plan Goals & Implementation Programs:

Goal 1.B — Balance the social, environmental, economic, cultural, and aesthetic elements of
the City of Sonora to provide a quality living environment and to maintain the City as a
distinct community.

Goal 1.C — Maintain and enhance the character and diversity of the City s historic
neighborhoods and downtown.

Goal 1.H — Provide a wide variety of transportation alternatives for the City’s residents and
Visitors.

Goal 2.B — Pursue establishment and encourage use of an integrated system of bicycle,
pedestrian and other non-motorized transportation routes.

Goal 2.C — Reduce impacts on the City’s roadways and provide alternative methods of
transportation for all income levels.

~  Implementation Program 1.B.c, 2.E.c, 11.4.]— Develop a Master Plan for Context
Sensitive Solutions

~ Implementation Program 1.H.b - Identify bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

~ Implementation Program 1.H.c, 4.B.c — Promote the Construction of Non-motorized
Transportation Facilities.

~  Implementation Program 2.B.a — Encourage non-motorized modes of transportation.
~ Implementation Program 2.B.b — Implement a non-motorized transportation plan

~ Implementation Program 2.B.c — Establish priorities for non-motorized transportation
routes

~  Implementation Program 2.B.g — Sidewalk linkages

~ Implementation Program 2.C f— Expand available transit stops along fixed routes in the
Ciny.

~ Implementation Program 2.C.h — Improve transit stop facilities

~ Implementation Program 2.D.b — Continue to update the City's Parking Study

~  Implementation Program 2.E.e —Integrate the routes identified in the Regional
Transportation Plan with those in the City’s Non-Motorized Transportation Plan.

~ Implementation Program 2.E.g — Integrate cultural resources and recreational and non-
motorized transportation routes.

~  Implementation Program 8.4.a — Promote construction, establishment and use of
alternative transportation facilities.



2)

3)

» Implementation Program 12.C.i — Establish pocket parks providing visitor amenities.

Dragoon Gulch Trail Master Plan and City Walkability Analysis — On June 3, 2013 the City
Council approved the Dragoon Gulch Master Trails Plan. The Plan was funded through a
Community Transformation Grant under the Tuolumne County Public Health Department.
Under the Plan, the Dragoon Gulch Trail will be expanded across 102 acres and provide a
natural trail system totaling 9.7 miles. The City received additional grant funding under the
program to prepare a connection feasibility and design plan to evaluate additional
connections from the Trail to the historic downtown core and Sonora High School. Funding
was also provided for the Sonora walkability analysis and related informational brochures.

Project related General Plan Goals & Implementation Programs:

Goal 1.H — Provide a wide variety of transportation alternatives for the City’s residents and
Visitors.

Goal 12.4 — Provide an adequate supply and equitable distribution of park and recreation
facilities providing multiple benefits to the City’s residents and non-residents while
enhancing the City’s economy, community design, visual quality, jobs/housing balance,
conservation of natural and cultural resources and circulation as funding permits for
maintenance and acquisition opportunities.

~  Implementation Program 1.H.b — Identify bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

~  Implementation Program 1.H.c, 4.B.c ~ Promote the Construction of Non-motorized
Transportation Facilities.

~  Implementation Program 2.B.a — Encourage non-motorized modes of transportation.

~  Implementation Program 2.F.e —Integrate the routes identified in the Regional
Transportation Plan with those in the City’s Non-Motorized Transportation Plan.

~  Implementation Program 2.E.f— Integrate the trails and facilities identified in the
Recreation Element with those in the City’s non-motorized transportation plan.

~ Implementation Program 2.E.g — Integrate cultural resources and recreational and non-
motorized transportation routes.

~ Implementation Program 8.A.a — Promote construction, establishment and use of
alternative transportation facilities.

~ Implementation Program 12.C.d — Prioritize trails which promote circulation and the
Non-Motorized Element of the Regional Transportation Plan.

Land Use Entitlement Applications — On October 15, 2013 the Sonora Planning Commission
approved the Site Plan and Conditional Use Permit for the Sonora Regional Medical Center’s
Outpatient Pavilion, The three-story 63,500 sq. ft. building will house the Cancer Center and
medical office facilities. This was a privately funded project. Additionally, the City
approved four Design Review Applications and three Conditional Use Permits.

Project related General Plan Goals & Implementation Programs:



4)

Goal 1.4 - Provide a well-organized and ovderly development pattern that maintains and
enhances the City of Sonora’s social, economic, cultural, environmental, and aesthetic
resources while managing growth so that adequate fucilities and services can be provided in
pace with development.

Goal 1.E — Maintain and enhance the present and future needs of City and county residents
and visitors while maintaining and enhancing the City’s economic base and conserving the
City’s social, economic, cultural, environmental, and aesthetic resources.

~ Implementation Program 1.E.a — Continue to maintain and update Commercial
Development Standards and the Site Plan Review Process.

Barretta Street Rezoning - On June 17, 2013 the City Council approved the rezoning of 5
parcels from Limited Multifamily Residential (R-2) to Multifamily Residential (R-3). The
primary purpose of the rezoning was to legalize exiting dwellings, to bring existing densities
into conformance with the zoning ordinance and the General Plan, and to provide a
consistent zoning district.

Project related General Plan Goals & Implementation Programs:

Goal 1.4 - Provide a well-organized and orderly development pattern that maintains and
enhances the City of Sonora’s social, economic, cultural, environmental, and aesthetic
resources while managing growth so that adequate facilities and services can be provided in
pace with development.

~  Implementation Program 1 E.e — Maintain moderate and high-density residential land
use designations near the City's commercial centers and encourage their development
for affordable housing.

The following zoning ordinances were adopted in 2013:

1) Carports - Reduced Setbacks (Ordinance #815) —~ Amends the Sonora Municipal Code to
provide for carports in excess of 340 sq. fi. with reduced setbacks subject to obtaining a
Conditional Use Permit and those less than or equal to 340 sq. ft. with reduced setbacks
through a ministerial approval.

2) Cottage Food Operations (Ordinance #816) — In response to AB 1616, the ordinance
provides for limited standards for conducting Cottage Food Operations in private homes
within the City of Sonora.

Identified Needs:

1) Comprehensive Update of the Sonora General Plan and Municipal Code — As necessary
to implement the 2020 General Plan, staff has completed a cursory review of the General
Plan and the Zoning Ordinance. Revisions are needed within both documents to provide
for greater usability and consistency. Many current provisions are confusing to the
average reader and conflicting with the documents. A more standardized approach with



clearly identified background analysis and intent are needed. The City is currently
updating its Housing Element and there are additional changes to the Zoning Ordinance
that will be needed as a result of that planning effort.

Recommendation:
Based on the preceding, the Community Development Department recommends that the Sonora
City Council accept the attached 2013 General Plan 2020 Annual Report.

Accepted by the City Council: March 17, 2014

Ayes: Mayor Hank Russell, Mayor Pro-Tem Matt Hawkins,

Councilmembers Ron Stearn, Bill Canning, Connie Williams

Noes: None

Abstain; None

A t: None

h | .
WL/ , /A§71 3/17/2014

achdlle Kellogg, Community Deveﬁol%ment Director Date

I hereby certify that this copy is a
full, true and correct copy of the
original on file in the Official
City Records, of the City of Sonora,
State of California.

g Policy Department
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Attachment “1”

Department of Housing and

Community Development
ANNUAL HOUSING ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT

City Name: City of Sonora

Mailing Address: 94 North Washington Street, Sonora, CA 95370

Contact Person: Rachelle Kellogg,

Title: Community Development Director
Phone: (209) 532-3508

FAX: (209) 532-3511

E-mail: rkellogg@sonoraca.com

Reporting Period
Calendar Year: January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013
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