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PROPOSALS ONLY
CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, PART 5
ITEM 1
Chapter 4 Plumbing Fixtures and Fixture Fittings, Section 401.3 Water-Conserving Fixtures and Fittings. 
HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
401.3 Water-Conserving Fixtures and Fittings.
…
Note 5: Flow rates for specified plumbing fixtures for residential construction are contained in the mandatory measures located in Chapter 4, Division 4.3 of the California Green Building Standards Code (Part 11, Title 24, California Code of Regulations – CALGreen). 
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section by adding “Note 5”, that contains a pointer to flow rates for specified plumbing fixtures in residential construction contained in the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen). Existing Note 1 points users to nonresidential flow rates for nonresidential construction in CALGreen, Chapter 5. Residential flow rates reside in CALGreen, Chapter 4. Adding the note for residential construction aligns with the nonresidential note, which completes the cross-reference, so both construction types are referenced in one section. No new requirements are being introduced, however, this amendment is necessary, because the California Plumbing Code (CPC) sets fixture and fitting requirements, but the specific flow rates are identified in CALGreen.
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, supporting efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings and advances the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act.
ITEM 2
Chapter 15 Plumbing Fixtures and Fixture Fittings, Section 1506.1 On-Site Treated Nonpotable Gray Water Systems.  
HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
1506.1 General. 
…
Note: Use of on-site treated nonpotable gray water is subject to the applicable provisions of the California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 3.5.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section by adding a “Note”, that contains a pointer to regulations for onsite treatment and reuse of nonpotable water in Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations, Division 4, Chapter 3.5, that were adopted April 22, 2026, by the State Water Resources Control Board. This ensures that the code user is aware of these regulations when designing or constructing on-site treated nonpotable gray water systems. 
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, supporting efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings and advances the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act.
ITEM 3
Chapter 16 Plumbing Fixtures and Fixture Fittings, Section 1601.1 Applicability. 
 
HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
1601.1 Applicability. 
…
Note: Use of on-site treated nonpotable rainwater is subject to the applicable provisions of the California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 3.5.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section by adding a “Note”, that contains a pointer to regulations for onsite treatment and reuse of nonpotable water in Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations, Division 4, Chapter 3.5, that were adopted April 22, 2026, by the State Water Resources Control Board. This ensures that the code user is aware of these regulations when designing or constructing on-site treated nonpotable gray water systems. 
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, supporting efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings and advances the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act.


CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE, PART 11
ITEM 1
Appendix A4 Residential Voluntary Measures, Section A4.303.4 Nonwater urinals and waterless toilets.
 HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
A4.303.4 Nonwater urinals and waterless toilets.
Nonwater urinals or composting toilets are installed.
Urinals shall be nonwater urinals in compliance with the California Plumbing Code. Where approved, nonwater urinals with drain cleansing action (formerly hybrid urinals), as defined in Chapter 2, shall be considered nonwater urinals.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section to specify that, when this voluntary measure is adopted by a local jurisdiction, all urinals must be nonwater urinals that comply with the California Plumbing Code. Local adoption of this provision would reduce water usage that would otherwise occur with conventional water‑using urinals, thereby improving water‑conservation outcomes for applicable projects.
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, and supports statewide efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings while advancing the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act. 
ITEM 2	
Appendix A4 Residential Voluntary Measures, Section A4.304.1 Rainwater catchment systems.
 HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
A4.304.1 Rainwater catchment systems.
An approved rainwater catchment system is designed and installed to use rainwater generated by at least 65 percent of the available roof area. Rainwater catchment systems be designed and installed in accordance with the California Plumbing Code.
A rainwater catchment system shall be installed that uses rainwater generated by at least 65 percent of the building’s available roof area for applications as allowed by the California Plumbing Code.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section to clarify the voluntary language in this section by specifying that rainwater catchment systems must be designed and installed for applications as allowed by the California Plumbing Code. This clarification ensures that the use of collected rainwater is not limited to traditional irrigation applications but instead reflects the broader range of acceptable uses permitted under the California Plumbing Code.
When adopted locally, this provision expands opportunities for utilizing rainwater collected through rainwater catchment systems and supports water conservation efforts consistent with the State’s long‑term water needs.
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, and supports statewide efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings while advancing the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act. 
ITEM 3
Appendix A4 Residential Voluntary Measures, Section A4.305.1 Graywater.
 HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
A4.305.1 Graywater piping.
Alternative plumbing piping is installed to permit the discharge from the clothes washer or other fixtures to be used for an irrigation system in compliance with the California Plumbing Code.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section by renaming it from “Graywater” to “Graywater Piping” to clarify that the section specifically addresses piping requirements. This change will allow additional specifications for complete graywater systems to be developed and addressed separately within the proposal.
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, and supports statewide efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings while advancing the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act. 
ITEM 4
Appendix A4 Residential Voluntary Measures, Section A4.305.2 Recycled water piping. HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
A4.305.2 Recycled water piping for indoor use.
Based on projected availability, dual water piping is installed for future use of recycled water at the following locations: 
1.Interior piping for the use of recycled water is installed to serve all water closets, urinals and floor drains.
2.Exterior piping is installed to transport recycled water from the point of connection to the structure. Recycled water systems shall be designed and installed in accordance with the California Plumbing Code.
Recycled water piping shall be installed, as follows: 
Tier 1. Pre-plumbing of recycled water piping shall be installed in buildings for future use of recycled water for applications as allowed by the California Plumbing Code.
Tier 2. Required recycled water piping in buildings shall be connected to a recycled water source serving the project site for applications as allowed by the California Plumbing Code.
Exceptions:
1. Where no municipal source of disinfected tertiary recycled water is available to the project site. 
2. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses with less than 1,600 square feet of conditioned floor area, and any senior housing, or affordable housing developments.
3. Accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section to clarify the language regarding recycled water piping and include Tier 1 and Tier 2 compliance options.
The Tier 1 option requires pre‑plumbing to support the future use of recycled water for indoor applications when a local municipal recycled water source is available to the project site. This provides a reasonable and proactive approach to long‑term water conservation by preparing buildings for future recycled water use to supply water closets, urinals, trap primers for floor drains, floor sinks, and air‑conditioning systems.
The Tier 2 option requires that recycled water piping be connected to a local municipal recycled water source when such a source is available and serves the project site. When adopted by a local jurisdiction, this voluntary provision would further advance water conservation by supplying recycled water to water closets, urinals, trap primers for floor drains, floor sinks, and air‑conditioning systems, reducing the demand for potable water.
The proposal includes exceptions for situations where no municipal source of disinfected tertiary recycled water is available, as well as for smaller dwellings, senior housing, affordable housing developments, accessory dwelling units, and junior accessory dwelling units. These exceptions are intended to provide reasonable and flexible application of the requirements without adding a significant cost burden to smaller residential projects or building types.
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code section 17921.11 and supports statewide efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings while advancing the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act
ITEM 5
Appendix A4 Residential Voluntary Measures, Section A4.305.3 Recycled water for landscape irrigation.
 HCD proposes to continue to adopt the above-referenced section with amendments as follows:
A4.305.3 Recycled water for landscape irrigation.
Recycled water is used for landscape irrigation.
Recycled water piping shall be installed for landscape irrigation where recycled water is available to the project site for applications as allowed by the California Plumbing Code.
Exceptions:
1. Dwellings without outdoor spaces or landscaping requiring a water source.
2. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses with less than 1,600 square feet of conditioned floor area, and any senior housing, or affordable housing developments.
3. Accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to amend this section to provide additional clarity and requirements for recycled water piping for landscaping irrigation use. These amendments clarify that recycled water piping for landscaping irrigation use shall be installed where recycled water is available to the project site and for applications allowed by the California Plumbing Code. A local mandate requiring recycled water piping for irrigation applications would further support statewide water‑conservation goals.
The proposal includes exceptions for projects designed without outdoor spaces, landscaping that does not require a water source, and for smaller dwellings, senior housing, affordable housing developments, accessory dwelling units, and junior accessory dwelling units. These exceptions are intended to provide reasonable and flexible applications of the requirements without adding a significant cost burden to smaller residential projects or building types.
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, and supports statewide efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings while advancing the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act. 
ITEM 6
Appendix A4 Residential Voluntary Measures, Section A4.305.6 On-site treated nonpotable gray water systems. 
HCD proposes to adopt the above-referenced section as follows:
A4.305.6 Tier 2. On-site treated nonpotable gray water systems.
On-site treated nonpotable gray water pre-plumbing shall be installed for future use for applications as allowed by the California Plumbing Code.
Exceptions: 
1. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses with less than 1,600 square feet of conditioned floor area, and any senior housing, or affordable housing developments.
2. Accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units.
Rationale:
HCD proposes to adopt a new voluntary section for the future use of on-site treated nonpotable gray water serving residential dwellings. The proposed section, when adopted by a local jurisdiction, would add a Tier 2 requirement for pre‑plumbing to support the future use of on-site treated nonpotable gray water. This provides a reasonable and proactive approach to long‑term water conservation by preparing buildings for future on-site treated nonpotable gray water use to supply water closets, urinals, trap primers for floor drains, floor sinks, above‑ground and subsurface irrigation, and air‑conditioning systems.
The proposal includes exceptions for smaller dwellings, senior housing, affordable housing developments, accessory dwelling units, and junior accessory dwelling units. These exceptions are intended to provide reasonable and flexible application of the requirements without adding a significant cost burden to smaller residential projects or building types.
This proposal aligns with HCD’s authority under Health and Safety Code, section 17921.11, and supports statewide efforts to reduce potable water use in residential buildings while advancing the goals of the Drought‑Resistant Buildings Act. 
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