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INTRODUCTION 

The Regional Housing Needs Assessment, or RHNA, is the State-mandated process 
requiring cities and counties to plan for adequate housing to accommodate the existing 
and future housing needs for all economic segments of their communities.  

The entire RHNA process is comprised of three major phases: 1) the Regional Housing 
Needs Determination, which identifies the region’s total housing need during the 
planning period; 2) preparation of the RHNA Plan, which allocates a share of the 
region’s total housing need to each member jurisdiction; and 3) City and county Housing 
Element updates. These three steps are summarized below. This RHNA Plan document 
describes the process and methodology that was used in developing the 6th cycle 
RHNA allocations for the Kings County Association of Governments (KCAG) region, 
which includes the County of Kings and the cities of Avenal, Corcoran, Hanford and 
Lemoore. 

Step 1: Regional Housing Needs Determination 

The RHNA process and related Housing Element updates in Kings County occur on 8-
year cycles.1 Prior to the beginning of each cycle, the California Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD) determines the total housing need for the region in 
consultation with the California Department of Finance and the regional council of 
governments. The RHNA determination is based on regional growth projections and 
other factors such as vacancy rates and existing housing problems such as cost burden 
and overcrowding.  

The total housing need is also distributed among four income categories that 
correspond with Housing Element requirements. In January 2022 HCD issued the 6th 
cycle RHNA determination (Appendix A) for the KCAG region as shown in Table 1. 

  

 

1 State housing law (Government Code Sec. 65588(f)) establishes a “planning period” and a “projection 
period.” The “planning period” is the time period between Housing Element due dates while the 
“projection period” is the time period for which the regional housing need is calculated. At the time this 
document was prepared, HCD had established a 6th cycle planning period for Kings County of January 
31, 2024 to January 31, 2032 and a projection period of June 30, 2023 to January 31, 2032. 
(https://www.hcd.ca.gov/sites/default/files/docs/planning-and-community/housing-element/6th-web-he-
duedate.pdf) 

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/sites/default/files/docs/planning-and-community/housing-element/6th-web-he-duedate.pdf
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/sites/default/files/docs/planning-and-community/housing-element/6th-web-he-duedate.pdf
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Table 1: Kings County 6th Cycle Regional Housing 

Needs Determination 

Income Category Percent Housing Units 

Very-low* 23.9% 2,257 
Low 17.7% 1,672 
Moderate 18.6% 1,753 
Above-Moderate 39.7% 3,747 
TOTAL 100.0% 9,429 

*The extremely-low category is included in the very-low category 
Source: HCD, January 11, 2022 

Step 2: RHNA Plan 

In the second step of the RHNA process, the Kings County Association of Governments 
(KCAG) is responsible for developing a methodology for allocating a share of the 
regional housing need to each of its five member jurisdictions. This methodology is the 
core of the RHNA Plan and is the primary focus of this document. As described below, 
KCAG must demonstrate how the methodology complies with State law, including 
statutory RHNA objectives, planning factors, and procedural requirements including 
public participation. 

Step 3: Housing Element Updates 

After final adoption of the RHNA Plan, each city and the County must prepare and adopt 
an updated Housing Element that demonstrates, among other things, how the 
jurisdiction can accommodate its assigned RHNA allocation at each income level 
through its land use plans, development regulations and implementation actions.  

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

State law2 establishes detailed requirements for the RHNA process, including statutory 
objectives, planning factors to be considered, and procedural requirements, including 
opportunities for public participation as discussed below.  

  

 

2 Government Code Sec. 65584 et seq. 
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RHNA Objectives 

Key objectives for the RHNA process are set forth in State law3 and KCAG is required to 
demonstrate how its methodology furthers each of the following objectives:  

1) Increasing the housing supply and the mix of housing types, tenure, and 
affordability in all cities and counties within the region in an equitable manner, 
which shall result in each jurisdiction receiving an allocation of units for low- and 
very low-income households. 

2) Promoting infill development and socioeconomic equity, the protection of 
environmental and agricultural resources, the encouragement of efficient 
development patterns, and the achievement of the region’s greenhouse gas 
reductions targets provided by the State Air Resources Board pursuant to 
Section 65080. 

3) Promoting an improved intraregional relationship between jobs and housing, 
including an improved balance between the number of low-wage jobs and the 
number of housing units affordable to low-wage workers in each jurisdiction. 

4) Allocating a lower proportion of housing need to an income category when a 
jurisdiction already has a disproportionately high share of households in that 
income category, as compared to the countywide distribution of households in 
that category from the most recent American Community Survey. 

5) Affirmatively furthering fair housing. 

The RHNA Methodology section below describes how these objectives have been 
addressed. 

Planning Factors 

In addition to the RHNA objectives listed above, there are several planning factors4 that 
KCAG must consider in developing the methodology for allocating each jurisdiction’s 
share of the total regional housing need. Each of the factors should be included to the 
extent that it is relevant and sufficient data is available, and KCAG is required5 to survey 

 

3 Government Code Sec. 65584[d] 
4 Government Code Section 65584.04(e) 
5 Government Code Section 65584.04(b) 
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its member jurisdictions regarding how each factor relates to housing need in the 
jurisdiction.  

While the RHNA objectives are goals for the methodology to achieve, the planning 
factors are specific issues that must be considered when developing the allocation 
methodology. KCAG has discretion on how each factor should be applied, and the 
methodology may include numerical weighting of various factors. Not every factor may 
be relevant to the region or a particular jurisdiction, and KCAG has discretion to 
determine which factors are appropriate to incorporate in the methodology. The 
planning factors are summarized as follows. 

1. Lack of capacity for sewer or water service due to decisions outside 
jurisdiction’s control 
2. Availability of land suitable for urban development 
3. Lands protected from urban development under existing federal or state 
programs 
4. County policies to preserve prime agricultural land  
5. Distribution of household growth in the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
and opportunities to maximize use of transit and existing transportation 
infrastructure 
6. Jurisdictional agreements to direct growth toward incorporated areas 
7. Loss of deed‐restricted affordable units 
8. Housing needs of farmworkers 
9. Housing needs generated by a university within the jurisdiction 
10. Existing and projected jobs and housing relationship, particularly low‐wage 
jobs and affordable housing 
11. Households paying more than 30 percent and more than 50 percent of their 
income in rent 
12. The rate of overcrowding 
13. Housing needs of individuals and families experiencing homelessness 
14. Units lost during a state of emergency that have yet to be replaced 
15. The region’s greenhouse gas targets 

Local Jurisdiction Surveys 

Government Code Section 65584.04(b) requires that the council of governments survey 
its member jurisdictions regarding the planning factors and fair housing issues relevant 
to each jurisdiction. KCAG distributed two separate surveys, one focusing on planning 
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factors and the other on fair housing issues, to member jurisdictions in March 2022. The 
survey forms are provided in Appendices E and F and responses from the jurisdictions 
are provided in Appendices G and H. 

RHNA METHODOLOGY 

This section describes KCAG’s methodology for allocating a share of the total regional 
housing need by income level to each member jurisdiction, as well as an explanation of 
how the methodology furthers the five RHNA objectives identified in Government Code 
Section 65584(d). The methodology consists of two components: 1) the total housing 
need allocation to each jurisdiction, and 2) the distribution of units by income category. 

Total Housing Need Allocations 

Pursuant to State law, KCAG reviewed and considered available data and jurisdictional 
survey responses related to the statutory objectives and planning factors described 
above. After discussions spanning multiple meetings of the RHNA Technical Advisory 
Committee, detailed discussions with jurisdiction representatives, and consultation with 
HCD, KCAG selected the following four factors as the basis for allocating RHNA shares 
to each jurisdiction.  

1. Projected housing growth 
2. Projected employment growth 
3. Access to opportunity 
4. Housing vacancy rates 

KCAG’s rationale for selecting these factors for use in the RHNA allocation 
methodology is described below. The demographic data sources used in the analysis 
are provided in Appendix D.  

Factor 1: Projected Housing Growth 

State law6 requires that planning for housing be coordinated and integrated with the 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). To achieve this requirement, the RHNA plan must 
allocate housing units within the region consistent with the development pattern 
included in the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS). A typical way this requirement 
is met is by using the same socio-economic data and assumptions in both the RTP/SCS 

 

6 Government Code Section 65584.04(m) 
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and the RHNA. It should be noted that State law does not provide a specific definition 
for the term “development pattern” and KCAG has discretion over what would constitute 
consistency between the RHNA and the development pattern described in the 
RTP/SCS.  

On September 14, 2022 KCAG adopted the 2022 RTP/SCS update, which incorporates 
assumptions for housing and employment growth that affect future transportation needs. 
To achieve the RHNA consistency requirement, this RHNA factor uses the same RTP 
assumptions for future housing development from the present (2022) to the RTP/SCS 
2050 horizon year.  

Factor 2: Projected Employment Growth 

Employment growth creates the need for additional housing for local workers. As with 
projected housing growth, the employment growth forecast is a major consideration in 
planning for future transportation needs and the RHNA must be consistent with the 
development pattern used in the RTP/SCS. This factor utilizes the RTP/SCS forecast of 
employment growth from the present (2022) to the 2050 horizon year. 

Factor 3: Access to Opportunity 

Access to opportunity is essential in providing lower-income households and 
disadvantaged communities greater possibilities for upward economic and social 
mobility. Allocating more housing in areas with greater opportunity is a key strategy for 
addressing the RHNA statutory objective of affirmatively furthering fair housing.  

HCD and the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee (TCAC) have created a 
statistical tool for evaluating access to opportunity at the census tract level (for urban 
areas) and block group levels (for rural areas) by using 21 indicators: Income, Adult 
Educational Attainment, Labor Force Participation, Job Proximity, Median Home Value, 
12 environmental health/pollution indicators, 4th Grade Math Proficiency, 4th Grade 
Reading Proficiency, High School Graduation Rate, and Students Living Above the 
Federal Poverty Level. For the RHNA methodology, this factor is based on HCD/TCAC 
opportunity ratings of highest resource, high resource and moderate resource 
aggregated to the jurisdiction level as calculated by HCD. 

Factor 4: Housing Vacancy Rates 

Some housing vacancy is necessary to provide opportunities for residential mobility and 
to maintain a healthy balance between housing supply and demand. When vacancy 
rates are very low, mobility is restricted and prices and rents are driven up by 
competition for insufficient housing units. HCD’s total countywide RHNA determination 
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included a housing need adjustment based on housing vacancy rates, and recent 
vacancy rates published by the Department of Finance as of January 1, 20227 were 
used as a factor in the RHNA allocation methodology by assigning more units in 
jurisdictions where vacancy rates are lower than the countywide average. 

Factor Weighting 

State law8 provides that the RHNA methodology may include numerical weighting of the 
selected factors to establish the percentage of the total housing allocation that will be 
distributed based on each factor. KCAG used its discretion in assigning factor weights 
based upon an assessment of the relationship between each factor and the statutory 
RHNA objectives. The methodology assigns Factors 1 and 2 (housing and employment 
growth) equal weights of 40% each, while Factor 3 (access to opportunity) is assigned a 
weight of 20%. Factor 4 (vacancy) is then used to shift housing units among 
jurisdictions to facilitate a more comparable vacancy rate across jurisdictions. This 
factor results in a proportionate increase in the housing allocations to the cities, all of 
which have lower than average vacancy rates, and a corresponding reduction in the 
allocation to the unincorporated county area, which has a higher than average vacancy 
rate.  

Total Housing Need Allocations 

Based upon the weights and vacancy adjustments described above, the total housing 
need for each jurisdiction is as follows.  

Table 2: RHNA Allocations by Jurisdiction 

Jurisdiction 

RHNA 

Allocation 

Percent of 

Total 

Avenal 277 3% 
Corcoran 715 8% 
Hanford 5,547 59% 
Lemoore 2,329 25% 
Unincorporated 561 6% 
TOTAL 9,429 100% 

  

 

7 California Department of Finance, E-5 City/County Population and Housing Estimates, 1/1/2022 
8 Government Code Section 65584.04(f) 
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Distribution of Housing Need by Income Category 

The regional housing determination assigned to KCAG by HCD includes both total 
housing units and a distribution of those housing units to four affordability categories: 
very-low-income, low-income, moderate-income, and above moderate-income. Income 
categories are prescribed by State law9 and the distribution is derived based on 
household income characteristics in each jurisdiction and the countywide median 
income as reported in recent U.S. Census American Community Survey data.  

After the total housing allocations are determined for each jurisdiction through the 
methodology described above, the allocations in each jurisdiction must be distributed 
among the four income categories. The total of the allocations in each income category 
for the five jurisdictions must equal the regional total for each income category.  

One of the statutory RHNA objectives is “allocating a lower proportion of housing need 
to an income category when a jurisdiction already has a disproportionately high share of 
households in that income category, as compared to the countywide distribution of 
households in that category from the most recent American Community Survey.” The 
purpose of this objective is to address disparities in housing needs and access to 
opportunity in order to help overcome past patterns of segregation.  

A common method for addressing this objective is through the use of an “income-shift” 
methodology to adjust the assigned number of units by income category in each 
jurisdiction. The income-shift approach adjusts each jurisdiction’s housing allocation in 
each the four income categories based on the relationship between the percentage of 
households in an income category for the entire county and the jurisdiction’s existing 
proportion of households in that income category. The goal of the income-shift process 
is to facilitate a more comparable distribution of housing units by income category 
among jurisdictions over time.  

The percentage of each jurisdiction’s distribution among the four Income categories Is 
first determined using the countywide median income as a benchmark. Each 
jurisdiction’s income distribution is then compared to the county’s overall household 
income distribution. For example, if a jurisdiction currently has 30% of its households in 
the very-low-income category while the county as a whole has only 20%, the jurisdiction 
is considered as having an overconcentration of very-low-income households. With an 
income-shift equity adjustment that jurisdiction is assigned a smaller percentage of very-

 

9 California Health and Safety Code Section 50093 et seq. 
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low-income households for its RHNA allocation than the countywide average in order to 
reduce its current overconcentration of lower-income households. 

Income-shift equity adjustments are expressed in percentages, such that a “100% 
equity adjustment” means that a jurisdiction’s allocation in an income category would be 
shifted by 100% of the difference between the jurisdiction’s current percentage of 
households in that category and the countywide average. In the hypothetical jurisdiction 
with 30% very-low-income households and a countywide ratio of 20% very-low-income 
households, a 100% equity adjustment would assign this city 20% of its total RHNA 
allocation in the very-low-income category. HCD recommends an equity adjustment 
factor of 150%. In this example, a 150% adjustment would result in this city receiving an 
allocation of 15% of its total units in the very-low-income category. 

Based on HCD guidance KCAG has selected an income-shift equity adjustment factor 
of 150%. Applying this equity adjustment to the five jurisdictions results in the following 
RHNA allocations:  

Table 3: RHNA Allocation by Income Category 

Jurisdiction 
Very Low Low Moderate Above Moderate Total 

Units % Units % Units % Units % Units 

Avenal 48 17.3% 37 13.3% 55 20.0% 137 49.4% 277 

Corcoran 122 17.1% 116 16.3% 118 16.5% 359 50.2% 715 

Hanford 1,369 24.7% 993 17.9% 1,066 19.2% 2,119 38.2% 5,547 

Lemoore 586 25.1% 437 18.8% 408 17.5% 898 38.6% 2,329 

Unincorporated 132 23.5% 89 15.9% 106 18.9% 234 41.8% 561 

County totals 2,257 23.9% 1,672 17.7% 1,753 18.6% 3,747 39.7% 9,429 

 

CONSISTENCY WITH STATUTORY RHNA OBJECTIVES 

Pursuant to statutory requirements, KCAG prepared the RHNA methodology in order to 
further each of the five statutory objectives (Gov. Code Sec. 65584[d]) as follows:  

Objective 1. Increasing the housing supply and the mix of housing types, tenure, and 
affordability in all cities and counties within the region in an equitable manner, which 
shall result in each jurisdiction receiving an allocation of units for low- and very low-
income households. 

The methodology for allocating housing to each income tier supports an equitable 
distribution of housing by assigning more housing need to jurisdictions with higher 
projected housing and employment growth and higher opportunity. The methodology 
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also assigns a higher proportion of housing units in an income category when a 
jurisdiction currently has a lower share of households in that income category. The 
methodology also allocates a share of low- and very-low-income housing need to each 
of the five member jurisdictions. 

Objective 2. Promoting infill development and socioeconomic equity, the protection of 
environmental and agricultural resources, the encouragement of efficient development 
patterns, and the achievement of the region’s greenhouse gas reductions targets 
provided by the State Air Resources Board pursuant to Section 65080. 

The methodology promotes infill development and efficient development patterns, 
supports greenhouse gas reduction targets and protects environmental and agricultural 
resources by allocating more housing in the most urbanized areas with the greatest 
proximity to employment opportunities, transportation connectivity, public utilities, 
schools, medical facilities, and commercial services. The highest concentrations of 
environmental and agricultural resources are located in the unincorporated county area, 
which is allocated lower housing need relative to the most urbanized communities, 
thereby helping to preserve those resources.  

Objective 3. Promoting an improved intraregional relationship between jobs and 
housing, including an improved balance between the number of low-wage jobs and the 
number of housing units affordable to low-wage workers in each jurisdiction. 

The methodology promotes an improved relationship between jobs and housing by 
allocating more housing need to jurisdictions where the highest job growth is expected. 
According to the 2022 RTP/SCS growth forecast, approximately 83% of all employment 
growth in Kings County through 2050 is expected to occur in Hanford and Lemoore and 
the total housing need allocated to these two jurisdictions comprises approximately 84% 
of the countywide total. The methodology also promotes an improved balance between 
low-wage jobs and affordable housing units by allocating a higher percentage of lower-
income units to the most urbanized areas of Hanford and Lemoore where the highest 
concentrations of service sector jobs exist, such as retail trade and social services. 

Objective 4. Allocating a lower proportion of housing need to an income category when 
a jurisdiction already has a disproportionately high share of households in that income 
category, as compared to the countywide distribution of households in that category 
from the most recent American Community Survey. 

The methodology supports this objective by using a 150% equity income-shift to 
allocate a lower proportion of housing units in an income category when a jurisdiction’s 
current proportion of households in that income category is higher than the regional 
average. As a result, each jurisdiction is assigned housing units by income level that 



 6th Cycle RHNA Plan 
 
 

January 25, 2023 11 

would shift its share of housing in each income category closer to the regional average 
over time. 

Objective 5. Affirmatively furthering fair housing. 

The methodology supports the objective of affirmatively furthering fair housing by 
incorporating HCD/TCAC opportunity ratings in the methodology to allocate more 
housing need in areas with greater opportunity. The methodology results in a higher 
share of housing units allocated to the cities of Hanford and Lemoore, which also offer 
the greatest opportunity as defined by the HCD/TCAC opportunity indicators. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

State law includes specific requirements for public involvement in the RHNA process, 
including public hearings at key stages of the RHNA Plan preparation. The following is a 
summary of the public participation process during preparation of the RHNA Plan. 

KCAG RHNA Technical Advisory Committee 

At the outset of the RHNA process a RHNA Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) was 
established, including senior staff representatives from the five member jurisdictions 
and KCAG staff.  

The RHNA TAC met on a monthly basis throughout the course of the process beginning 
in February 2022. Notices of TAC meetings were distributed to the list of stakeholders 
prior to each meeting, and agendas were posted on the KCAG website at 
https://www.kingscog.org/housing. The Committee guided the preparation of the RHNA 
methodology and provided recommendations to KCAG staff and the KCAG Commission 
at key stages of the process.  

Stakeholder List 

Upon initiation of the project KCAG staff compiled a list of stakeholders who were 
invited to participate in the RHNA process. The stakeholder list included local 
organizations with expertise in housing issues, particularly affordable housing 
development and special housing needs such as homelessness, farmworkers, and 
persons with disabilities. On April 18 and December 19, 2022 KCAG RHNA team 
members attended meetings of the Kings County Homelessness Collaborative and 
gave presentations on the RHNA process. The Collaborative includes representatives of 
public agencies and homeless service providers with extensive knowledge of local 
homelessness issues. 

https://www.kingscog.org/housing
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California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65584.04(i), HCD is required to review 
the draft RHNA methodology to determine whether it furthers the statutory objectives 
described in Government Code Section 65584(d). KCAG consulted with HCD staff 
throughout the course of the RHNA process, and on July 27, 2022 KCAG submitted the 
draft methodology to HCD for review. On September 21, 2022 HCD issued a letter 
finding that the draft methodology furthers the statutory objectives described in 
Government Code 65584(d) (Appendix B). 

Subsequent to adoption by the KCAG Commission, the final RHNA Plan was submitted 
to HCD for review on January 26, 2023 as required by Government Code 65584.05(g). 
On ________ HCD issued a letter finding that ______________________________.  

KCAG Commission 

The KCAG Commission is the decision-making body for the Kings County Association 
of Governments. The Commission is comprised of six local elected officials – one City 
Council member from each of the four member cities and two members of the County 
Board of Supervisors. The Commission conducted public hearings and was the 
decision-making authority regarding the RHNA methodology and the final RHNA Plan.  

Opportunities for Public Review 

Public meetings were held by the RHNA TAC on a monthly basis from February 2022 
through January 2023. Meeting notices were posted on the KCAG website and 
distributed to the stakeholder list prior to each meeting. 

During its meetings of February 28, March 9, April 13, May 11, June 8, July 13, and 
October 12, 2022 the TAC reviewed RHNA requirements, including statutory objectives 
and planning factors, and discussed potential data sources and alternatives for the 
RHNA methodology. At its May 11, 2022 meeting the TAC reviewed a preliminary draft 
methodology and authorized KCAG staff to distribute the preliminary methodology for 
public review. Subsequent to the May 11 Committee meeting HCD provided additional 
data to KCAG staff, which was incorporated into the preliminary draft methodology and 
posted for public review on May 31.  

In June 2022 revised RTP growth forecast data became available, which was 
incorporated into a revised preliminary draft RHNA methodology and posted for public 
review on July 13, 2022 along with a notice of a public hearing to be conducted by the 
KCAG Commission on July 27, 2022 to receive public comments pursuant to 
Government Code Sec. 65584.04(d). At its meeting of July 27, 2022 the KCAG 
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Commission conducted a public hearing on the preliminary methodology. No public 
comments were received at the public hearing, and the KCAG Commission accepted 
the draft methodology by unanimous vote and directed KCAG staff to submit the draft 
methodology to HCD for review.  

The draft methodology was submitted to HCD on July 27, 2022, and on September 21, 
2022 HCD issued a letter (Appendix B) finding that the draft methodology furthers the 
statutory objectives described in Government Code 65584(d). 

On October 26, 2022 the KCAG Commission conducted a public hearing and adopted a 
resolution approving the RHNA methodology. No public comments were received 
regarding the methodology.  

Pursuant to Government Code 65584.05(b), on October 26, 2022 KCAG posted the 
Draft RHNA Allocations and distributed public notice of the opportunity for any local 
government within the KCAG region or HCD to file an appeal to KCAG for a revision of 
the share of the regional housing need proposed to be allocated to one or more local 
governments. The 45-day appeal period closed on December 12, 2022 with no appeals 
filed.  

On January 4, 2023 KCAG issued the proposed final RHNA Plan pursuant to 
Government Code 65584.05(c). Notice of the posting of the proposed Plan was 
distributed to KCAG member jurisdictions and the RHNA stakeholders list. 

At its meeting of January 11, 2023 the RHNA TAC reviewed the proposed final RHNA 
Plan and unanimously recommended its adoption by the KCAG Commission. 

On January 25, 2023 the KCAG Commission conducted a public hearing to consider 
approval of the final RHNA Plan pursuant to Government Code 65584.05(g). At the 
conclusion of the hearing the Commission adopted Resolution No. 23-02 approving the 
final RHNA Plan.  

On January 26, 2023 the approved final RHNA Plan was submitted to HCD pursuant to 
Government Code 65584.05(g) and on _________ HCD issued a letter finding that 
_________________ (Appendix C). 
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APPENDIX A 
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 6th Cycle RHNA Plan 
 
 

January 25, 2023 24 

 

 



 6th Cycle RHNA Plan 
 
 

January 25, 2023 25 

 

  



 6th Cycle RHNA Plan 
 
 

January 25, 2023 26 

 

  



 6th Cycle RHNA Plan 
 
 

January 25, 2023 27 

 

APPENDIX C 

HCD FINAL RHNA PLAN DETERMINATION 

  



 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA - BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES AND HOUSING AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor  
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
2020 W. El Camino Ave
Sacramento, CA 95833-1829 
(916) 263-2911 FAX: (916) 263-7453 
www.hcd.ca.gov 

February 23, 2023 

Terri King, Executive Director
Kings County Association of Governments 
339 West D Street, Suite B 
Lemoore, CA 93245 

Dear Executive Director Terri King: 
 
RE: Review of Adopted 2023-2031 Regional Housing Need Allocation Plan
 
Thank you for submitting the adopted Kings County of Governments (KCAG) Sixth Cycle 
Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA) Plan. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
65584.05(h), the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
is required to review RHNA plans for consistency with statutory requirements.
 
HCD has completed its review and is pleased to approve KCAG’s adopted RHNA Plan, 
upon finding it consistent with HCD’s January 11, 2021 regional housing need 
determination of 9,429 housing units. Please distribute the RHNA Plan to inform all local 
governments of their share of new housing need to be addressed in their sixth cycle 
Housing Element by January 31, 2024. In updating their Housing Elements, local 
governments may credit new units approved, permitted, and/or built beginning from the 
start date of the RHNA projection period, June 30, 2023, towards their RHNA.  
 
HCD is committed to assisting KCAG’s local governments in preparing and implementing 
updated Housing Elements to effectively address the region’s housing need. Local 
governments are encouraged to develop land use strategies to maximize land resources, 
encourage affordable housing, and promote a variety of housing types, thus furthering the 
state’s economic, fair housing, and environmental objectives. 
 
We appreciate KCAG’s efforts in completing the RHNA process. If HCD can provide any 
additional assistance, or if you, or your staff, have any questions please contact Tom 
Brinkhuis, Housing Policy Senior Specialist, at tom.brinkhuis@hcd.ca.gov or Annelise
Osterberg, Housing Policy Senior Specialist, at annelise.osterberg@hcd.ca.gov.  

Sincerely,

Tyrone Buckley
Assistant Deputy Director 
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APPENDIX D 

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 

 

KCAG RTP/SCS REGIONAL GROWTH FORECAST 

 

 

 

Source: KCAG, June 2022  
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HCD/TCAC OPPORTUNITY SCORES 

Jurisdiction 
Highest 

Resource 
High 

Resource 
Moderate 
Resource 

Low 
Resource 

High 
Segregation 

& Poverty NA Total 

Percent 
Highest/High/ 

Moderate 
Resource 

Avenal 0 0 0 0 2,515 0 2,515 0% 

Corcoran 0 0 821 1,534 2,017 0 4,372 19% 

Hanford 7,466 3,730 1,743 6,090 1,323 0 20,352 64% 

Lemoore 5,403 4,074 0 0 0 0 9,477 100% 

Unincorporated 949 1,566 1,815 803 0 1,603 6,736 64% 

Source: HCD, May 2022 

 

HOUSING VACANCY RATES 2022 

Jurisdiction Vacancy Rate 

Avenal 4.2% 

Corcoran 5.1% 

Hanford 3.8% 

Lemoore 3.6% 

Unincorporated 9.7% 

TOTAL 5.2% 

Source: DOF, 2022 

 

INCOME DISTRIBUTION BY JURISDICTION 

Jurisdiction VL Low Mod Above 

Avenal 0.352 0.250 0.065 0.335 

Corcoran 0.357 0.187 0.151 0.305 

Hanford 0.195 0.153 0.084 0.568 

Lemoore 0.186 0.134 0.126 0.554 

Unincorporated 0.221 0.195 0.093 0.490 

Total 0.222 0.167 0.100 0.511 

Source: HUD CHAS based on 2018 ACS 

  



 6th Cycle RHNA Plan 
 
 

January 25, 2023 31 

 

APPENDIX E 

PLANNING FACTORS SURVEY FORM 
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APPENDIX F 

AFFIRMATIVELY FURTHERING FAIR HOUSING SURVEY FORM 
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APPENDIX G 

JURISDICTIONAL PLANNING FACTORS SURVEY RESPONSES 
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APPENDIX H 

JURISDICTIONAL AFFH SURVEY RESPONSES 
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APPENDIX I 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
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