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Ten Fifty B Project Description

Ten Fifty B is a single-phase affordable housing rental project located in downtown San Diego. Furthering the goals of the San Diego Downtown Community Plan, infrastructure improvements encouraging walking, biking and reliance on public transportation are design components of Ten Fifty B.

One of the main attractions of downtown San Diego is the ability to move freely and accomplish everyday tasks without a car. The Downtown Community Plan emphasizes a variety of uses in close proximity as well as diverse modes of public transportation to further the alternatives to private vehicle ownership.  Downtown San Diego has extraordinary access to major transportation systems including air, water, light and heavy rail, and bus networks, connecting the area locally, regionally and even nationally and internationally.

Sidewalk improvements along Ten Fifty B’s 400 feet of street frontage included new, smooth surface sidewalks, ADA compliant curb cuts, street trees and updated street traffic signalization, further supporting use of the city’s pedestrian friendly infrastructure. Contributing to downtown's growing population, Ten Fifty B residents are typical of downtown’s growing population, incorporating more children, strollers, wheelchairs, and seniors. Based on the needs of this growing population, the Community Plan stipulates that sidewalks and crosswalks needed to be smooth and generous. The Downtown Community Plan anticipated that increased pedestrian use would be encouraged throughout the city with the provision of sidewalk amenities and a pleasant walking environment where vehicle traffic is safely buffered, signalized, and calmed. 

Cyclists benefit from ample bicycle storage within the parking structure of Ten Fifty B as well as by designated lanes and paths, and well-distributed bike racks and lockers throughout downtown. The goal of improving streets for pedestrians coincides with downtown structure and street hierarchy clarification, promotion of a mix of uses in every neighborhood, responding to climate, improving street design, and encouraging quality building design. Sidewalk improvements and street tree installation are additional infrastructure improvements that further lend this project to it pedestrian friendly environment.

Of particular importance in enhancing pedestrian and bicycle safety was the reduction and control of traffic speeds in downtown's system of freeway couplets, the various pairs of streets that direct traffic to and from freeway ramps. This involved measures such as signal synchronization modifications and on-street parking serving to buffer traffic, while allowing for parking restrictions during peak travel hours to create additional lanes during very limited portions of the day. Ten Fifty B incorporates these specific measures in its development.

Ten Fifty B provides subterranean parking providing 124 parking spaces serving the 229 residential units. The parking structure will also provide parking for 10 motorcycles and not fewer than 37 bicycles. Additionally, a minimum of one parking space will be reserved to serve a shared vehicle program available for use by all qualifying residents. Restricting automobile parking availability for residents and providing private transportation alternatives will strongly encourage use of the following existing local mass transit:

San Diego Trolley: Two trolley lines operated by SANDAG run to downtown, forming a loop within the downtown area. The Blue Line connects to Mission Valley in the north, and to National City, Chula Vista, and Imperial Beach in the south; it ends at the Mexican border in San Ysidro. The Blue Line extension through Mission Valley will achieve connection to San Diego State University. The Orange Line runs from Santee, El Cajon, La Mesa, and Lemon Grove in the northeast, terminating downtown. Ten Fifty B is two blocks from the trolley station located at Smart Corner at the intersection of 11th and C Streets.

Coaster: The Coaster is a commuter rail service connecting the Oceanside Transit Center, Carlsbad Village, Carlsbad Poinsettia, Encinitas, Solana Beach, Sorrento Valley, the Old Town Transit Center, and downtown. It uses the historic Santa Fe depot, located at the center of Columbia and Civic/Core business activity, as its downtown terminal. 

Buses: There are currently 28 bus routes serving downtown from east to west and north to south.  Major bus lines are located on three sides of the project at 10th Street, A Street and 11th Street.

Amenities and features of the surrounding East Village contribute to Ten Fifty B’s residents’ ability to meet their daily needs. Located in the northeast corner of downtown, the neighborhood embodies the spirit of innovation, scholarship, and progress, driving a development mix of residential, high-tech employment, and new educational institutions. This sub-district will buzz with creativity and synergistic relationships, in an environment where people live, work, and pursue learning amidst tree-lined streets and restful open spaces.

The Downtown Community Plan envisions a new 4.1-acre park—East Village Green—occupying one regular and one double-wide block close to residential areas. This will become the largest inland park in downtown, and a resource for the East Village, downtown and residents of Ten Fifty B. The growing Neighborhood Center will provide eateries, shopping, and services for local residents, students, and employees. Furthermore, many of downtown's coveted destinations are close at hand – Gaslamp Quarter and Horton Plaza, Petco Park, Main Library, City College, Civic/Core employment, and the East Village Green. Balboa Park is just north of Ten Fifty B providing residents with easy access to this vital recreation feature.

