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Date: March 21, 2014

To: Department of Housing and Community Development
Division of Housing Policy Development
P.O. Box 952053
Sacramento, CA 94252-2053

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
P. O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

RE:  City of Yreka, California — California Government Code Section 65400
Annual General Plan and Housing Element Progress Report

To Whom It May Concern:
Pursuant to Section 65400 of the Government Code, the City of Yreka hereby submits its annual

general plan report and housing element progress report. Attached with this letter of transmittal,
please find the following item(s):

e City of Yreka, California - General Plan Annual Report and Housing Element progress
report and completed Statement of Accuracy for calendar year 2013.

Please feel free to contact the City of Yreka Planning Department at 701 Fourth Street, Yreka, CA
96097 if you have any comments.

Sincerely,

Scott Friend
City of Yreka Planning Department

By:

Scott Friend, AICP
City Planner (contract)

cc: Project File
Elizabeth Casson, City Clerk (w/out attachments)
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Department of Housing and

Community Development
ANNUAL HOUSING ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT

City or County Name:

City of Yreka

Mailing Address:

City of Yreka
701 Fourih Street
Yreka, CA 26097

Contact Person: Flizabeth Casson Title:  City Clerk
Phone: {530) 841-2324 FAX: (530) 842-4836 E-mail: _casson@ci.yreka.ca.us
Reporting Period by Calendar Year: from January 1, 2013 10 December 31, 2013

These forms and tables, including the Certificate of Accuracy are due to the
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and the Governor's
Office of Planning and Research {(OPR) on or before April 1, 2014. Submit separate
reports directly to both HCD and OPR (Government Code Section 65400) at the
addresses listed below:

Department of Housing and Community Development
Division of Housing Policy Development
P.O. Box 952053
Sacramento, CA 94252-2053

-and-
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

P. O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044



CERTIFICATION OF ACCURACY

The undersigned in the capacity of City Clerk on behalf of the City of Yreka has
reviewed the information provided in the forms and report contained herein, and

certifies, to the best of his knowledge, that the information that has been
provided herein is true and correct.

(3‘\ Q@JQ}Q@/\ /a0 /1Y

¥

Elizabeth Casson, City Clerk March 21, 2014
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2013 General Plan and Housing Element Annual Report

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE GENERAL PLAN ANNUAL REPORT
General — State Law and local planning

California Government Code Section 65400(a)(2) mandates that all cities and counties
submit to their legislative bodies an annual report on the status of the General Plan and
progress in its implementation. Only charter cities are exempt from the requirement to
prepare Progress Reports, pursuant to Government Code Section 65700. A copy of this
Progress Report must also be sent to the Governor's Office of Planning and Research
(OPR) and the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).

The intent is to ensure that the General Plan directs all land use decisions and remains
an effective guide for future development. Because the role of the General Plan is to act
as a "constitution" for the long-term physical development of a community and because
it is required to be updated periodically to reflect current circumstances, it is critical that
local planning agencies periodically review the General Plan and its implementation. The
report is a tool for doing this.

The main purpose and most important function of the report is to provide local legislative
bodies with information regarding implementation of their General Plan. The report must
be presented to the local legislative body for their review and acceptance. This is

typically done by placing the report on a regular meeting agenda as a consent or
discussion item.

City of Yreka— Growth and the General Plan

The City of Yreka General Plan 2002-2022 was adopted by the City Council in
December of 2003. Since the Plan’s adoption, the City has seen fluctuations in
development interest within Yreka, as evidenced by the receipt of Land Use Entitlement
Applications. After an increase in development and entitlement requests in 2006-2010,
there was a decrease in 2011 and 2012, which continued to stagnate through 2013. The
reasons for the increased interest and subsequent decline of development in Yreka are
varied, but are most directly related to the “real estate bubble” and recession.

These and other market forces including the number of foreclosed properties and the
general depressed conditions of the local job market have resulted in a flat to declining
rate of growth in the City and a continued reduction in the overall number of applications
submitted to the City for development through the 2013 reporting period. As a result of
these conditions, the City has not seen any real interest from groups seeking to leverage
the opportunities that exist in the City for new development. The City of Yreka has not
been successful in securing any residential projects as a result.

Regardless of development interest within the City and the state of the economy, the
City's General Plan remains a valid and useful document, and the Goals, Objectives,
and Programs of the Plan were advanced through the actions of the City throughout the
2013 calendar year. While the Plan is now more than a decade old, it remains adequate.
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City of Yreka 2009-2014 Housing Element

The City of Yreka 2009-2014 Housing Element (Housing Element or HE) was adopted
by the City Council on November 19", 2009. The HE was drafted during the second half
of 2009 and was certified by the State Department of Housing and Community
Development in February of 2010.

The Housing Element outlines the Goals, Policies and Programs of the City in relation to
the provision of housing, addresses the City’s success in implementing the previous
Housing Element and provides a detailed demographic and analytical evaluation of how
the City is planning to accommodate its share of the regions housing during the planning
period (2009-2014). The primary components of the Plan remain consistent with the
City’s previous Housing Element. The finding of the Plan suggest that the City has made
strides toward the achievement of accommodating its regional fair share of the
affordable housing needs and will continue to move toward meeting the goals of the
Element during the next 5-year plan period.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As described in this report, the City of Yreka General Plan remains a useful and valuable
tool to assist the City in providing policy direction for City decision makers and
information for City residents and interested parties.

In that context and in terms of the City of Yreka and its General Plan, this report
concludes the following:

e The City of Yreka General Plan remains a valid and useful document, which
continues to provide guidance and direction for the City as intended.

e In comparing the current City of Yreka General Plan projections to the current
setting, it can be summarized that the main thrust of the General Plan projections
were, and continue to be, correct in that the Plan recognized that limited new
residential development would be necessary to meet projected demand.

e There is detailed information about the City and surrounding area in all of the
elements of the current City of Yreka General Plan. Much of the overarching,
supporting, and descriptive information remains accurate and therefore useful.

e The 2009-2014 Housing Element concludes that the City is making progress
towards meeting is regional housing needs allocations and has the land supply
available to meet its targets in the planning horizon.
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1. IS THE GENERAL PLAN SERVING TO MEET ITS OWN GOALS?

With regard to Land Use, all of the goals and programs set forth by the City of Yreka
General Plan stem from Goal LU.3, as follows:

¢ Goal LU.3 - To ensure efficient development and the economical extension of
urban services.

A determination of whether Goal LU.3 is being met may be subjective, but there are
objective measures as well. One metric to determine whether a community ensures
efficient development with adequate land use opportunities is whether there is a
presence of growth interests. The section below titted DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY 2013
(beginning on page 14) summarizes the development applications and activity that has
occurred over the last year. Prior to that is a review of the stage set by the current
General Plan.

General Plan Land Use Projections

The City of Yreka General Plan 2002-2022 makes projections for both population and
land use demands. The first section, Land Use, includes the following under its
Population and Demographics heading:

“Because residential land use comprises a significant portion of a city’s total land
area, changes in population are typically used fo estimate future land need. Over
the past five (5) years, the City of Yreka has seen a gradual decline in the total
population. This trend is also reflected in county-wide figures. Historically, the
City had between one and two percent average annual growth. The decline in
population can be attributed to the reduction in area logging, and the closure of
several industries in Yreka. The City believes that this downward trend has
slowed, and that the City will begin to experience a gradual growth over the next
twenty years...

... Using a twenty year planning period for the General Plan, the City of Yreka
could expect a population in 2022 between 8,400 and 10,250. In order to support
the increase of 1,500 to 3,300 new residents, the City will need to provide
adequate room for housing, jobs and recreation.”

That same General Plan section contained Projected Land Use Demands, which
included the following:

“With the population as estimated, the City would be expected to need between
250 and 500 acres of land available for development within the planning period.
This would include sufficient land to ensure fair market prices.”

Current Setting

The 2009-2014 City of Yreka General Plan Housing Element states that between 1990
and 2000, the City of Yreka's population increased by approximately five percent and
between 2000 and 2008, the population increased by approximately two percent.
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The County’s growth rate during the dame period was which was 2.3 percent between
1990 and 2000 and 2.1 percent between 2000 and 2008. From 2000 to 2010, the City
experienced an increase in population from 7,290 to 7,765. A review of the population
from the California Department of Finance shows that the population of Yreka in 2012
was 7,780 and decreased slightly to 7,771 in 2013.

The 2009-2014 Housing Element identified a total of 130 acres of High Density
Residential (R-3) zoned lands with the potential to result in 1,332 units; 61 acres of
Medium Density Residential (R-2) with the potential to result in 511 units; 1,338 acres of
Single Family Residential (R-1) zoned land with the potential to result in 2,160 units; 537
acres of Residential Agriculture (R-A) zoned lands with the potential to result in 185
units; and four acres of Residential / Professional Office (RPO) zoned land with the
potential to result in 36 units. The largest parcel of land available for residential
development within the City is 150 acres of R-1 zoned parcel slightly constrained due to
sloping. The parcel with the greatest residential growth potential consists of
approximately 138 acres and can accommodate 413 units.

It can be concluded that the projections framed by the current General Plan regarding
housing requirement needs accurately estimated the current setting, in that there is an

adequate supply of land within the City which would serve to provide for any long-term
housing stock needs.

Regional Housing Needs

A Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Plan is mandated by the State of
California (Government Code, Section 65584) for regions to address housing issues and
needs based on future growth projections for the area. The State of California also
establishes the number of total housing unit need for each region. Pursuant to the State
Government Code Section 65584, the State Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD) has developed a RHNA Plan for Siskiyou County, which identifies a
need for 720 new residential units in Siskiyou County over a 7.5-year period (January 1,
2007 to June 30, 2014). The need for 720 units is shared and distributed amongst each
of the communities in the County, with each community’s share determined by its
proportion of the County’s overall household population.

The intent of the RHNA Plan is to ensure that local jurisdictions address not only the
needs of their immediate areas but also provide their share of housing needs for the
entire region. Additionally, a major goal of the RHNA Plan is to assure that every
community provides an opportunity for a mix of affordable housing to all economic
segments of its population. The RHNA Plan jurisdictional allocations are made to ensure
that adequate sites and zoning are provided to address existing and anticipated housing
demands during the planning period and that market forces are not inhibited in
addressing the housing needs for all facets of a particular community.

Based on the HCD RHNA Plan for Siskiyou County, the City of Yreka's share of regional
housing needs is 117 units, primarily for above moderate income houses'. Since 2007,
16 units have been built within the City bringing Yreka's current share of regional
housing needs to 101 units.

' The RHNA Plan identified the need for 28 units for the very low income earners, 20 units for low income earners, 19
units for moderate income earners, and 50 units for above moderate income earners.
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Summary

In comparing the General Plan’s projections to the current setting, it is concluded that
the General Plan projections were correct in that they identified that new residential
development would be required to meet demand. The City’s Housing Element identifies
some new requirements (resulting from outside legislation) that have created new
targets for the City to meet, and through the required internal consistency will work in
concert to support the General Plan to address those goals. It is then concluded that the
General Plan is serving to meet its own goals. While the targeted unit allocation for
residential houses pursuant to the RHNA Plan may not be physically constructed due to
the depressed state of the economy, the City has ensured that ample amount of vacant
land exists to accommodate the targeted unit allocation.
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Il ADEQUACY OF THE CURRENT CITY OF YREKA GENERAL PLAN

Government Code § 65302 states that "the General Plan shall consist of a statement of
development policies and shall include a diagram or diagrams and text setting forth
objectives, principles, standards, and plan proposals." The General Plan must include
the seven elements described below in this report.

For one of the required Elements, the Housing Element, the Government Code is very
specific about contents, requirements and frequency of adoption. The requirements for
the other six elements are less specific. The Government Code requires that the
Housing Element must be reviewed and adopted or re-adopted at least every 5 years
while the other elements of the Plan should be revised “as needed” to keep information
current. The City of Yreka General Plan contains all seven of the required Elements
comprising a legally adequate General Plan. The City of Yreka General Plan was
consistent with state requirements when it was adopted in 2003 and remains consistent
with state requirements to this day. The Housing Element was updated and adopted in
20009.

Usefulness of the Plan

The General Plan has been described by the courts as "the constitution for
development’ (of a jurisdiction). All development approvals must be consistent with the
General Plan. Therefore, a General Plan is useful if it provides up-to-date information,
goals, objectives and implementing programs that are consistent with current city growth
policies and which are physically and economically feasible to implement.

The Yreka General Plan elements are listed below, with a brief description of what they
include, followed by a brief discussion and summary regarding currency and what has
been done in the City of Yreka in the 2013 calendar year to ensure that the goals,
objectives, and programs set forth within the General Plan have been addressed:

LAND USE ELEMENT:

"A land use element which designates the proposed general distribution and general
location and extent of the uses of the land for housing, business, industry, open
space...and other categories of public and private uses of land. [It]...shall include a
statement of the standards of population and building intensity recommended for the
various districts..."

There are 13 goals listed within the Land Use Element of the Yreka General Plan, as
follows:

e Goal LU.1 - To maintain flexibility in land use designations and zone districts

e Goal LU.2 - To ensure there is adequate land within the City for future
development in a variety of types and styles.

e Goal LU.3 — To ensure efficient development and the economical extension of
urban services.

e Goal LU.4 — To protect established neighborhoods, and enhance the sense of
community that is the City of Yreka.
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e Goal LU.5 - To protect established neighborhoods and enhance the quality of life
in Yreka.

* Goal LU.6 — To protect the unique views from Yreka of the surrounding
mountains.

» Goal LU.7 — To encourage visitors to the City and enhance the City’s presence
as a community along Interstate 5.

* Goal LU.8 - To create neighborhoods that reflect the high quality of life in Yreka.

* Goal LU.9 - To support the expansion and retention of existing commercial
establishments, and to encourage new commercial development in the City.

¢ Goal LU.10 - To promote economic growth within the City of Yreka to ensure
employment opportunities and goods and services are available within the

community.

e Goal LU.11 - Protect and expand the Trail System along Yreka Creek and its
Tributaries.

e Goal LU.12 - To protect and preserve the historical resources of the City of
Yreka.

e Goal LU.13 — To keep the General Plan current reflecting changes in public
desires, changes in growth trends and applicable legislation.

These goals contain several objectives and programs which generally seek to assure
adequate land supply, efficient development, protect neighborhoods and views, and to
promote economic growth. Within that framework, Staff has been working on the
following items throughout the 2013 calendar year to ensure that the goals set forth in
the Yreka General Plan have been addressed:

e The City continues to maintain a list of the most of the available vacant land
in the City that is appropriate to meet its share of the regional housing needs.
(GOAL LU.3; PROGRAM LU.3A; PROGRAM LU.10.C)

e The City approved a new 19,000+ square foot retail store with an outside
sales area of 15,000+ square feet. (GOAL LU.9; GOAL LU.10)

e The City continued to require archaeological record search for all
discretionary projects. (PROGRAM LU.12.A)

Summary/Conclusion: The Land Use Element is useful and adequate in its
characterization of the nature of the City, and the Plan’s overarching goals and
objectives. No amendments to the Land Use Plan were made in 2013.

CIRCULATION ELEMENT:

"A circulation element consisting of the general location and extent of existing and
proposed major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, and other local public
utilities and facilities, all correlated with the land use element of the plan..."

There are seven goals listed within the Circulation Element of the Yreka General Plan,
as follows:
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e Goal Cl.1 — Develop and maintain roadways in an orderly and visually attractive
manner that enhances the community.

* Goal Cl.2. — To maintain a functional performance of roadways throughout the
community at a Level of Service C or better.

e Goal CI.3. — Accomplishment of on-going maintenance of roadways in an
efficient and cost effective manner.

e Goal Cl4. — Ensure that circulation improvements are adequate to serve
transportation demands of new development within Yreka.

* Goal CL.5. — Provide safe, convenient and attractive routes for pedestrians and
bicyclists of all ages throughout Yreka.

e Goal CL6. — Minimize the impacts of growth on the Yreka Western Railroad
Steam Train.

e Goal Cl.7. — Encourage and enhance public transit within Yreka.

These goals contain several objectives and programs which generally seek to enhance
the movement of goods and people throughout the City, provide safe walking routes for
residents, maintain and improve the quality of the roadways within the City, etc. During
the 2013 calendar year, the City has taken the following measures to advance the
objectives and programs under these goals:

e The City approved a new 19,000+ square foot retail store with an outside
sales area of 15,000+ square feet. The development provides all required
parking on-site. (GOAL C1.4; PROGRAM C1.4.D)

e The City continues to make progress on the Yreka Creek Trail Development
Project, which includes the development of public access pedestrian and
bicycle trails along Yreka Creek and within the Yreka Creek Greenway. Trails
are proposed to extend under Interstate 5 providing non-motorized access to
either side that facility and would also traverse behind several existing
commercial businesses that front Main Street. (GOAL Cl.5; PROGRAM
Cl.5.B; PROGRAM CI.5.C; PROGRAM CI.5.D)

Summary/Conclusion: The Circulation Element in the General Plan is devised and
designed to support Land Use Plan and policies for both current uses and future growth.
The Circulation Element has not been substantially amended since its adoption and the
goals, objectives and programs of the Element remain valid. The Circulation Plan within
the Element continues to serve to facilitate the implementation of the Land Use Plan and
the assumptions and projections supporting its designations of streets and roadways
remain accurate and provide for a legally adequate and viable plan.

CONSERVATION, OPEN SPACE, PARKS AND RECREATION ELEMENT:

"A conservation element for the conservation, development and utilization of natural
resources including water...soils, rivers...and other natural resources."

There are eight goals listed within the Conservation, Open Space, Parks and Recreation
Element of the Yreka General Plan, as follows:

¢ Goal CO.1 — Recognize, promote and protect the natural resources within and
near the City.
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e Goal CO.2 - To ensure responsible mining and natural resource.
Goal CO.3 — To ensure continued agriculture and timber uses in the Yreka
Planning Area.

¢ Goal CO.4 — Minimize impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitat as new development
occurs within Yreka.

e Goal CO.5 — Maintain and protect air quality within the City of Yreka at
acceptable levels as defined by state and federal standards.

o Goal CO.6 — Protect the quantity of community water supplies and avoid
degradation of water quality.

e Goal CO.7 — Continue to expand acreage of public open space as a means to
maintain the rural character of Yreka.

¢ Goal CO.8 - To provide a variety of parks and recreation facilities maintaining a
level of one acre of park land for each 1,000 persons.

The following work efforts were undertaken or advanced in 2013 to implement the
programs and policies of the Conservation, Open Space, Parks and Recreation Element.
Some of these work efforts included the following:

e The City continues to make progress on the Yreka Creek Trail Development
Project, which involves habitat enhancement proposals such as the creation
of an approximately 700-foot drainage swale to provide vegetative filtration of
stormwater, the restoration of approximately 1 acre of floodplain by re-
contouring flood constrictions, the planting approximately 600 native plants
and trees, and the implementation of erosion control measures. The
implementation of these habitat enhancement mechanisms, as well as all the
other components of the project, has been assessed to determine their
potential impacts on Coho salmon. As a result of this assessment, detailed
avoidance mitigation has been developed and will be enforced by the City
Public Works Department. (GOAL CO.4; PROGRAM CO.4.B; PROGRAM
C0.4.C; PROGRAM C0.4.D; PROGRAM CO.6.1)

e The Yreka Creek Trail Development Project involves the surfacing of
approximately 1,500 linear feet of existing trail to make it ADA-accessible and
the construction of approximately 1,900 linear feet of gravel trail along Yreka
Creek for the benefit of the public. (GOAL CO.7; PROGRAM CO.7.A;
PROGRAM CO.7.B; PROGRAM CO.8.C; PROGRAM CO.8.H)

Summary/Conclusion: The Conservation, Open Space, Parks and Recreation Element
remains useful and relevant and has served the City over its last period of increased
development interest and activity, and the recent decrease. The Element has not been

amended since its adoption and the goals, objectives and programs of the Element
remain valid.

NOISE ELEMENT:

"A noise element which shall identify and appraise noise problems in the community. [It]
shall...analyze and quantify, to the extent practicable...current and projected noise levels
for all of the following sources...[including highways, industrial uses, and others identified
by Council as contributing to the community noise environment]. Noise contours shall be
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shown for all of these sources...The noise contours shall be used as a guide for
establishing a pattern of land uses in the land use element..."

There are three goals listed within the Noise Element of the Yreka General Plan, as
follows:

e Goal 1: To protect the existing and future citizens of Yreka from the harmful
effects of exposure to excessive noise. More specifically, to protect existing
noise-sensitive land uses from new uses that would generate noise levels which
are incompatible with those uses, and to discourage new noise-sensitive land
uses from being developed near sources of high noise levels.

e Goal 2: To protect the economic base of Yreka by preventing the encroachment
of noise sensitive land uses into areas affected by existing noise-producing uses.
More specifically, to recognize that noise is an inherent byproduct of many
industrial processes and to prevent new noise-sensitive land uses from being
developed in areas affected by existing industrial noise sources.

e Goal 3: To provide sufficient noise exposure information so that existing and
potential future noise impacts may be effectively addressed in the land use
planning and project review processes.

Summary/Conclusion: The Noise Element contains standards and guidelines that protect
both existing noise generating uses and new potentially noise sensitive land uses. The
Noise Element contained within the General Plan has been used by staff on a number of
occasions and has provided valuable guidance and policy direction for the City. The
Noise Element contained within the Plan is current and accurate, and remains useful
and legally adequate.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY ELEMENT:

"A safety element for the protection of the community from any unreasonable risks
associated with the effects of [...earthquakes, dam failures, subsidence, liquefaction and
other known geologic hazards]. It shall also address evacuation routes, peakload water
supply requirements...”

There are six goals listed within the Public Health and Safety Element of the Yreka
General Plan, as follows:

e Goal PH.1 — Ensure that the City and involved local agencies are able to
effectively respond to emergency situations, which may threaten the people or
property of Yreka.

e Goal PH.2 — Minimize the risk of personal injury and property damage resulting
from flooding.

e Goal PH.3 — Protect people and property within the City of Yreka against fire
related loss and damage.

e Goal PH.4 — Ensure that police protection services in the City of Yreka are
adequate to protect both people and property in the community.

¢ Goal PH.5 — Minimize the threat of personal injury and property damage due to
seismic and geologic hazards.

10
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e Goal PH.6 — Minimize the risk of personal injury, property damage, and
environmental degradation resulting from the use, transport, disposal, and
release/discharge of hazardous materials.

There have been work efforts within the City in 2013 to advance the goals and programs

of the Public Health and Safety Element. Some of these work efforts include the
following:

* One of the objectives of the Yreka Creek Trail Development Project is to
reduce flood hazards associated with in-stream creek flows. The project will
slightly increase floodplain capacity along Yreka Creek, with the ultimate goal
of further attenuating the effects of floods on the City of Yreka (GOAL PH.2;
PROGRAM PH.2.A; PROGRAM PH.2.E)

e The City continued to fund the Yreka Police Department which in turn has
continued to provide a high quality, community appropriate level of law
enforcement services. (GOAL PH.4; PROGRAM PH.4.D)

Summary/Conclusion: The Public Health and Safety Element contains information and
goals, objectives, and programs regarding emergency preparedness, flood and geologic
hazards, fire and police protection, and hazardous waste and materials. The Element
has not been amended since its adoption and remains a current, useful and adequate
Element of the Plan.

PUBLIC FACILITIES ELEMENT:

Various aspects of public facilities are considered within the Public Facilities Element.
While state law requires the general plan to address domestic water service issues,
requirements regarding other facilities are not clearly or specifically defined. This
element considers the range of public facilities which the City must provide to support
existing and future urban land uses.

There are six goals listed within the Public Facilities Element of the Yreka General Plan,
as follows:

e Goal PF.1 - Ensure that public facilities are designed to accommodate
reasonable future need.

* Goal PF.2 — Help the School Districts continue to offer high quality educational
services and facilities to local school children.

e Goal PF.3 — Ensure an ample water supply for the City of Yreka.

» Goal PF.4. — Develop and properly maintain facilities to transport, treat, and
discharge wastewater in a safe and sanitary manner.

* Goal PF.5 — Provide for the collection, transport, and discharge of stormwater in
a safe manner and protect people and property from flooding.

e Goal PF.6. — Ensure that solid waste disposal and recycling services are
adequate to meet the needs of current and future residents of the City.

There have been work efforts within the City in 2013 to advance the goals and programs
of the Public Facilities Element. Some of these work efforts include the following:

11
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e The City continues to make progress on the Yreka Creek Trail Development
Project. One of the objectives of the Project is to reduce flood hazards
associated with in-stream creek flows. The project will slightly increase
floodplain capacity along Yreka Creek, with the ultimate goal of further
attenuating the effects of floods on the City of Yreka. This project includes the
development of public access pedestrian and bicycle trails along Yreka Creek
and within the Yreka Creek Greenway. (GOAL PF.5; PROGRAM PF.5.C;
PROGRAM PF.5.F; PROGRAM PF.5.G)

Summary/Conclusion: The Public Facilities Element in the General Plan is envisioned
and designed to address the range of public facilities that the City must provide to
support existing and future land uses. The Public Facilities Element has not been
amended since its adoption and the goals, objectives and policies of the Element remain
valid.

HOUSING ELEMENT:

"The housing element shall consist of an identification and analysis of existing and
projected housing needs and a statement of goals, policies, quantified objectives,
financial resources, and scheduled programs for the preservation, improvement, and
development of housing. [It] shall identify adequate sites for housing, including rental
housing, factory-built housing, and mobile homes, and shall make adequate provision for
the existing and projected needs of all economic segments of the
community...(§65580)." "Each local government shall review its housing element as
frequently as appropriate...but not less than every five years." (§65588)

Summary/Conclusion: The 2009-2014 Housing Element was adopted in November 2009
and is the most recently adopted Element of the General Plan. The 2009-2014 Housing
Element has been approved by the State Housing and Community Development
Department. Generally, Housing Elements provide information and policy guidance on
issues to include affordable housing, housing for special needs groups and identifies

potential programs that the City utilizes to help fill under-served housing needs in the
community.

The 2009-2014 Housing Element contains 11 policies and 42 programs designed to
establish the City’s approach to the planning of housing in the City. Because of issues
related to the general state of the local, regional and national economies, the City has
not seen any substantial housing-related planning projects nor has there been any new
housing constructed in the City.

The 2009-2014 Housing Element functioned as a useful and adequate Element of the
Plan over the course of the past year (see attached Table C - Program
Implementation Status).

Overall Summary

The City of Yreka adopted its General Plan in 2003 and the document has been
providing policy guidance and direction in a meaningful way since its adoption. The
General Plan Land Use Map has been amended in minor ways since 2003 yet in a way
that did not result in any changes or shifts in Plan vision or policy direction. All
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amendments since 2003 furthered the implementation of various goals and objectives of
the Plan.

There have been no amendments to the Plan proposed, considered or approved in the
previous year. While various setting discussions and statistical information contained
within the Plan have changed following its adoption, the Plan continues to be legally-
adequate and to responsibly and sufficiently represent the policy direction of the City.

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY 2013

As discussed above, 2013 had a lower level of development activity and interest from
previous years, especially in comparison to the higher level of development and
entitlement-related activities that occurred during the 2006-2009 period. In 2013, the City
of Yreka Planning Department processed 43 development permits. Appendix A is a
summary of applications submitted to the City through the 2013 calendar year. The City
did process three Boundary Line Adjustments and one Tentative Parcel Map. There
were no requests for any General Plan Amendments, Tentative Subdivision Maps, or
Annexations in 2013.

Summary

As the real estate market continued to stagnate throughout the majority of Northern
California communities, the City of Yreka has experienced a slowing in total
development activity and application levels experienced in the mid- to late-2000's to a
level today resulting in almost no substantial development activity within the City in 2013.

As indicated previously in this report, the City of Yreka General Plan continues to
provide meaningful direction to elected officials, city staff, landowners, citizens and
parties interested in the future of the City. Through the end of the calendar year 2013,
the Plan has remained essentially unchanged in its direction and policy foundations from
the time of its adoption in 2003. The Plan was not amended in 2013, and there were no
changes to land uses or to the goals, objectives and policies of the Plan. The current
General Plan continues to provide accurate and useful policy guidance for the City. The
document is adequate and functional, and succeeds in meeting its own goals,
objectives, and programs and in serving the needs of the City of Yreka.
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APPENDIX:

A. 2013 City of Yreka Planning Department Application Processing Log

REFERENCES

1

City of Yreka General Plan 2002-2022. Adopted 2003.
2009-2014 City of Yreka General Plan Housing Element. Adopted 2009.
2013 City of Yreka Planning Department Application Processing Log

California Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit, E-1 Report,
(2013). '

Website, State of California: Governor’s Office of Planning and Research.
Various pages; http://www.opr.ca.gov/
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